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LETTRE XXIX 

Au pape Pie VI. 

18 Mai, 1790* 
T^is -SAINT- Pi RB^ 

CjB n'^toit pas assez que la discorde pro- 
tnenat se^ f areuts dans mon royaume : aux 
QUPrell^ politiqiies voiit se joindre le* 
querelles religieuses. Je ue«ais quel esprit 
infernal vetit soumettre la religion aux 
ptinpipes des noT«tourS| a des idees bizarreS| 
roii. II, B 
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a des r^formes singuli^res. On agite mklja-i 
tenant , dans I'assemblee , les questions lear 
plus absurdes : on diroit que les disciples de 
Jans^nius et de Molina sont sur les bancs ^ 
et qu'ils se d^clarent pour ou contra des 
opinions tiltramontaines. On pr^sente une 
constitution civile pour le clerg6 frangais : 
elle le rendroit independant du Saint-Si^ge j 
elle accorderoit I'election au peuple ; elle 
tenverseroit Tantique hiersLrchie de I'eglise 
gallicane : et pour donner a cette consti- 
tution civile du clerge, des proselytes nom- 
breux; pour eloigner les ministres fideles, 
on veut exiger un serment, Trfes-Saint- 
Pere; ce serment fera naitre un schiim^ 
dans r^glise. • 

Je ne sais quel presdentiment me p^n^tre 
d'effroi ; je vols la religion avilie, ses mi^ 
bistres persecutes , le loup dans ja bergerie. 
J'ai voulu vous instruire , le premier, de 
cette resolution de^ ^ts- gdneraux; du 
projet de quel^ues tr«t#8 vdexites, dq ^^ 
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ques gens profond^ment pervers, et d6ja 
tres-habiles dans Tai't de r^volutionneri 
J'aurai besoin de vos,con3eils,^et ne ferai 
rien sans vous consulter. Je vous fais 
t'emettre, par M. de M ..... ^ Uy nn 
exemfflaire de c^ette c^oiistitutioti. ^ . • exa- 
minez : vos sages avis me guideront; itiais 
d^ja la voix de ma conscience tne crie , que 
je ne dois pas sanctionner cette |oeuvre de$ 
t^n^breSi 
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(TRANSLATrON.) 
LETTER XXIX. 

To pope Pius the sixth. 

Maj i8th; ijga., 

Most noLY fathek, 

It was not enough, that discord let loose 
its furies throughout my kingdom; reli- 
gious quarrels are about to be added to po- 
litical disputes. I know not what infernal 
spirit would subject religion to the prin- 
ciples of the innovators, to wild ideas, and 
strange reforms. Questions the most ab- 
surd are agitated in the assembly, and one 
might imagine that the disciples of Janse- 
nius and Molina were on the bench, attack- 
ing or defending ultramontane opinions. 
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A civil cottfititution has been presented for 
the clergy, which would render them ii>- 
dependent of the holy see, would confer 
the right of election on the people, over- 
turn the ancient hierarchy of the Gallican 
church; and in order to gain/ numerous 
proselytes to this civil constitution of the 
clergy, and remove faithful ministers, it is 
proposed to require an oath. This oath, 
most holy father, will give birth to a schism 
in the church. I know not what presages 
£11 my mind with terror, but I see religion 
vilified, its ministers persecuted, the wolf 
in the sheep fold. I wished to be the first 
to inform^ you of this resolution of the, 
states-general, the project of some heated 
brains, of a few men profoundly wicked, 
and already well versed in the art of revo- 
lutionising, I, shall stand in need of your \ 
counsels, and will do nothing without con- \ 

suiting you. I send you, by M. de M n, a 

copy of this constitution; examine it: your ! 
sage advice shall be my gnidej but already 
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the voice of my conscience cries loudly 
that I ought not to Sftnctiou this work qf 



OBSERFATIONS 

ON THE TWENTY-NINTH liETTEH*' 

Among the various changes which have 
been produced by the revolution, no part 
of the Qld establishments, excepting the 
monarchy itself, has undergone a more sin- 
gular destiny than the religion of the state. 
Whenever this subject, which had been so 
freely canvassed by modern writers, became 
a matter of legislative discussion, the same 
fceptical spirit which h^d di^wvered &o i»u€l\ 



Sireverential demur respecting rights and 
privileges, in the aflFairs pf this world, did 
not hqsitate to. carry the eye of profane 
scrutiny into thosQ of the next* The ene- 
mies, of the altar, thq name given to th© 
pliilosophic divi3ion of the as3cmbly, had 
proceeded with great dexterity in. the sei- 
;Bure of the outworks, by the decrees of th© 
f(>uii;h of August, and by the declaration 
that th^ domains of the church were the 
property of the nation^ As soon as this 
&rmidable line of defence, which was the 
great bulwark of the citadel, had been de* 
molished, an '^ttact was made on th§ fpr-* 
tres^ itself. 

The clergy had not been inactive in their 
qpposition. to the first act of hostility j hut 
vrhen th^y found, that resistance was hope-^ 
l^ess, they endeavoured to capitulate, by- 
requiring from the assembly a formal de-- 
cree, that tlje catholic, apostolic, and Roman: 
religipn, should be declsired, the religipn o^ 
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the state. This question was eluded at the 
time by the obseryation, that this funda- 
mental truth was to form an article of the 
constitution, and the discussion was adjourn- 
ed. From that period, the press of othei 
important matter had prevented the renewal' 
of thi§ proposition j when in t Jie month of 
February following, the discussion took place 
respecting the abolition of the monastic 
orders, As further depredations were about 
to be committed on the property of the 
church, the clergy again brought forward 
this term of compromise j but after a long 
and animated debate, the religion of the 
state was, on the same pretence as the for-r 
jner, a second time adjourned^ 

Hopes were nevertheless entertained, that 
this declaration would take place whenever 
the order of business in the assembly should 
present the favorable moment. The esta- 
blishment of a commission two months after 
for what was then called by the clergy 
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stripping the church of its patrimony, was 
thought a fit occasion to lead the assemhly 
to the recollection of this subject. The 
motion was this time made by a priest, 
Dom. Gerle, who voted in general with 
the majority, but who in the present in- 
stance, vying in zeal with his colleagues of 
the cdtS droit, proposed that this religion 
was, and should always remain, the religion 
of the nation, and that its worship should 
be the only one authorised. 

Although the clergy had made no pre- 
)^arations for a solemn debate, yet as the 
question was now brought forward, it was 
judged expedient to give it support, and 
efforts were made to prove the necessity of 
coming to a fair and open declaration with- 
out any further discussion or adjournment. 
It was now, for the first time, that doubts 
respecting the fundamental truth of a state 
religion began to discover themselves in th^ 
^assembly, to the great a^itonishment and 
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$candal of the clergy, who did not, or a^^ 
least pretended not to expect that such 
motives of objectioix could ever have existed. 
This debate w^s^not lengtheapd on the day 
the question was introduced j but when it 
was resumed the 4*y following, the assem- 
bly felt the necessity of coming to a decision, 
to set it filially ^t rest, which took place 
on a previous motion of the Duke of Roche- 
feucault,;^ stating, after various conside- 

^ * The motion of the duke of Rochefaucauk wa»> 
conceiYed in the following terms. ^^ The nationat^ 
assembly, consideriog that it neither has, nor can 
have any authority over consciences or religious 
opinions; that thfe majesty of religion, ani the pro- 
found respect which is its due, forbid that it shouI(i 
become a suhject of deliberation; consid^ing thaf 
the attachment of the national assembly to the worship 
of the roman catholic and apostolic religion cannot 
be called in doubt ^t the moment when this worship 
•xclusively is going to be placed in the first class of 
public expenditure, and when by an unanimous sei^- 
timent of respect the assembly has expressed its sen-^ 
timents. in the only maiuier which conjid suit thc^ 
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rations, that the assembly neither could uoir 
ought to deliberate respecting the question 
proposed, ^nd that it should p^ss to the 
order of the day, which was the disposal of 
the e cclesiastical domains. As this motion 
was understood and felt by each pat'ty to 
be the final arrangement of th^ question, 
it was opposed by the clergy and their 
friends with all the zeal and energy that 
its importance required. A formal remon^ 
strance from part of the body followed tho 
• decision. This opposition in favor of the 
religion of the state was so much the moro 
disinterested oii^ the part of tjie clergy, as 
the faith for which they contended was al^* 
ready stript of its richest endowments ; but 
accustomed, from a mistake natural to 4:heir 
ord§r, to consider tjie state a^ part of th^ 

dignity of religion, and the character of the national 
legislature, decrees, that it neither can nor ought Iq 
deliberate on the question proposed, and passes to 
the order of the day,^ concerning the ecclesiastic^ 
^9iaain&.* 
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church, they mourned the departing ma- 
jesty of the latter, as much as they regret- 
ted its alienated wealth. 

But the clergy, in its legislative capacity^ 
was not the only division of public autho- 
rity hostile to this spirit of religious in- 
novation. Towards the throne, their na- 
tural ally, the higher orders of the priest- 
hood had cast their imploring looks, nor 
was the appeal against ' this laical interpo- 
sition made in vain. The king, it must be ' 
observed, through the whole of this cor-* 
respondence discovers a disposition for piety, 
and a great sensibility to religious impres- 
sions. Hfe. accuses himself, in one of his 
letters, of a momentary aberration 'from the 
faith, seduced by the writings of the phi- 
losophers; but, like Polemon, he only tra- 
velled through error, and made no sojourn. 
Turgot and Malesherbes, whatever influence 
they had over his mind in other concerns, 
found him here firm and unshaken ; whoever 
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contemplates. Hiis p^rt of the character of 
Lewis the sixteenth cannot but pay him the 
homage he deserves ; that amidst the seduc- 
tion of philosophical scepticism on the one 
hand, and the licentiousness of a dissolute 
court on the other, he appears to have re- 
tained a deep sense of the importance of 
religion, and was in his own person an 
example of unaffected piety. 

But piety is no guarantee against mistakes 
of opinion. The king, though he sometimes 
distinguished r between the clergy and the 
church, as appears from the marginal notes 
he made occasionally on their remonstrances^ 
had not carried his principles of research tp 
their legitimate consequences, and made the 
due distinction between the church and Chris- 
tianity. . 

We find him in this letter to the pope 
departing from his usual moderation, and 
stigmatising the spirit of inquiry which had 
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but it appears, from the solemnity with which 
the king introduces the suhject, that it is a crime 
of no small magnitude, since it not only fills 
him with undescribable terror, but he sees in 
mental perspective religipn degraded, and the 
Wolf stalking throligh the sheepfold. Under 
such alarm and perturbation, he appeals^ 
like the true, as he was the first, son of the 
church, from the voijce of his country to the 
chief of the faithful. He invokes the aid of 
his paternal counsels against those who, pro-* 
foundly perverse and dextrous in the art oi 
revolutionising, mislead the states - general^ 
He promises to be swayed by the deterr 
minations of the holy see; but declares, at the 
same time, that the cry of his conscience ha» 
already decided him to withhold his sanction 
frwnthis work of darkne3Si 

Had this been the determination ofasitoplii 

individual, we might hkre applauded his sincc^ 

rity while H/re pitied his blindness ; but when 

we consider it as the dispatch of ^^tfee r^stot^ir 

' t of 



of French liberty/' the first magistrate oi 
« free Country, to a foreign potentate remark- 
able at no time for any overweaning attach-^ 
ment to either the natural, civil, or religious 
rights of mankind, whatever respect we may 
feel for the piety of the prince, we can eii-* 
tertain but slender icteas of the strength of 
intellect or judgment of the man. The con-* 
science of. a king is^ no doufat^ a thing of 
delicate texture; but the history of our own 
times teachfes us that it is by no means an 
infallible critericm of wisdom in the science of 
government. 

It appears also from this letter, that it wa$ 
the cry of the king's conscience which first 
awoke that of the pope, whilst it has been 
generally believed that it was the conscience 
of the pope which first roused that of the king. 
Ill fated prince ! unfortunate pontiff*! in times 
of ignorance and darkness ye might, by the 
display of your private virtues, have obtained 
the approbation of maokind; but it was your 

TOI-. II. Q 



l8 CORRJBflPONBENCB 

tot to appear at a moment when lights superior 
to your own beamed from every point of the 
mental horizon. Ye have been eclipsed, and 
for ever. Let us believe that your error* 
formed a link in the chain of the vast designs 
of providence; ye have acted the part which 
ye were destined to act, and have disappeared 
from the scene. If the influence of principles 
contrary to yout own forWd us to strew 
flowers, let not the pride of philosophy, or 
the austerity of freedom, check the sigh wt 
breathe over the tomb of the unhappy. 



OP LEWIS XVI. 



19* 



LETTRE XXX. 

A M. de RivaroL 

Le plan que vous m'avez remis, monsieur, 
est un chef-d'oeuvre de politique et de phi- 
losophie, qui auroit fait honneuraux Mateiy 
et aux Coridillac; mais.tout en rendant 
justice a votre nianiere de juger certains 
homnies, influences dans le moment actuel, 
il y auroit trop de t^m6rit6 a employer les 
moyens que vous m'indiqucz. L'exemple 
que vous me citez, du roi de Suede, est tout 
dijQterent de la position ou je me trouve; ce 
prince avoit, pour se faire ob6ir, des soldats 
sur lesquels il pouvoit compter, et des amis 
courageux; il n'avoit a lutter que contre 
quelques factieux : ici la contagion r6vo- 

c 2 
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lutionnaire est devenue une maladie ^pid6- 
mique, qu'on ne peut gu^rir, qu'en prou- 
vant au peuple qu'il est la dupe de ceux 
qui lui promettent les chimferes de I'age 
d'or. Vous pouvez atteindre le but desirable , 
monsieur J en faisant disparoitre , de yotre 
plan, tout ce qui pourroit irriter les auda- 
cieux : enfin , soyez a la mesure des cir- 
Constances. 

Vous connoissez, monsieur, les sentiment 
particuliers que fai pour vous* 

LOUI& 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER XXX. 

To M. de Rivarol. 

M.BJ sStb, 1790. 

* ^ - ' •- - > 

Tj^E plan you kave sent me, Sir, is a 
master-piece of politics and philosophy, 
which would do honor to the Mahlys and 
l3ae Condillacs. But while I render justice 
to your manner of judging certain men of 
influence in the present circumstances, 
there would be too much temerity in em- 
ploying the means you point out. The 
example which you cite of the king of 
Sweden is altogether different from the 
position in which I am placed. That prince 
could make himself obeyed by means of 
iM>ldiers^ of whom he was sure, and q£ 
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friends, in whose courage lie could confide, 
and had only to struggle against a few 
• factious men. Here the reyolutionary con- 
j{ tagion is become an epidemical malady^ 
:[ which can only be cured by convincing 
I the people, that they are the dupes of those 
I who promise them the chimeras of the 
,' golden age. You may accomplish this end, 
I Sir, by effacing from your plan whatever 
may irritate the daring, and by accommo- 
dating your ideaisi to the state of njycir- 
cumstances*. 

You know, Sir, my particular sentiquenttt 
for you^ 
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OBSERFATIONS 

ON THE THIRTISTU LETTElU 

Among the evils which beset Lewis aH'i^ 
sixteenfli, none ^ere more mischievous thai* 
Certain classes of counsellors who buzzed 
around' the court, occupied in fabricating 
plans of coutiter-revolution, which tended 
to agitate the king^s mind, and prevent hi» 
adherence to the prindiples which in his 
Speeches arid proclamations he avowed to the 
assembly and the world* Of this descrip-* 
tion was M. itivarol, t r&BXk of showy talent^ 
and from the confidence he had in his ewn 
opinions, not unfitted to hold a consid^abk^ 
rank among those enterprising spirits,^ who^ 
afecording to a former project of the king,: 
were worthy of being enlisted in the royat 
service^ ^ 
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We are altogether ignorant of this plan of 
M. RivaroFs, which the king condescends 
to inform him is a chef-d^oeuvrey that would 
have done'Tionbr to Mably ana Condillac. 
It is impossible to convey a higher opinion 
of M. RivaHot's Apolitical i and philosophical 
attainments than is contedned in this eulo- 
gium, and we rhave only ,to^ lenient tho 
inodipsty of thc} .writer^ wji^o, in .this, singln 
instance baji sacrificed hiso^uling p^saien tq 
his loyalty. . It; \y^ ^Q* from M. Rivarpl 
that we . shoi^ld h^ve expecte4; this literarjTj 
ijreserve. ^ut though y^e aye .Jbeft.iiji ignop 
yaoce respecting, the plan, the* objection made 
l^y the king to th? Biipde qf executipHjleatl? 
us • to the. Ipio'yf ledge: pf its pature and tep- 
dency* ]^J^; Rivarol feadread or probably 
•eeowiih what :des:terity the kiHgK)f Sweden 
eriislied an overbearing ; aristoqiacy^ ^l^nd had, 
^f<wn a . CiPnclusi^ii with, respgctt)^. France 
diani^fetiric^liy of^posjte tp^ what a; pAliticia^a,, 
ivprthy of being the rival: of l^blj; and Co»:- 
dillac, vsrould have drawB. It is on this mar- 
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ferial tpoitit tl^t the king, approving higWy' 
cf the plan, deigns to make his objections. ^ 
He informs M; Rivarol, that, he had neither 
soldiers to obey, nor courageous friends to 
assist iim; 'that:the revolutiotijiry contagion 
wastbecime an epidemical disease, which it 
wasi impossible n to? dare but by convincing 
tiie people that^ihey were this dupes of im— 
;^tors, who pr^iaisod: them the return oiP 
the golden ^age.: ^ . ^ ^ 

-^. ;r.i r:,r Ji c : ^ , * ■ ' 

AVhat appears extraordinary in this -tetter, 
is not that M. Rivarol should present plans 
of counter-revolution, or that the king, 
knowing their fallacj'*, should reject them ; 
but that he should commit himself so un- 
guardedly to an empirist, who, had he found 
it his interest, would have made no scruple 
of betraying his confidence. It was at this 
epocha that the king issued a proclamation, 
in which he spoke with indignation of the 
maneuvres of persons who were active in 
txciting vain alarms, either by false inter- 
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pretations of decrees, and tiurowing doubts 
cm his intentions^ as ill founded as tl^ were 
injurious, or in concealing private interest 
under the cloak of religion. '^ The assembly 
and the people of Paris were thrown into 
ecstasy at tips i^w demonstration of the king's 
derotedness to the roYolution. At that Tery 
moment his letter to the Pope was on its 
way to Rome, and Riyarol was applauded 
for his plan of counter - revolution, which 
was discarded only because it was imprac- 
ticable. 
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LETT RE XXXL 

^ Jf. fe due d^VrUans. 
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M ON COUSIK, 

Madame la ducbesse d'0rl6ans demands 
votre retour en France; je repondrai aux 
instances de la vertuj en Ini aceordaiit ce 
qu'elle desire. On croit ee^pendantquevotw 
retOTHP seroit funeste a, la tranqniUit^ pn^ 
blique. On va jusqu'iEt veug supposer de^ 
vncs ambitieuses. .... v^we* appwndre de 
votre roi eoimne il feut *tre firdn^ais^ et 
(comment on est digne d'etre du saaig dfe 
velni qui led goureipAe. 

JSXSVk 



S8 COKHESFONBBNCX 



(TRANSLATION.) ; 

# 

LETTER XX XL 

•^^: -: ,r Tothe dukc of Orleans. 

June 3d^ 1790^ 
' My COUSIN, 

J tTbw, duchess of Orleans desire^ youx re- 
^t?i^ 4q Frapce, and, I will yield tp the in-- 
-^reatidd of virtue fey^gr^inting what sljte asks. 
It i& believed, howevei;, that yofur. return 
^o^lldibe fal^ tq ^AbJiq tranquillity — it 
ji3 e^ven supposed th^t- you hm^ Ambitious 
^X^ewfi^^T Pouj^ ;andi Wm of your king 
what a Frenchmen A^ght.to be, ^a^ hQV 
yoHMjJ^y become worthy of the blood of 
him who governs them. 

LEWIS. 
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OBSERFATION& 

ON THE THIRTYJ-^PIRST LETTER. 

There is an appearance of dignity in this 
letter to the duke of Orleans, whose absence 
from France was enjoined after the affairs 
of the fifth and sixth of October. • The king 
hints his apprehensions that the return of 
the duke might be fatal to public tranquil- 
lity ; the observation and counsel which fol- 
low, contain more than hints; and the 
breaks in the letter must have given his cousin 
the measure of the king's sentiments coa- 
€eming him. 

The faction of the duke of Orleans has 
been much talked of in Europe. That he 
Was sometimes the instrument of certain 
leaders of the popular party admits of no 
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doubt, but his personal ambition was alwajrjs 
rebuked by his incapacity ; he' never arrived 
at the dignity of a chief. The king, however, 
appears to have had a contrary conviction, and 
the virtue of the duchess of Orleans was not 
a suflBicient motive to betray him into the 
weakness of permitting the Duke's return, 
had he had the power of preventing it» 

It appears to have been in consequence of 
this permission, that M. d'Orleans, three 
weeks from the date of this letter, wrote to 
the king, signifying his acceptance. This 
answer he relates in a letter to the assembly, 
written a fortnight after, in which he informs 
his colleagues, that whilst he was preparing 
for his departure, he received intimations 
from an aide-de-camp of M, de La Fayette 
to defer his journey, in the fear that ill inten- 
tioned people might make use of his name 
to cause further disturbances. The Duke 
wishes to know who are those ill inten- 
l^pned people, and declares his purpose of 
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resuming Ms seat in the assembly, unless he 
receives from the legislature an injuction to 
the contrary. 

In the observations made by M- de La 
Fayette on the letter of the duke of Orleans 
to the assembly, he says, " After what passed 
between the duke of Orleans and me, in the 
month of October, and which I should not 
have mentioned, had he not thought fit to 
bring it before the assembly, I deemed it 
my duty to inform him, that the same reasons 
which had determined him to accept his 
mission might still subsist '^ It seems from 
this intimation given to M. d'Orleans by 
M. de La Fayette, that certain circumstances 
had occurred, or that certain reflections had 
risen in the interval of the king's letter* and 
the duke's departure from London, which 
caused this further absence from Paris to 
be judged expedient. The object of this 
pretended mission to London was now 
sufficiently clear and explicit. The duke 
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thought it prudent to yield at the time, but 
the party to which he was supposed td be-^ 
long, having gained further ascendancy, grew 
indifTerent to M. de La Fayette's suggestions ; 
M. d^Orleans returned to Paris according to 
the king^s permission, without any dispo* 
sitions, 'as t he event proved, of availing 
himself of the counsel in the sense in which 
it was offered, of learning from the king 
how to be a Frenchman, and worthy of the 
blood of him who governed them. 
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lETTRE XXXII. 

Au pape Pie VI. 

2 Juillet^ 1790; 

JViyulesdaetews gue roasfayg^cj^ipiisis^ 
Pn a^44 \^^^\ Fi!?^^r?<^WP*0 des cgdafiBn 

]^urs^^^,il li'e^t qu'aiie ; seule y^ix^ efc 
tju'un pi^me a3rjft.,;Pp pe peut safictip^mei! 
^s dtoete contmres aux auwiges ^ntiqu^ 
jde Ti^glise univcrselle, ^ui attaquent direor 
temeiit d«s dpgmes sacr^s , ^^tablisaeirt parmi 
l^a. ^Vi^ues , etie qorps des pasteujbs^ uhe 
l^i6i;ar<;Jiie nouvelle , et; cpntrarient k di#ci- 
ciplincyde T^glise gallicarre Dans Ja. grands 
qoerelie qui divise le derg^ de. ¥xm^ , -^ni 

VOL. 11^ D 
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J 

grande partie des Francois sont d6clar^* 
pour les pretres dociles aux nouvelles loia 
ecd^siastiques 6man6es de Fassemblee cons- 
tituante/ Mais I'bppositioh a ces lois nou- 
velles comptepour ses apologistes et ses 
d^fenseurs, les theorogidnsles plus 6clair6s, 
les docteurs, les ' plus c^le.bres , la tres- 
grande majorite, pour ne pas dire I'univer- 
salit6 des 6yequei de I'^gliese gaMLicatie , et 
tons les gens de bien attaches au culte de 
nos pereset k ranoierine traditidnY^Si' je 
refilse ctesanctionndr la cbhstitutiori civiie 
da otergfe, il s'^lfevehiilecttifelle perd^ution ; 
faugmetftelenombrer^des erin^mis^dPiX tr6ne 
et deTittttel; je fourtiis uri pretexle a la 
revoltej'je double led fnaiix de la Fralice*. 
Si - jVccbrde; ma sanction , q[uel dftktidal6 
datilii Tiglise ! je HVre a lios enriemrs corrl- 
mtind Hi^ritttge du Chriist : je punis de lenir 
:Kele,^de leur fid^lit^, de leur attach^Ai^ht 
•ies^'iliimsrtres du'Sdigneut qui oitti'espebt6 
TAr^^he sainte; f^carte Jer bon pasteiir, et 
f introdms I63 loup» dans la bergeiic/OK!. 



ij[ui doignp^ ine.gujlcler et, n(i'in4iq^cr.,l0r 
jjaf;ti que je d^aia [suivre ! .Tri^^i-Saintr-Per^ , 
c'^t eu, yojM aeul.quej'ai im n^qp eappiTif 
l'i6gUse gaJUcane redame^ute Totrc R^Ui-r. 

^mJ6j[itimet s^if f ceag^urde, Sa^Tit;-Pierrej.T(w^^ 
d^epa^rijl^ non~seAJ^niejiVd^con§eilsj maU 
dfif or^f^Pl i^jttrjltftelq qjj'il.f'eippiresa^m: [4^ 

poida; ai Tetat actuel de ,l^jEf/^{^c?e pouyjjij 
obtenjrpjfcjqjque indulgence ; ai daua les 
afiEEiirea du ciel on pouvoit conaulter cellea 
de la tferre , ne conviendroit-il paa que ja 
priaae le parti de temporiaer? Le peuple 
Fr^ngaia, toujoura 6pria des nouveaut^a, 
oublie bientot ce qui fut Tobjet de aon 
enthouaiasmejridole qu'il ^levefut aouvent 
renvera^ le m^me jour, Le tempa , I'exp^- 
rience, le conaeil dea hommea aagea, le ciel 
meme qui punit la France de, noa erreurs 
communes, de mea prpprea fautea, et qui 
pent ae laisaer fl^chir; rameneront qq bgi). 

9fi 
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pieuple jTiriiriiSlafit ^^i^ ,au girdll de I'^glise^ 
a ^es tiSaigfes d;hti5q[ues ,' a ses vraiis partetiirs; 
Mikts le tcfiflps i)i^i4c, Tesprit impur a souflH6; 
tffe^-Saiht^P^re, soj^z PinterpiT?^^ dii ciel; 
Hifeif-vbtifd '<fe pronohter- stoyei l^an^i ^(ie* 
Rittii^re tjui dissipe Ifes t^ebres.'J^ttendi 

l^lte que fi *dfe*gJ6 def Ftslttee '^IBd^ qliei^ 
Ifes ^t^c^iles i-gclaiiieiit, 6t' q^6 >oui de'-^ 
tfttiiife le^fife alri^ de If^glide^,' fOdfotirs' 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER X^^ 

Tq po^e Pius the sixths 

Jnlj 2i, 179a ; 
Most HOLY FATH^E>, 

I have 9061% fb^ docton^ t^ whom yon 
made ckbiceyand liaNre ck>ti9alted some es^ 
, ^liiiiable ^ikeologi&its. The conference's hair^ 
been made known to you, which took place 
during some daya^ and in which there wa& 
hut one voice^ and one opinion. It is im- 
possible to sanction decrees^ which are con- 
trary to the ancient usages of the universal 
church, which attack directly its holy dog- 
mas, establish among the bishops and the 
body of the dlergy a new hierarchy, and 
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which are hostile to the discipline of the 
Gallican church. In the great quarrel 
which has divided the clergy of France, 
a consider Jihfe j^irt of the French have de- 
clared themselves for the prieats who are 
docile id tfeeiiew-ecclesiastical laWsf formed 
by the constituent assembly. But in op- 
position to those' new laws, We find the 
names of the most enlightened theologians, 
the most celebrated doctors, and the ^eat 
majority, if not the universality, of the 
bishops of the Gallicah church, and all men, 
-<rf worth attached to, the religiorfof pur 
iathers, and. ancient tmdition.^ Ml should 
refuse to sanction the civil copstitutiou of 
the clergy, a cruel persecution will arisen; 
I shall augment the number of the ene^ 
mies 5of the throne and altar„ furnish a pre^- 
text for revolt, and double the calamities 
of France. If I grant my sanctiipn, what a 
scandal in the church I I yield to o,ur con^^ 
mon enemies the inheritance of Chri^ I 
punish the ministers of the Lord^whahav^ 
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respected the ark of the covenant, for their I 
zeal, fidielity, and attachment; I drive away I 
the. good pastors, and introduce the wolves 
imto the sheepfold. Ah! who will be my S 
guide, and point out to me the path which ] 
I ought to follow ? Most holy father ! in* j 

i 

you I have placed my hope ; the Galilean | 
church calls for all your solicitude, and 
the descendant of St. Louis, submissive to ; 
the legal successor of St Peter, demands. / 
not only your counsels, but your spiritual 
orders, which h© will hasten to put into 
execution. If, hofwever, human conside- 
rations should be of any weight, if the ac- 
tual situation of France were susceptible^ 
of indulgence, if in the affairs of heaven it 
were permitted to consult those of earth, 
would it not be proper for me to tempo- 
rise ? The french people Aver allured by 
novelties, soon forget the object of their 
enthusiasm, and the idol they erect i& 
often in the same day overthrown. Time, 
experience, the counsels of prudent meny. 
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heaven itself, wliicli punislies France /or 
our common errors, for my personal faults, 
will perhaps be appeased, and will bring 
back tp their ancient usages, and their true 
pastors this good people, who have for a 
:nioment gone astray. But time presses, 
the impure spirit has breathed; most holy* 
fether^bethe interpreter of heaven I Hasten 
aiKl pronounce ! Be the angel of light, that 
dispels the darkness, I wait with impa- 
tience your decision, and that bull which 
the clergy of France solicit, which the bi- 
shops claim^ and which is required of you 
by the son of the church, constantly faith- 
ful to the holy sae. 

LEWIS. » 
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OBSERFjiTIONS 



ON THE TlURllr-BBOQKB XiBTimu 



It was scarcely to haye been e^pecte^ 
that the dergy, who had held so uncontroled 
apd undjlsputed a don^nion aver the miiidft 
and consciences of menj wl^o for ages had 
been habituated to consider themselves tbd 
constituted authorities of heaven, to regulate 
the concerns of earth, and who^ proud of their 
celestial origin, looked down with conscious 
superiority, not only on the common herd 
of mankind, but also on those whose dig- 
nity, unlike their own, was merely human j 
it was scarcely to be expected, that this first 
order of the state, enthroned in all the dig^ 
nity end splendor of what the orator calls 
the ^^ Majesty of the Church, ^^ would ever 
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tional asseiDably, and foreseeing at an earljr 
period the perversenese they had to oppose^ 
and the innovations they had to combat^ 
had akeady made their appeal to the coui^t 
of Rome^ arsi entered into an aUiance of- 
fensive and defensive with the ' holy see, not 
Jeas a suflferer than themselves in this pro- 
fane warfare against the church. But the 
simple interposition of this spiritual chief 
.would have been of little avail : the weapons, 
of his celestial armory had grown rusty by 
disusej the display of its mimic thunder on 
the present occasion would have served tp?- 
encourage rather than dismay; and its harm-- 
less corruscations might have spirited child— 
Ten, as- yet oiJy mdocile and refraQtory,, 
intq^ rebdlious Titans^ menacing the sanc- 
tuary of heaven. The papal fulminatio% 
had it been hurled thus unseasonably, might 
have been answered by the establishment 
of Protestantism in France; as the menaces 
of the coalition of kings against its political 
existence at a later period,, v^asjwswerqji h$ 
that of a Republic^ 



' The court of Rome saw the danger, and 
prudently fotbore the display of its authority 
at a moment when ' the elevation of the 
public mind was' such that its authority 
would have been' overlooked and despised, 
BTut to do' nothing was equally dangerous* 
While, therefore, the assembly was active 
in reforming, the clergy were no less active 
m recruztlii^, aiid a formidable pbalanx was 
Bfiiied^and disciplined against iflhiis irruption 
of research aria phflosophy'. The spiritual* 
chief of £hese tt*obps' of the church militant 
was rio dbiibt tte^lioly father biinself; but 
a 4etnpotal leader Was also indispensable ; 
and tias post of flotior and of danger was 
t^fided;' %o its first son, the king of the 
FVfench, Mrho had already given indisputable 
ewl^Bteie that Ire was worthy of ihis sacred 
fiiiAt. ' 'WhenHhe clergy at the^ beginning of 
^e refVblutiott made^ a voluiitary surrender 
lapiheir priia^e*, the king, iiiliis leltter^' 
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to the archbishop of Aries, declared tl^at;ho 
jvyould never clothe this decreo. with. hi» 
sanction; and in his first letter^ to. the pope 
on the civil constitution of the. clergy, hi? 
acquaints the holy ifather, that the . c^ of 
his conscience, forbade him to sanction, thafc 
work of darkness. ;, 



/: 111 



This alliance botwe^n. the. disjcon^ente^c 
clergy in France apd ^thepjope, fobtwied^ 
therefore, a zealous auxiliary in,the persox^ of, 
Lewis the sixteenth* An objectioiij to, what 
has been stai;ed_respectiflg,t^ie;m9ral recti-^ 
tude of the kin^ may , here oQcur j and ^ it 
may be demanded,, ho^y; it w^Si jgossjUke fpir. , 
hin to reconcile his repeated ^dec^^atj.9^pl;<j^ 
the French nation, congratulating ^thejUr^^rOni 
the acquisition of^ttiei;* li)?^;rti^f 5 pffT^bi^bl^^ 
accepted the title pf restor^^ f^ji^ tfeose jjj^jl-j> 
vate negociat^Qi^, ^itb. its jjj^sfjd^t^j^in^d; 
ioes, bent on ufl^deni;ii^^^ 

^ yide lhs,;2^hJ[^UBr.p£tbifii<Kdte«iw« otiV ' 



OP laiwis acvr; ' 47 

the teTdlution itself. No apology can, indeed, 
be made for want of..iiK)Tifc redtitmde,* andr 
we may doubt of ihe sabredness^ of any re^- 
ligipn-which can temporise witb fmud^'and 
sftpctify . decieit. Far * distant f < be the iitea 
that a religion, which is still » professed * by* 
so large a portiont.of the limnan race, in^ 
cula.tes a doctrine ? which: .lobteais cat icmce 
every tie of the sbtialNrot^Id; yet* we imay;^ 
be permitted to lament, t^at: any xii^cuHarj. 
i^twces . should exirti ip: .wiWchrit^^xqrarutitioha* 
should have} so, ii^qI^ .pli^imi^ed itaimcA^ity,, 
that .the^ fi^pst pr^^pl^ss lafi moral r!«pndtiet^ 
^yen-th^jcry of, coii^oijQtice^ l^ould^ become 
entangled in its snares^ or ^)eDad bofotd iU 
machinations. , -;; . r ,•: r I . . i * 
.7.-.' C: ; •: '"' ^- -' " ^'■^■'' ' ' '. vl j.'-w,-- 

Nprjet this reflectioB be^^medin*^l^v«D^ 
If .wet, may b^ lailowed to breathe «- wish iai 
%^f j>f:a pUr!^feith,.tQ Ibster the hopy ihk^ 
a reli^MMi of diviile piigiit jnsy^ne day lappeaii' 
ini1^jP^|;f^and>gdhu>nb^^aracter, shlinMng: 
^pi^^mjaUiftAced^ %iit eontaminatt its Astiure^ 



^6d ipiirmng at those eombinations of policy 
which ^iTOUld mdkecitrthe instrument bf t^u- 
poral po%er, it is in looking back through 
th© troiibloufijTistaof the revolution to the 
period cv^hen this letter was written, and in^^ 
c«»Sitrasting tiie private correspondent of the 
pope with thefirat m^tralseof afi%e:j)feOple. 
^Ehis) letter had Jbeenonl J- twelve days written 
when we behfeld the king in th6 august 
amenably of the peo|>ie on tiie day of the 
fedei^liOT, afteirvjoinhig' ih!the most soteUm ' 
^^r of iiis reli^on/ swear iri the fac6 df 
heaven^ «nd earth^to employ the whole of tti^ 
power delegated to -him: bj^-the confelittftibriar 
k*ir §tihe states te^mftintMn the constitution 
decreed by the national assembly, and ac- 
cepted by himself, and to execute the law. 
T3m'Mtte(r was ti^aI^on hsway to Reiiie^ a 
letter in which we spfead^-aiatf^Sfrcym iflain-^ 
tiuiiiiij^ rflife constibifion, or «iecati«g the law^ 
ctet^eed hf the i«»sBmbly, he ^ilt mk'mlf 
jfefufee to sanction part 'ofrit^decre^gjTiUt^s^^^ 
^^cnia6eIs::fi:ora iis.anost tev^tifrtfte iiaeMy, itt 
t whont 
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vfhwa alwa.be ,places,)ds;trii3tr assuring Mm 
qf .his ^^^nf^^ness to ^ecute whatever orders 
he ^haU thiiik fit to seii4 him. , From this 
transactipQ . with an erroneotis consciences 
what miseries have flowed hoth for Lewia 
tl^e sixteenth and his country! .Ifa::^^^^ 
benevolently and piously disposed coultl 
reason axti act thus, what must he the mora- 
lity of the religion that admits such compro- 
mises? "Ah! popeary/^ says the sentimental 
preadher, "what mischiefs hast thou not to 
fnswer for ? ^' — But to re turri to the le tter» 3 

ifl: cotpoquenCe of the king's • former dis— 
patch^> the pop6 had chosen doctors to 
counsel' aiid. direct him. The king informs 
hU holJiies^ that he had seen those doctors^ 
as well as othiBr estimable theologians. In^ 
the conferences whidi were held on this 
Mibject, the verdict was unanimous against 
the constitution) found :to contain decrees 
contrary to cmcient ecclesiastical usages, sub- 
versive of sacred dogmas, and of the hierarchy 

voii: II. £ 
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ftnd disdplitle bf thd^^aiUckfii dbti^.- ^'1^ 
is not the pkce to ^mtt into the iSiSfctis^ioii 
df thfe Stibject,' bt k iii^lit be feasify tifeifabh^ 
stMt^^- thAt th^ilS dottdts ot the fcbilftt^tici 
had ihii^led the kiiig on each of thb^e ihi-«^ 
^rtttnt topics; uM that the fen^t lay nbt iif 
ihe refortiis decteed, but.in the abused which 
were -yet sufiered to reiildiii. All Tefomiktion; 
hoWeref^ must ha^ a fefegintiihg, and the^ 
ionstitueht {idsembly ad^aiiced a considetabW 
^fejJ. Few eillightCTied believers <A thd 
present da^ cbhtetid for Ihe creeds ai iailJ 
down by the reformers of the fifteenth cen- 
tttrjr; y^ oiir obiigktiotls to them att toot tiie 
lefes for having first cleaned the road. Whi^ 
the Mng, therefore, talks of andent usages, h^ 
means the usages then abolished. Had h^" 
consulted history rather thai! his doctors^ h^ 
might easily have found the periodd Whfeit 
thesemages had no existence, and consequently^ 
■o connection with the primitive church. 

The king goes on to describe' the parties in 
this great quarrel which divided the clergy of 
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France. A considerable portion of the French, 
he observes, adhere td the decrees of thd 
assembly J but amongst its opponents hd 
numbers the most Enlightened theologians^ 
the most celebrated doctors, the Tery greai 
majority, not to say universality, of tha 
bishops of the GalUcan church, and all good 
men attached to the worship of our fathem 
cmd to . ancient tradition. On this enunieration 
no gpnerous adversary tvould chuse to mcdc6 
any remark. The history of the popes etad 
of the kings, ancestors of Lewis the siitteenih^ 
mi^t have taught him in what estimation t0 
hold these theologians and their theology/ 
*' When I read books of theology,'^ said pope 
Ceteiitinj^ I m> lon^et* mifq)i*fehi^ttd the go^pel> 
waA when I read thd g^p^h ^ ^^ lohget com- 
^fehfend thetAogy.^^^ '' Sty 6tergy/' ^d Chil- 
ptaae,-^ are thii leettBtS of tiiy kingdom; I shall 
iomi beforoed, -^ritfemy erutfch in »iy hAttfl, W 
beg alms front ihy Wfehops.^'f " 1 httv< saV^i 
* ■ ? ■ ' . > *. 

* Hislory of the Popes, by Platina. 

t Velly, History ofThii<cfit 

E 3 
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Europe/^ says Charles Martel, ^^ from the 
Saracens ; I could wish also to save it from the 
ecclesiastics^ worse than all the Arabs of the 
universe/^^ The theology and tradition of 
the church being universal^ was then the 
same as now; the usages and customs, conse- 
quently the same : that epocha, which the 
presumption of science and the pride of lite- 
rature have entitled the age of barbarism and 
darkness, was the golden age of the church j 
but even in those remote times, so great is the 
indocility and perverseiless of mankind, we 
£nd kings that were heretics, and popes that 
were philosophers. 

The dilemma in which the king is placed 
by granting or refusing his sanction to fhe 
constitution, is very forcibly represented. If 
he refuses, ^^a cruel persecution. is raised; 
the number of enemies of the throne and 
illtar is increased j a pretext for revolt is 
fiirnished, and the evils of France are re- 

* Millot; Elements o£ History* 
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A>tibled/^ These are certainly very important 
considerations, and whicdi on minds of earthly 
mould would exert a preponderating influence ; 
but in the opposite scale are placed evils 
"which amply counterbalance the former. If 
the constitution, be accepted, "what a cause of 
scandal to the chuik^hj la our common ene- 
mies : ^' that is, the enemies of the pope and 
the king, "in giving up the heritage of Christ j 
the ministers of the Lord, who have respectetJ 
the holy ark, are punished for their fidelity 
and attachment ; the good shepherds are scat— 
terfed, and the wolves are introduced into the 
sheepfold. Oh! who will deign to guide me 
and point out the path I ought to follow ?^^ 
Unhappy monarch, ittto what hands wert thou 
fallen! - 

'< life address which follows forms too re- 
iiHorkable a contrast with the king's procla- 
mations, the repeated assurances of his acqui- 
escenceln the decrees of the assembly, and: 
his oaths^ te raaintain and execute them, not 
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to merit particular ots^rvation, "Mast holj^ 
lather, in you alone I have placed iny hope. 
The Gallican church claims all your solicitude^ 
and the desceqdant pf §t, Lewis, obedient 'to 
the legitimate aucces^or qf §t. Peter, demands 
from you not o»ly advice, but spiritual orders^ 
which he will be e^er tp execute. Never-r « 
theless, if human 'consiidf rations are of any 
weight; if the actual sfat^ of France may 
obtain some indulgence; if in the affiurs oT 
heaven we may be permitted ta consult those 
of earth j would it not b© best fdr me to tem- 
porise ! TPbe French people, ever allured by ^ 
novelties, soon fo^cg^t the object oftheir enthu^ \ 
siasm ; the idol they raisa is often the. aamie ^ 
day overthrown} tinjye,^e:2^perience,the9(Miiuels 
of wise men, heaven itself, will bring back 
this good people, misled for a moment, to the 
paje of the church, to their ancietit V<|ges, 
and their true pe^stors/' That thesp we^^^ 
the real sentiments of the iing at tbo momeat r 
admitg^of little doubt. It c^^nnot be prfcu^^ed > 
tlxat he iWovW be guilty pf dissimulation 



t»war(J^'tl»e h^cl of jfl^e, ohurcbj Insiticeritjr 
^QjlJ4 Ji^y/^' bew foj^) and tpw^rd^, tbo 
yice^rexit pf h^ayeu ijpgiety. • Thia wppp4 
igUipi^-is the l[p&5 aditii^siye, ^ tj^i^ king p^tfcf 
^oo& for ti^eu If ip tba afiairs of b^^^A 
^<it^lil$ ai^T^gpnce may h^ granted to tho^e €if 
9f ie«[itbi; jif bwjian cwf ideratioBi* be: Qf aiijp 
>^rd^t^ \et,my derpted .*^ for the intefe*te 
9f tbdii^^biebeftd.of tbG«hiwr<* tefldJbint . 
to f^ndM *0jbe> tbiit I am ;th»3 mtek aad genf W 
l?FJLtb.4ti btttc|i#r^. It i3 Ato% mfi^t boJy &tbe?^ 
tii%t" bf!fcre:ii3xwd wHa qall them«e.lve» th* 
ref4?feii»iitolAYi«># of tbie: p0r^9 I bare laiely^ 
and to pi^r«0i]> Aedaxjbd tbati wiU defend and 
inaiualablcosLditutional liberty, the prmcijdef 
of wkkb bsde'hem^oami^TaXedh^ tbe general 
mshi iis^ iilQ^ttrd imih my Pifm« J bave dedbred 
tbat J idU ^. more j lit^* I will prepwp th^ 
Ji^rt w4 wn4 of my sonifoi ibis new.ordex 
of jtbi«g^ , J.hare ordared it %) be prodaimedi, 
^ftftt.th^. mQjBar4^ and the i^pa^^sentatives of 
a^ V^s^iofXy,9r^ united m tba famaBoatitn^ati^ 
an4 4lo #(M»e ^yi$hef(9 ia cofd^r ihftt tbift iipvr 
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iiion, this firm belief, should spread the s^iri^ 
of peace and goodwill throHgh^ut t'^mnoej 
I have even menaced with my- indignation 
those who should presume to doubt of the 
fiincerity of my intentions: nay more; before 
this tetter reaches your hands, 1 ishall h^ve 
sworti in the presence of the assenabtedin&tionr 
on the festival, called the federation, to keep 
inviolate, and to execnite that oonstitutiott 
which I have accepted. But these dedarat^s, 
which I do not mean ta observe f these' oaths^ 
which issued from my lips but aame n&ifihiik 
my heart, are-^oiere; human censid^TBtiol^s^ 
condescensions to the affairs of eartii^ ^ikb 
you, who know all things, wfll -easily knovi* 
how to appreciate. I have now taked ifie ieso^ 
lution to temporise; my people are h^ta^d 
frivolous ; this airy enthujsiasm for th^ ie^isr^ 
Jcttion will sooilt be dissipated, tMs idol ol 
yesterday vf ill bei overthrown to-morrow, per- 
liapi to-day; and when I shall hate dstjpiited 
th6 faults I have'my&elf comnSitted,- an4 for 
which I am now punished by teHVetoj its t^ 
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l^^ing mercy 'Will bring on a couht^r-revo-' 
Itttion; liberty, tKe'<5ehstittition, Mid the im- 
pure spitit wMcK^ heL9 breathed, will be 
chased away into nijgbt, and the chiireh of 
France^ like the phoenix, will rise more glo- 
rious and^ triumphant. 

But to give those royal dispositions their 
due and proper effect, the active exertions of 
the spiritual " head^ were indispensibly and 
pressingly necessary. ^ Most holy father'^ 
continues the king ^*be the interpreter of 
h^aVen ! Pronounce quickly ! Be the angel of 
light to dissipate the darkness f I wait with 
impatience for your decision, and for the bull 
which the clergy^ of France solicits, which 
the bishoprrequest, and whicfh is demanded 
by the eldest son of the church, oyer faithful 
to the holy seei^^ ' •; 

When tIiis:fajncms:biiU, wliii^ justified the 
rebellion of the' cfcrgy, appeared dn the be-r 
^miig of the following year, it ^mLB generally 
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tliougb in a ipoye $aftef?ediW»n»^r, |jfwi ftJJ^% 
^ -vyelj as He natio^ aiispml^ly, uoder.tjMj 
displeasiu*^ of the cpurt of Rome. " Wlulst/' 
says tjie bqljj, father ^n ^Irii bidl, "we-w«ff 
given up to these cares (that is, in. sjn^p^r. 
thising with the French clergy and exhorting 
them to unite their t^;rs ajjd supplications 
•with our Q\m), news $tiU more desolating 
rtrike our earf we Jleain thut .the natiojjia^ 
ussembly, tjift is tp say, the ni^ority, towajcd^ 
tlie jm^dle of thai niDflth /pf July^ have .|w^-; 
Kshed a decree, which, under protjef^e ff 
establishing only a civil, c;pn3tiJtTiitio^ K^f tb^ 
clergy, a* t^e^title seeme^d to ^npoun^ce, ovey^ 
threw in reality the most sa^eddqg^as w^ 
tiie most solomn ^i^cipline. of the. church;^ 
destroyed th^ rights of the fir^t £^optQliq,^ee| 
those of the bishops, of the^ priestii, of . tbQ^ 
religious orders of both sexes, and of the 
whole dstholic eomfaiiiiiion;.. abolished £he 
most holy Icwemoiyies, took poasessian of th^ 
ncclostasticaLdoJnains and reveaues^ aad intro^ 



ifeV© not fceeii aHbtdaTOut shUddirijJg^ *W 
Mtiili»gof "this a«hJree....-Bbt to iw»ea«e otar 
gwf; tQward* thBiWwi of Aagutt <vre roceivea; 
a l^tte^) ft*** 7>te iiiflar --sdns irt Jteuf <3htt*? 
lfiwj(» .tfttfi siJrtWsntt,; hia- thost Dlrfisfi^n' tna- 
j^tjf*. in which;hftipi)0*eiJUS'iB'''fte mo»# 
•aitiesfc maimer to- flaaiifir» ky<?ar{ o****^^ 
~«t Jktaat poovisionilly, Eve' articled db«i*ed 'hf 
t^giiisetaihly, and al»€i4dgr <JoAed'H*i*hi4hi9 
iQ)^«iiotiQii; tJiipgktboBe artfclw -appeal** 

oC If^airt rto^e IdBg^ we tiiought i*'o^ dutjF 
to temporise in our answer, and writeL^of^'idnSf 
that we would submit those articles to a 
. co«ifiregBt«i« <tf «w*bi«J^':? ftci- rtofi . ■ - . 

Th^ first rematt ^fliiEit ocoiirs* i» compirfiig^ 
this lettcfrwith ti»: buH, 4i-tl*8 accorflfftfce c^t 
scmtimeiirfe feetweett-thepbp© and thc^ oottdrtaidii 
respecting tlie liiborsitf^^lie national* «fis©i*i-« 
bly. Tkeate was notiiiiDg nbyel in tfc« ^fisw^ 
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' ^«^*«EflieiBoty&tI«a...tho*e:itffeirtlTei 
«g«inst life constitu4ioiPhftd.|,4ea^^mi.e5 ^^^ 

%l.i*A*iety by th«d«cante,rti«j,cler^^.and.i^ 

w«? mrtundlthatlfiey shoiildbe i^ehfeMsed hf 

&epope. In thi? «Anfe<fe«ation, aa<,n«, ibw-n 

f»er, *cpeote*.torliav* found Liwis'thfe^i^ 

teeatkj .fcatrwhilethe imiito wa» enOius^itit? 

in its applauses, (rf,&e :fcing:of the Preadii: 

TirMle every eye was. iflia^, to warfs the res-^ 

twrer,pf.iiberty, as he gave the selenm pledge; 

of ;his,aiteclmwnt tp the nefwiorder ©fthtog^- 

the.fl^aar** had <brawix upAn act of:indict- 
fl^^V ««^*B*^ his regejieraftedi f<m«try, f aii# 
Ww.caHingi for judgment, firbin ate ihdst^insxi-v 
QjaWeofoe;' i .-.■•.-'-;."-- '•=-••-.,,,,..;.,: 
• '.'J ■■-;>' '■' . >: '.:'.''. ■ ■ .•.-;■, 
It has generally Keen tlidtighty aid ^e cbft-^ 
elusion was natural, that the pope in the pre- 
sent.inatance had imtitodted the king; but we 
ilpwj j6»d that it' was the; kbg who Jiad ex- 
cjtM r.tiW'pci)B,„ : In. ,tiiis..$piritual diplomacy 
the*?e ysairiinuchradA-eBj.. "JOhe aflfeirs of the 
clMurcft> a«>sth% f«theri;aijepecuUariy yours. 
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I giye you intimation of my red opin|(m^;%tit 
teforethe nation 1 must appear a convent to 
its doctrines, and the assertor of its righfs. ' J 
cannot wield the sword of authority* agdiist 
this irruption of heresy and schisAi, l>ut you 
may fuliftinate in security from the <iteidel df 
the diurdi; arid if a splinter from the thun-^ 
derbolt should glance by me, it will renfov^ 
every suspicion of any alliance in the eoni-^ 
mon cause. . ^ ; . 

As the king was thus strenuous ih the de-^ 
fence of the altar, the pontiff couH licit fail 
returning his kindness, and declaringTiis sen- 
timents in support of the throne, i'hktthef 
papal bull should impugn the heretical: ^rb^ 
G^edings of the assembly was reasonable 
enough. His holiness, the constituted giiaiw* 
dian of papal rights, acted in character ;• but 
Ijiis was only an act of self-^lefence : it senti^ 
ment of generosity led him to tdie a wider 
range, and to animadverl on the principles of 
tjie revolution itseE..,; " It is withrtlds view/^ 
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•ays;1iie l?c>pe, ^Hhatthey liaVe eitaMish6d, ti 
^ rig]^t of wsm in sttd^y that absolute li-^ 
berty, i/rbich not tmly ass^tQS the right of 
iDein^ uninol^^ted on account of religious 
opinions, btit which grants the libefrty erf 
tt^inkinjo^ of speaking, xrf writirig^ and eVfeit 
of printing, with impnnity, in matteti^ d? 
r^Ugkm, dll that the mbst nnrestraitted iimagi-' 
nation n^ay Suggest j a ahocldiig right, which' 
nevertheless appears to the assembly to result 
from the equality and liberty, natural to all 
Xsxen., But what can be more intm&trdus 
tiian to establish among tBen this freilBied li- 
berty and equality, which se^ms to stifle 
xeason^ tiie most precicJUs gift which ilatur^ 
ba& giyen to men, and thfe duly one which' 
distinguishes him from animals ?'' The proofs 
(]£ these 4i6se>rtion$ are equally clear with ths> 
liext : " God,^' says the popfe, " after having 
created man, aftet havihg established him in A 
place of deljjghts^ did Jle n6t threaten him trith' 
death, if be ate the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good mA evil? Aad by thij first 



order, did he not put bounds to his liberty ?— 
Human society, says St. Austin, is nothing 
else than a gpner^Vcoi^Yention.tp.obQy kings, 
and il is not so much from the social compact 
as from God bi^iself, the author of all good 
and justice, that tKe power of kings derives its 
forcer' We had always been led to think 
more highly of St. Austin's discernAient ; but 
thfe apdphthegrii's of an African seiiiii on nlat- 
terd bf civil goternittent aiie of liltld import 
taiice. The^te principles, whefever wis theii? 
inventor, and the logic Vehich th© pope brihg6i 
to theiir 8uJ)port^ at^ Hj*:orthy of teach oliiet-* 
ft was bcar^ly to be feipebted at thfe dose oJ 
the eighteenth cetitUry> that we should havO 
seen such paradoxes obtruded on the world 
by any -aiithority,- were it net that, driven 
from e^^ part.of lihe social and intellectudk 
aystem^ th^ found refuge in the condaVe of 
eardinals, and comiKosed part of th^ stores hb 
^e arsenal of the Vaticao. 
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LETTRE X:XXIII. 

A M. le due de Polignac. 

tS Notembre, 1790. 

Le tendre int^r^t que vous nous t6- 
moigncz, porte quelque allegement dana 
notre position; vos lettres*sont toujoura 
attend ues avec impatience, et lues avec seny 
sibilite ; souvent j'«i surpris lareine yersant 
des larmes, lorsque ja ltd commu^iquoia 
celles de madame de Polignaac, 

Ceux'qui, sous le pr^exte specieux cje 
tout reg6n6rer , sapent les bases de la mo- 
narchie , n'oilt point diminu^ d'audace 
depuis votre depart ; les maux de la France* 
augmententprogressrviBinent d'unemanifere 
eflfrayante; plus je m^dite Thistoire de mes 
ai'eux, plus je suis conyaincu que nous 
f sommes 
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yommes i la veille de la subversion la plus 
cruelle dStns ses r^sultats. U ^toit si facile 
d'op^rer ie bien., ^oysqu^ moi-mSme j'allois 
au-devant de tout ce que le peuple pouvoit 
raisonnableineat ambitionner). Je n'ai du 
moins rien a me reprocherj j'ai tout fait 
pour etoujBFer les haines , pr6 venir les esprits, 
et concilier les coeurs. Aujourd'hui les agi- 
lateuij's feignent de soupgonner la puret^ do 
mes intentions. Les personnes honnetes qui 
ont cbtisbtv^ de Fattachement pour moi , 
isont principalement en butte a tons ks ou- 
Irages d^iine licence sans frein. Ohaque jout 
Vblt More ded projets plus ou moins d^ 
©ff^tetrx ; sans moyens repressifs , jt feis 
seul t^te a Forage : mais cela peut-il diirer 
long-temps? Adieu, monsieur^ 

Nous conserverons toujour:^ pour vbus 
led plus afFectueux sentimens. 

LOUIS. 
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' (TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER XXXIII. 

To the duke of Polignac. 

Vtor: 1 8th/ 1790. 

The tertder interest wLicli you, express 
for us, Sir, serves to alleviate our situation; 
your letters are always expected, with im-- 
patience, and perused with sensibility ; and 
I have often surprised the queen shedding 
tears, while I imparted to her the letters of 
Madame de Polignac. 

I The men who, under the specious pre- 
text of regenerating all things, undermine 
the foundations of the monarchy, have not 
become less daring since your departure. 
The disorders of France augment in the 
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most alarming prbg^essioh, and the more I 
meditate on the history of my forefathers, 
the more 1 am convinced that we are on the 
«ve of a subversion the most cruel in its 
consequences. It was so easy to effectuate 
good, while I myself anticipated the desires 
of the people in all they could reasonably, 
hope. I have at least no subject of self- 
reproach, 

I have done all that was possible to smo- 
ther animosity, calm men's minds, and con- 
ciliate their hearts. The fomenters of 
trouble now affect to suspect the purity of 
iny inleritions. Sien^ of probity, who have 
Ireniained stedfast iti their fidelity towatds 
me, are particularly 'e:S:p6sed to the outrages 
of this unbridled licentiousness. Every 
day gives birth to projects mdre^or leM 
disastrous, without "^atiy nieans ' ot fiepfe^- 
sibn.' I stem alone the stormy torrent, but 
can 1 long resist? Farewell, Sir, we shall 
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«]ways cliewli for you tjie.mpsfc afiec;-f 
tionate sentimente^ 

LEWIS. 



OBSERVATIONS. 

6N the T[^HiRTY-^tHIRI> liETTEIt^ 

/TifOsJEi wHo ^ere ccmvefrsanf with thiet 
maimera and usages »Qf. the late f;Qurt^.:whqf 
^ew with what effro;t>teiy the. J^oUgni^c* 
ftbused the bounties pf the king^ the, manner 
In which Lewis was treated^ even iii th« 
presence of the queen^ by these insolent. fa^ 
Torites^aad the public scandal to which their 
conduct, pushed to the last excesses of th» 
^ost dissolute libertinism, gave risej will 
bear with astonishment of the irapatieiiG«r 
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wad sensibUity with which their letters wer* 
expected and read, and the affectionate ^tyl* 
in wl^ich they were answered. 

It might from thence be tx)ncluded by such 
as were unacquainted with the history of 
those personages, either that the reproaches 
which have been made them were caUim-* 
nious, or that the king had found liothmg 
in their conduct which he deemed repre* 
hensible, and was, therefore^ an indirect par^ 
ticipator in their guilt. A slight surtey^ 
however, of the character irf this prince, ait 
it is portrayed in these letters, may suffice 
to s6lve this dilemma. Henry, when he saw 
Falstaff extended on the field of battle, ex-»- 
claims, that he could have better spared h 
worthier jnan. The family of the Polignacs,, 
though they had contributed more than any 
cthar to the corruption of the court^ and 
consequently to all the disgraces and mis- 
ifottunes which had befallen it, had ren-* 
4e9ed themselves so necessary and familiar 
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to royal habitudes, that their absence was 
a real source of regret.. The king, though 
free from every t^nt which public opiuion 
had fixed on his court, was accustomed to 
meet those persons' in scenes of licensed 
gaiety; and surrounded as he was at the 
moment of reading and writing those letters 
by a fierce democrafcy, with the noise of 
Liberty, Equality, and the Rights of Man, for 
ever obtruding on his ear, we must not 
wonder if he looked back with sensibility 
and regret to that period, when after the 
toils of the chace, or the labors of the anvil^ 
which were his favorite occupations^ he 
could, devoid of care, be admitted into the 
queen's parties, to while away an hour ii^ 
convivial mirth or decent dissipation. 

After expressing his* personal feelings, th^ 
king gives his correspondent a sketch of th^ 
country. Since the departure of the Po- 
lignacs the evils of France had increased ia 
a dreadful progression. It was on the ev^ 
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of the fourteenth of July that these emi- 
grants, with the cot(rit d^Artois, escaped from 
Versailles. Since that period the ' Bastille 
had fallen, the nobility and cfergy had sur- 
rendered their feudal priTileges arid titles, 
the cotistitution had been framed, and the 
king had avowed himself the guarantee and 
iiefender of the rights and liberties of the 
people. This epocha has generally been 
considered as the most glorious and happy 
of the revolution} but to Lewis, when writing 
to tlie Polignacs, it wore the appearance of 
horror and desolation.. 

It is impossible to read this letter without 
observing with what facility the king lent 
his mind to delusion, not only respecting 
others but himself. He might probably 
think that he had done more than he ought 
in the way of revolution, an opinion which 
the Polignacs shared ; but how litle must he 
have entered into communion with his own. 
heart, when he complains that the agitators 
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pretend to suspect the purity of his inten- 
tions. How pure his intentions were, in th^ 
sense in whieh he would wish the phrase 
to he understood) may he collected from the 
last and a few preceding letters } hut it is 
scarcely ci^ndid to comment on those phrases 
too curiously, especially^ when the party tci 
whom they ^e addressed i$ the fwnily pf th^ 
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LETT RE XXXIV,* 

Au roi d* Angleterre. 

Paris^ — 1790* 

I'd! a me plaindre de votre laamistire, et, 
je me plains a vousj il a, dit-on, a veriger 
de vieilles injures, et la guerre de TAmo- 
rique se retrace a son souvenir. Ce n'est 
pas le lieu d'examiner si j'ai bien ou mal 
fait de me meler des insurg^s am^ricains ; 
ma profession de foi a 6te , pour ainsi dire, 
publique; et peut-etre que je pourrois rap- 
peler, avec honneur, mon opinion et cette 

* Cetle lettre ne fut pas enyoy^e au roi d'Angle- 
terre. Le ccmseil prive de Louis XVI craignit d a- 
vilir le monarqae^ en lui laissant faire un effort inu- 
tile. On Toit an bas de la lettre^ ^rit de la main du 
Toi , Projet de lettre au roi d'Angleterre. -^ Note d» 
fJ^dUeur fran^aU*. 
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circonstance. Mais la guerre que la Erance 
fit alors a TAngleterre , 6toit franche et 
loyale. Nos guerriers, sur terre et sur mer, 
moissonnoient des lauriers. A present on 
se bat dans Tombre , et on profite de mes 
malheurs, et des troubles de la France, pour 
perdre le monarque et la monarchic : on 
diroit meme que je suis le point de mire de 
tons les ennemis de la France. Ce qui m^af- 
flige, c'est qu'on profite de votre bonne vo- 
lont6 poui* moi , pour exciter des troubles'^ 
servir le parti des novateurs , et emp^cher 
le retour du bon ordre. Les tetes couron- 
n^es doivent se proteger: elles se com- 
battent loyalement ; mais elles sepr^tent, 
avec la meme loyaut6 , un mutual secours. 
Faites cesser , je vous en prie , le zele de 
ceux qui , en Angleterre , paroitront voij- 
loir sei^vir leur pays en nuisant a la Francis 
et a son roi ; ce sera ajouter a ma recou- 
noissance et a mon attacbement pour votre^ 
Majc&le. 

LOUIS. 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER XXXIV.* 

To the king of England. 

Paris, — 1790. ^, 

I HAVE reason to complain of your mi- 
nistry, and it is to yourself that I address 
my complaints. They have, it is said, old 
injuries to revenge, and the American war 
presents itself to their memory. This is 
not the moment to examine whether I 

* This letter was not sent to the king of England. 
Tlie privy ^conncil of Lewis the sixteenth were fearful 
of degrading the dignity of the monarch, by per- 
mitting him to make a fruitless effort. At the bottom 
of the original letter is written by the king, Projet 
de lettre au roi d'Arigleterre. Sketch of a letter to 
the king of England. — Note af the French Editor. 
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acted well or ill by interfering in the con- 
cerns of the ini^urgent Americans; my pro- 
fession of faith was, as it were, public; and 
perhaps I might recall with honor my opi- 
nion on those events. But the war then car- 
Tied on by France against England was frank 
and loyal, and our warriors on land and 
sea reaped laurels. At present we fight in 
the dark, and advantage is taken of my 
misfortunes, and the troubles of France, to 
destroy the monarch and the monarchy. I 
seem, jlndeed, to be the peculiar mark of all 
the enemies of France; and what particu- 
larly afflicts me, that they avail themselves 
of your goodwill towards me, in order ta 
excite troubles, to serve the faction of inno^ 
vators, and prevent the return of order^ 
Crowned heads ought to protect each oth^r; 
they employ openly, when in hostility, th^ 
force of arms, but with the same franknesa 
they afford each other mutual succo^ur^ 
Put a stop, I beseech you, to the zeal of 
those persons in England, who pretend Ja 
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Aenre iheir country by injuring Ffance and!. 
Jier king; you will by so doing increase 
my gratitude and attachment to your Ma- 
jesty. 



OBSERFATIONS 

ON THE TRlRTY-yOURTH X#ETTBR» 

-: T^r letter, it •ptieai^d^.was written-td the 
Jpng 4bi England, on the supposition that the 
jBds'tish: nunisters had been actiye in prb-e 
watiog the caiUa^ of the French J^evolutiorf♦ 
^|?he motive for ^is mi pf hoatili^ is iXj^SgA 
to be the remembrance of the American war, 
a:ud a de$ir« to revenge the itfjiftie* Which. 
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the Britisi crown had reeeired from the dis-' 
memberment of the^ American colonies, fa- 
cilitated- by the alliance of the insutgenti 
with France. The king appears to consider 
hijtiself -at present in a similar situation, 
with respect to his own subjects, to that in 
which he had contributed to place the king 
of England j but pleads that the present mo-* 
3nent was not the time to enter into ex- 
planations whether he did right or wrong 
to mingle himself with the cause of the 
American colonies, and appeals to the opi- 
nions which he individually entertained at 
fhat time, and which were such as it became 
a king to entertain. ^ ' " ' 

If we^ look ba^k to th0^ period when«tho 

kiiig wrcrte this letter^ w^may discover that 

.Ms remonstrances wei^es in ^art well founded. 

.The &i«feh minister had joined iii tji^'ge- 

»«rat -Exultation wMth filled every heart 
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that beats for the freedom and happiness of 
mankind; he had shared that sacred glow 
which animates every true British boson , 
when, the cause of liberty is the subject c£ 
contest. In the first debates on the Fr^ich 
revohition which took place in the Britith- 
parliament, th^ minister • declares, that he. 
was ^'persuaded the troubles of. France, 
would .terminate in general harmony and 
regular' order; fliat when the tranquillity 
of thai country was restored, it WQuld prove 
freedom rightly undei'stood; freedom resulting 
from good order and goc^ government; 'and 
that thus circumstanced y France would stand 
forward as one of I3i6' naost brilliant power % 
in Europe. ^^ That sush language.^ as' this 
Should be displeasing to the king^is natnialy 
arid justifies the niode of complaist^whndjt 
)^e makes in the opening of his epifltlfi. .. 

: B^t introcted as Jl«ewis no doubt was, in 
the parliamentary Jiistoiry of England, it is 
wiguljp: he should have.forgot^i^tjia^ the 
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inumier who used this seditious language ia 
favor of French liberty, had been a stiU more 
ordent defended of the cause of liberty ia 
America^ and that in this contest they had 
both fought on the dame side. "I am per- 
siiaded) ^' said this minister, '^ and will af- 
firm, that the war of the Bdtish gbyenunen(r 
against the liberties of that country is ar 
most accursed, wicked, barbarous, cruel, un^ 
natural, unjust, and diabohbal war. That it 
ii^tkd conceived in injustice, nurtured and 
brought forth in folly; that its footsteps were 
marked with blood, slau^ter, persecution^ 
and devastation of every kind, and that in 
its pro$ecution every thrdg was to be found 
which • co;nstitutes . moral dbpravity. The 
^xpence ?of it Wai enormous^ : mtich bSeyonft 
atiyjiforlner erpence, lind .yet what ha4 the 
British, suxtioa received inc r^urn 7 Nothing 
but a series of ineffective victories, or se- 
vere delt?ats; viclories t>nfy celebrated with 
temporary triumph over our brethren, vvhoitt 
^t wcmlrf trample d<ih?vA and destroy, o^ 
f narratives 



<iarrative» of the glorious exertions of mea 
fitru^ling in the holy cause of liberty;^' 

The general arguments used by Lewis the 
sixteenth, in order to prevail with the king 
of England to check this revolutionary spirit 
in his ministry, appear more reasonable. 
*' Crowned heads ought to protect each 
other ; they fight loyally, but with the same 
loyalty they lend each other assistance. ^'^ 
*rhat is, in all contentions between princes, 
such as have, hitherto desolated the worlds 
and made it a vale of tears, the people are 
either condemned to a tame and silent ac- 
(quiescence in the miseries of war, or are 
forced into acts of mutual slaughter and 
devasta4:ion, which the king calls reaping 
laurels for the glory of their respective mas-^ 
ters; but whenever the people become so 
tenlightened as to sit down themselves, and 
count the cost of those expensive operations 
of which they bear the whole burden, then 
it is that crovvned heads, who have fought 

VOL* ir* 6 
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SO loyally, ought to lend mutual aid against 
a common foe, which the king characterises 
by the " sect of innovators who prevent the 
return of good order. ^^ 
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LETTRE XXXV. 

A madame la princesse de Lamballe. 

(Sans date.) 

Vous avez trouv6, Madame , a la cour de 
St. James une terre hospitaliere ; uri peuple 
tranquille et fiers des lois qui le prot^gent ; 
un monarque cher a la nation angloise , et 
digne, par ses vertus, de son amour. Vous 
devez etre heureuse, et vous voulez nous 
sacrifier vt)tre bonlieur ; vous voulez reve- 
nir pres de nous partager nos peines et 
€5elles de la reine ; ce d^vouement est trop 
noble et trop g6n6reux, pour que je ne vous 
engage pas a en suspendre Fex^cution encore 
quelque temps. Ce sera nous prouver que 
vous nous aimez, que de vous conserver 
pour des jours plus heureux, si nous pou- 
vons encore les esp^rer. Le present est af- 
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freux! quel sera notre avenir? — Dieu ei 
les medians seuls le savent Nous desirous 
sans doute beaucoup vous voir j mais nous 
ne vous ainierions que pour lious , si noua 
ne balancions pas vos tendres sentimens 
par la priere la plus instante, de ne pas 
vous exposer dans un moment ou tous les 
crimes ont leur impunity, et tous les ex<5esi 
leurs approbateurs^, 

AgrcScz, Madame, les assurances du plui 
tendre ct du plus sincere attachement. 

LOUIS. 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER XXXV, 

To the princess of Lamballe, 

(Without date.) 

You have founcj, Madam, at the pourtof 
St. James's an hospitable land, a people in 
tranquillity, proud of thp laws by which 
they are protected, and a monarch dear tQ 
the ]p)nglisl^ nation, and worthy of their af- 
fection by his virtues. You cannot but be 
happy, and you would sacrifice your feli-r 
city for us ; you propose returning to share 
my sorrows, and those of the queen. Thiji 
devotedness is too noble and too generousi, 
not to lead me to persuade you to suspend 
for some time the execution of your pur-, 
pose? You will give us a proof of your at-. 
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tachment by preserving yourself for hap- 
pier days, if we may still hope for such. 
The present is horrible^ what will futurity 
do for us? God, and the wicked alone know. 
We no doubt wish much to see you, but 
we should love you only for ourselves, if 
we did not counterbalance your tender 
sentiments by our most earnest entreaties, 
that you will not expose your safety at a 
period when all crimes find impunity, and 
all excesses meet with approbation. 

Receive, Madam, the assurance of the 
most tender and sincere attachment. 

LEWia 
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OBSERrATIONS^ 

eN THE THIRTY -FIFTH IiETTER- 

The name of Madame de LambaHe recalls 
<me of those horrible epochas^ which has 
done more towards rending the cause of 
the revolution and liberty odious^ than all the 
declamations and sophistry which, have been 
urged against them^ 

This letter being without a date, it is diffi- 
cult to know the precise jnoment in which 
it was written. The king has characterised 
it in a few words j ^^ the present is hideous^, 
what will be the future 1'^ It appears, how- 
ever, to have been written in the course of 
the year 1790, when none of those events so 
disgraceful to the revolution hadtakea place. 
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and when, had the king been sincere in 
his public professions, the palace of the 
Tuilleries and France might have been found 
as safe an asylum for Madame de Lamballe, 
as the court or the country of which t^ei 
)(ing makes ih^ eulogiuiq. 
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^ETTRE XXXVI, 

A M' de Malesherbes. 

(Sans date, 1790.) 

Vous pr^tendez , mon cher MaJeslierbes, 
que je dois demander le i^etOy et que je dois 
regarder cet acte de souverainet6 comme le 
plus beau privilege de la monarcliie chez 
un peuple libre. Que peuvent etre pour 
inoi des droits. . , . . . lorsque j'ai fait le 
sacrifice de ceux dont les siecles avoient 
aanctionn^s la ii6cessit6 , et qui fa^soient le 
plus bel omement de macouronne? Je ne 
4emanderai rien; m^is je la^sse aux vrais 
amis de la revolution, et a votre eloquence, 
mon cher Malesherbes , le soin d'acquerir 
ce beau droit que je crois propre a faire ai- 
mer la liberty , a la consolider , et a rendre 
plua auguste et plus digue des Frangois^ lo 
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roi constitutionnel qu'on veut leur dol^* 
Tter. Agissez, mon cher Malesherbes, et 
soyez sur de ma reconnoiasance. JTai fait 
droit a vos demandes« Soyez persuade que- 
les services que vous me rende;? ne sortir 
ront jamais de ma m6moire : puis-)e un jpuir 
les r^compeuser ea roL 

LOUISi 



(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER XXXVE 

Tq M. de Malesherhes. 

(Without date, 1790.) 

You pretend, my dear Malesherbes, that 
I ought to demand the i^eto^ and consider 
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this act of sovereignty as the first privi- 
lege of the monarchy among a free people. 
What avail rights to me who have sacri- 
ficed those of which ages had sanctioned 
the necessity, and which were the brightest 
ornament of my crown? I will ask nothing, 
but I leave to the real friends of the revo- 
lution and to your eloquence, my dear 
Malesherbes, the care of acquiring for me 
this noble right, which appears to me cal- 
culated to inspire the love of liberty, to 
consolidate it, and to render the constitu- 
tional king, whom they would give the 
French, more august and more worthy of 
the people. Go on, my dear Malesherbes, and 
be assured of my gratitude* I have com- 
plied with your requests; be persuaded 
that, the services you render me will never 
be efiaced from my remembrance; may I 
one day recompense tbjem in a manner 
worthy of a king, 

I^WIS. 
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OBSERrjTIONS 

ON THE THIRTY-SIXTH liETTER. 

This letter, without date, appears to have 
been written in the beginning of the year 1 790, 
when the question cpncei^ing the veto was 
debating, and which was afterwards decree^ 
to be suspensive. The king at first seems 
carpless about this prerogative, and does not 
conceal from M. de M alesherbes his chagrin 
at the loss of what he calls his royal rights, ojf 
which ages had sanctioned the pecessity, ancl 
which formed the fairest ornament of his 
crown. This sujlen indifierence, however, 
passes quickly across his mind, and l^e in- 
structs his minister to use all his efiprts to 
clothe him with this prerogative, which he 
afterwards styles un beau droit, fitted to con- 
solidate liberty as well as make it beloved, 
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knd render more august and worthy of the 
French, the constitutional king whom they 
^ere desirous of obtaining. 

The difference of style in the king's letters 
to his friends is not unworthy of remark. 
To the former habituis of the court, together 
with the pope, the revolution was all horror 
and chaos ; the present was hideous, and the 
futurd still more dreadful. Maleshefbes -tvas 
the friend of tatiorial liberty; hef was a 
Mentor whose frowns the monarch dreaded ; 
and though he might for a moment complain 
of the despoiled privileges he had lost, he 
smooths the wrinkles of his old minister by 
talking of the valuable rights which he hair 
gained^ 
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LETTRE XXXVIL 

A M. Valibi Maury. 

3 F^yrier, 1791. 

M. Tabb^, vpTis avez le courage des 
^mftro we, r^loquence des Chrysostdme. La 
haine de bien de gens vous enyironne. 
Comme un autre Bossuetj il vous est im- 
possible de transiger avec I'erreur ; et vouft 
etes, comme le savant eveque de iM>ai/a?, 
en butte a la calomnie. Bien ne m etonno 
de votre part Vous avez le zele d'un veri- 
table ministre des autels, et le cceur d'un 
FranQois de la vieille monarchie. Vous ex- 
citez mon admiration; mais je redoute pour 
vous la haine de nos ennemis communs; ils 
attaquent a la fois le tr6ne et Taut el, et vous 
les d6fendez Tun et Tautre. II y a quelques 
jours^ sans votre imperturbable sens froid^ 
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sans vos ing^nieuses r^parties , je perdois un 
Frangois totalement d6vou6 a la cause de 
son roi, et I'^glise nn de ses d^fenseurs les 
plus 61oquens. Daignez songer que nous 
avons besoin de vous ; que vous nous ^tes 
n^cessaire, et qu'il n'est pas toujours util© 
et toujours bien, de s'exposer inutilement 
a des perils certains. Usez avec moderation 
de ces talens, de ces conngissances , de ce 
courage dont vos amis et moi tirons vanity, 
Sachez temporiser ; la prudence est ici bien 
n6cessaire : votre roi vous en conjure. Trop 
heureux s'il pent un jour s'acquitter en- 
vers vous , et vous prouver sa reconnoi** 
tance, son estime et aon amiti^. 

Louia 
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(tRANSLATlON.) 

LETTER XXXVIf. 

To the aibd Maury. 

^^TXxaxy 5d, 1791. 

V 

! M. Tabb^, you have the courage of Am^ 

/ bro^e, and the eloquence of Chrysostom* 
You are an object of hatred to many, sincej 
like Bossuet, it is impogsible for you to ca- 
pitulate with error; and, like the learned 
bishop de Meaux, you are a mark for ca- 
lumny. Nothing from you astonishes me; 
you have the zeal of a true minister of the^ 
altar, and the heart of a Frenchman of theJ 
old monarchy. While you excite my ad-* 
miration, I fear for you the hatred of out 
common enemies, who attack at once the 
throne and the altar, while you are the 
jh defender 
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defender of both. Some days past^Jiad it not 
been foryour admirable presence of mind, 
your ingenious repartees, I should have 
lost a Frenchman, entirely devoted to the. 
cause of his king, and the church one of 
its most eloquent defenders. Deign to re- 
member that we stand in need of you, that 
you are necessary to us, and that it is not 
always useful, dr always laudable, to ex- 
pose oiii*seli?«s to certain dan^r. Employ 
with moderation thosig talents, that know- 
ledge,' ^«ml that courage^ which to your 
Iriends and 'me are a source of triumph. 
Learn t?>t^m][)brise; your king enjoins Jrou- 
to make tise'Of that prudence which is now 
beCQinte^o necessary : too happy if he should 
one ^y^bef^^farfbled to acquit himself to- 
wards you, tod prove to you his gra'ff- 
tude, ejttfeciii,knd friendship* 

^' ^^^-^^ ' ■ '' • -"• LEWIS. * 
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, , OBSERVATIONS . 

ON THE THlRTY-StlYJENTH lOlTTiaiU 

«f Abu^ds ia the chuortib and irt tb® bys^em^ 
m^at of ?rancei wd& the aUbe Mamy.: \ Bom in 
theJowercUs4^,4>f scKH^ty,hqfe|itf i^$i»d,hiiHfc-< 
^f If 4<o don^ider^bje ^jnifienoe to thfe^ffemlujiy ak 
far R^ ii^lated t<i Boclea^a&tical .Ibf^fi^fie^ay aia(J 
fey his diJigBti«e4iBd,per^yerbtfW,>b^tl».pMI 
fabric eoHt^nT?ed^'^o04 bay^,nO'^«^i^tteii^ 
stm higher: prefe^Uji^i^f. . , I^,wafrfa ^iv pg 
«pti£ie elevatiqn of^miad^and ipdejeijAeilfipi o|l 
character; too openly; immoral to be ^^l?yj^-j 
crite^and placing the defence which he mad«r 
for things as they were, on its proper and 
legitimate basis, the inconrenienoe which 
cwould arise from any change to those wh» 

ft T T' 
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were in actual possession. I never htiotli that 
the abbe talked much of the holiness: of the 
$iky of the common enemy's inrasioh bflha 
spiritual heritage of Christ, or of the wolyes 
getting into the sheepfold; this was tho 
whifung cant of devotees, which the abbS 
disdained* The ark and heritage he defended 
with the courage of Ambrose and the. elo-^ 
qu^nde of Chrysostom, were the church and 
the fourscore farms with which it had en-» 
dowed him ; and the only wolves he found 
iu the sheepfold, were the decrees of the 
natiotial assembly, which were aboid to s]poit 
him of his lair possessions. 

But however personal -virere fhfe abba's mo- 
tives, and although he could not defend hid 
l)\vn privileges without warring for those of 
others, the obligations of the court were not 
less due for the ardent «eal which he disco-^ 
r^fed m ev6ry occasion in the common cause. 
^* Mothirig," says the king, "astonishes me oil 
yewr part/^ The public shared with his majesty; 
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the merit wMch the poet attributes to the 
-wiftdam of "wondering at nothing ;^^ but 
though the public would have rendered equal 
justice to the abbe's zeal and pertinacity, it is 
doubtful whether any party, even the least 
disposed to the revolution, would, have so far 
dishonored religion, or the memory of its most 
illustrious defenders, as to have found proto- 
types for the abb6 Maury in Ambrose, Chry- 
sostom, or Bossuet. 

. Although there was nothing really asto- 
nishing in the conduct of this intrepid cham- 
pion of the throne and the altar, we feci a' 
sentiment of pity, in reflecting that the king 
had sunk so low in his own esteem as to 
write a letter of this import.. The abba's 
fame, which was spread wide through the 
world, must have reached the king. His 
levities, follies, prodigalities, and vices, were 
subjects of public notoriety, and none pre- 
yious to the revolution had been more the 
subjects of his repartees and witticisms thaft 



OP liEWIS XVI. lOl 

the court, and the king himself. Instances of 
-these anti-royal pleasantries I have heard re— ' 
corded by the abbe's associates 5 but ihes6 
serve rather to raise than lower him in our 
esteem : since whatever dispositions he might 
have felt' to criticise power, he had the gene- 
rosity to employ his talents in aiding fallen 
greatness. He was incapable of breaking the 
reed which misfortune" had bruised ; and 
though numbers may have to recount the 
tricks which the abbe has played them, I 
have never heard him accused of malignity or 
meanness. 

The style of this letter is merely compli-^ 
mentary ; the king pays his court to this tur- 
bulent ecclesiastic, and beseeches him, like 
the princess of some romance her favored 
lover, not to expose his precious days to 
certain dangers* That the abbe had enacted 
the Ambrose, the Chrysostom,. and the Bos— 
sruet, in the same manner as Rivai'o!, in a 
form^ letter, is said to rival Mably and Con- 
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dillac; that he had the »eal of a true minister 
of the altar, and the heart of a Frenchman of 
the old monarchy, might excite the king's 
admiration, though he had just before ob-*- 
served^ that nothing the abbe did astonished 
him : but such expressions as these — ^' Deign 

to remember that yoii are necessary to us 

Use \vith moderation those talents, those 
lights, that courage,* which to your friends 
and to me are a source of triumph ! Your 

king conjures yon Too happy to prove his 

gratitude, etc. etc/^ All this appears a style 
somewhat strange, when addressed by Lewis 
the sixteenth to such a personage as the abb4 
Maury. 

This letter serves also to shew us the frame 
and temper of mind of i\e king at this epocha« 
Every thing in it is of counter-revolutionary 
tendency 5 but with the weakness and incerti- 
tude which were habitual to the king, nothing 
alarms him more than the abb6^8 intrepid 
and daring character. The king was a great* 
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temporiser. He had recommended tempo- 
rising to the pope, and the pope in his 
brief was temporisifig also. He gives the 
same counsel at present tbthe abb6. ^^ Know 
how to temporise/^ The unfortunate Lewis 
temporised, alas! too long. The abbe, with 
all his daring boldness, was more prudent 
and more fortunate. He found that notliing^ 
was to be gained by temporf^ng^; Th^ tfevo- 
lutionary mania increased rather than dimi- 
nished'; and when it came to a point tliat 
the abb6, who kncAV the signs of the times, 
deemed truly dangerous, he temporised by a* 
voluntary exile. He is now, happily for 
himself, seated quietly in some bishopric near 
the Appennines with the tftle of cardinal, the 
well earned reeorapensfe 6f'his ^segft und his' 
efforts; whete- he has^ amused his solitary' 
hours in writing the hiatoa*y of his own times,' 
no doubt a most eurious and inti&resting work, 
and where he welcomes all well educated 
Frenchmen, of whatever political complexion^ 
who wiU dp him ihi^ favor of a visit. 
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LETTRE XXXVIII. 
A PieLVI. 

18 Furrier, 1791. 
TrAs-S AINT PilRB , 

MfiSDAMES ont manifeste le d^sir de vi- 
siter les 6tats de votre Saii^let6, et de voir 
cette Rome antique , oil les vertus et le vrai 
m6rite sont assis suf la chaire de St. Pierre* 
Mestantes, plus heureuses que moi, sont 
allies cherclier un instant de bonheur et de 
repos , qu'elles sont dignes de trouver prfes 
de votre Saintet6, Vous daignerez, tres- 
saint Pere ^ adoucir , par vos bont^s, I'exil 
yolontaire auquel les oondamne les troubles 
politiques qui agitent la France. Mesdames 
t^inoigneront a votreSaintetcleur vive gra- 
titude : pour moi, je desire particulierenrient^ 
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tris-saint Pire, Tons demontrer, dans toutes 
les circonstances , la- y6n6ration profbnde 
que je me fais gloire d'avoir pour vous. 

LOUIS. 



(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER XXXVIIL 

To Pius FI. \ 

February i8th, 1791. 
Most holy father, 

Mesdames have manifested a desire to 
visit the states of your Holiness, and con- 
template that ancient Rome, where virtup 
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and trua merit are seated on the throne of 
St Peter. My aiuits, happier than I am, 
are gone to seek, for a moment, that h^ippi- 
nes$ and repose, which they deserve to 
find near your HoUness* Deign, holy 
father, to soften by your goodness that 
voluntary exile,into which they are led by 
the political troubles that agitate France, 
Mesdames will testify to your Holiness 
their lively gratitude ; for myself, I desire 
particularly,. most Holy Father, to demon- 
strate to you on all occasions that profound 
veneration in which I glory. 
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OBSERrATIQ]S(S 

ON THE THIRTY-EIGHTH liETTIIU 

Thb desire shewn by the king^s aunts to 
visit the states of his holiness, was per- 
ffectly reasonable. They had the sagacity 
to perceive that the state vessel, although 
repaired, would not fail to founder, as well 
from the insubordination of the crew, as 
the want of skill in the pilots ; and there- 
fore determined to seek the shore before 
the storm, which they saw approaching, 
gathered into a tempest. The king had the 
tenderest attachment to his aunts, which 
they repaid by a Variety of good counsels, 
and which, although they were not always 
in tile most perfect conformity to the new 
order of things, would, had they been fol- 
lowed, have prevented ^any of the evil* 
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which befel that unfortunate prince. Find- 
ing at length the inutility of their further 
interference, they shook off the long habits 
of a sedentary life, and visited the more 
tranquil states of Europe. The obstacles 
which beset them on their quitting the vi- 
cinity ^of Paris, and the revolutionary diffi- 
4Ci}Hies. they encountered in travelling through 
the departments, may be read in the debates 
of the national assembly, and more at large 
in the annals of M. Bertrand de MoUeviUe. 
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LETT RE XXXIX. 

AM. le comtc cl^Artois. 

. Lss genlilshomme& qui vous ont suivi^ 
et qui pour tous out abandonn6 leur pa-*- 
trie J ae plaigixent am«rement. Us ant tout 
quitt^ ;pour I'hpnneur, pour defendre le 
;trpne e^ I'autel : il nezja'agit pas de savoirvsi 
yous et eux avez sagement agi; souveut j^ 
fj^pi^S/^ attrist^ eii vous poxtant mesplisiiates 
^i ce» sujet. Leiir sacrifice est d'autant plus 
jai6ritoire , que dekies^s, exil6s,>pour ainsi 
dire^ dans le fondadcsprbvinc^s, lesbien* 
fsuts de la, cour venoierit rarement les oher^ 
cber^ et que leui: patiinioine n'eh '^rtoit pa^ 
moins consacr^ a la d^nse de I'Etat* Le« 
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gentilshommes se plaignent qu'ils soiit mal- 
trait^s par la hailte noblesse, qui daigne a 
peine les regarder, et ne veut voir en eux 
que -das inferieurs. Cependant le d^voue- 
ment de cette classe de la noblesse me pa- 
roit digne d'^loges. Quel fut son int^r^t en 
embrassant la cauise Ae^ princes exiles? il 
n'en fut point pour elles ; e1^scependant elle 
prend les armes, se prepare auc(^l^ ; tan- 
dis que ceux qui feignent de les ni6priser, 
^emblent nWoir f ui qtie pour se sbtis- 
traire aU danger. Mon firere , aycz xiei> 
^gatds pour ces braves Fra£n?ois, qui se sont 
d^Toixes^, et ne pouffrez pas qu'ils soienl 
avilis/ Dites-letir^ >qtie totite ma nobles Afe 
m'feat dkire, et q<le je porte tou^ les Fran*- 
CKus dans mon odeur. Oh ! je soufifrfe trop dfe 
.votreabsleni^e, pour ne pas g^mir de Cet exit^ 
qui me laisse a k merd de mes ennemis^ 
^ui me fait envimger poiar ma noblesse et 
poilr Jes , primres de mon sang , les pluA 
grinds iAialhetn^; Oh !, i^ites aouvfent auji 
Frin^ois^ ; malgci: mbn/.Toeu, malgr6 inea 



jc»iii:€s, r6^m^ »u.r les hoxds dxi Rkin ^ que 
^'ed perdu toute esperance ; qu'il m'est im- 
possible de terrasser I'hydre des diw^ordes, 
ide;r#Qoiicilier lee esprits^ de ramenef la {mix 
j^t^rieure,;nuus que ^ans lfB3 grands dau« 
get^ qui m'^nvironnant, il m* reste encoi« 
I^H^.rewurpe, ceUei d# savoir mourir. 



(TRANSLATION.) 

To the count d^Artois. 

March aotbi, 1791, ^ 

^Mybrothee, 
yrlit> lit^v# a.bit^d6i^4 'tbdo^/^cotuit^yv^^ 
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you, complain bitterly. They have relin- 
quished every thing for honor, and the de- 
fence of the throne and the altar* We will 
not now discuss whether you and they haVe 
acted wisely or no; I have often made you 
melancholy by my remonstrances on thit 
subject. The sacrifices they have jdlado 
have so much the more merit, that aban-* 
doned, exiled, if I may use the expression, « 
in their distant provinces, the bounties of 
the court but seldom reached them, and 
yet their patrimony was not the less con- 
secrated to the defence of the state. These 
gentlemen complain that they are all ill- 
used by the higher nobility, who scarcely 
deign' to look upon them, anti will oiily see 
in them their inferiors. 

Nevertheless, the conduct of this part of 
the ^nobility appears to me deserving of 
praise. What interest had they to embrace 
tiie^cause ^fc tibe iexikd piinoes? Thoy h^d 
»oti©^^what©¥erj^d y^ theyrteke up a^iiis^- 
f and 
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«ind prepare themselves for combat, while 
those who affett to despise them, seem to 
have fled themselves only to avoid danger. 

My brother, pay attention to those French- 
men who have devoted themselves, and do 
not sufiFer them to be degraded. Tell them, 
that all my nobility are equally dear to 
me, and that every Frenchman has a place 
in my heart Alas 1 1 suffer too much from 
your absence, not to deplore that exile which 
leaves me at the mercy of my enemies, and 
malces me foresee accumulated misfortunes 
for my nobility, and the princes of my \ 
blood. Oh ! repeat often to those French- j 
men wha are assembled against my wishes, \ 
against my orders, on the banks of the \ 
Rhine, that I have lost all hope; that it is / 
impossible for me to subdue the hydra of / 
discord, conciliate men^s minds, and re-es- ' 
tablish internal peace ; but that amidst the 
great dangers with which 1 am surrounded, ' 

VOL. II, I 
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ttere still remains for me one resource^ 
tliat of knowing how to die. 

LEWIS. 



tk. 



OBSERFA'rlONS 

OK THE THIRT^Y-^NINTH liETTER- 

In the €oimtrie5 oii the continent whercr 
the French nobility emigrated, nothing con- 
tributed to give the inhabitants so favora- 
ble an idea of the principles of the French 
revolution, as the conduct of those fugitive 
defenders of the throne and the altar. When 
they first made their irruption into the» 
sober and moralised countries on either side 
the Rhine, the representations they gave of 
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the horrors and persecutions they had un- 
dergone, created an interest in their suffer- 
ings; hut the grave citizens of Germany 
soon felt that their sympathy had heen ex- 
torted under false pretences, and perceived 
with regret, that the manners and principles 
which those new colonists introduced, were 
ill calculated to increase the stock either of 
private or public virtues. 

Misfortune, which is usually a corrective 
of irregularities in minds of generous mouldy 
could have but little effect in strengthening 
those whose tone was completely destroyed 
by the disorder of their lives. The situa- 
tion of their country, th.e destruction of 
their privileges, the calamities which ap- 
peared to surround their relatives and 
friends, might, at least, have served as a mo- 
mentary check to. that fury of prodigality 
aud licentiousness which disgraced the first 
years of their flight. Instead of being sub- 
dued by the prospect of difficulties and 

Z 2 
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dangers, some of those exiles, lite sailors 
on the approach of shipwreck, grew more 
dissolute; and the same conduct which had 
contributed inbre than most other causes to 
Ibring on the revolution in France, now 
produced its justification abroad. The re- 
volutionists 'could not have employed more 
active emissaries than the emigrants of this 
description; they were the dreadful propa-^ 
gande^ which made flie cause of the throne 
and the altar odious% 

That feome of those fugitive Cesars should 

liave imagined the 'world to be their own ; 

"that the ^property, tlie domestic happiness^ 

^he persons even 6f the people of other 

"cotiiltries were at their absolute disposal^ 

Svas liatufal ' enough, since it was a habit 

T:1iey1ikd contracted in France, But Cesar, 

liowever arrogant he might have been in 

countries where he made irruptions, was 

never impolitic enough to treat his brother 

ca^^tadns or colleagues with insolence. He 



might Bave enslaved and d^gpcaded those; 
'whom he conquered, which, however, does., 
not appear from history, but his soldiers- 
always partook of his good fortunes. Let 
ixs beg pardon of the shade of Cesar for 
this profanation of his name, though only 
fey way of contrast ; but what was the con-^ 
duct of those emigrants of the haute np^ 
hlesse T It is the king's letter to his brother^ 
which forms the act of accusatipn. " Thej^e: 
gentlemen complain that they are ill treated 
by ihiQ-haul^ noblesse^y^p acarcely deign to 
look at them>.and who see in them notJ^Mng^ 
but inf(prio;rs; jievprthel^ss^ the devotedi;ie^% 
^f this elf ss of nobility app^ar^^to ip^ ^otthy 
€)f eulogiii^. W]^at ii;itcre^t ]|;iad t^ey tO; 
embrace the rcause of the f;^^ prin9§§?i 
Uiif ca,u?e-wa3 not their qwn; neverth^lejs,^ 
fttey haye,tfiken arms, an4 ^^ preparing: 
fpr action, while those who affect tpdefpiso 
^em seem to have fled, only tpsav^ them- 
selves frpm: daD^r.^' What a picture of 
mpojicy, arrogancfe, cruelty, ^d cowardice t 
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Qjid this indictment is drawn up by a rery 
tender handj a hand much more disposed to 
soften than to aggravate : no suspicion of 
untruth or exaggeration can be admitted 
here. While the king remonstrates and 
accuses, he petitions and pleads; ^' My 
brother, have some pity for those brave 
Frenchmen who have thus devoted them— 
eelves, and do not suffer them to be de-* 
^aded/^ 

It has often been stated in justificatioa 
of the king, that he was always adverse 
to the system of emigration. It appeals' 
from this letter, that this measure had fre- 
quently been the subject of contention be- 
tween Lewis the sixteenth and his brother* 
^^ I have often,'* says the king, " wearied 
you with my complaints on this subject. I 
suffer too much from your absence not to 
grieve at this exile, which leaves ine at the 
mercy of ray enemies, and which holds out to 
my nobility, arid the priniees of my blood^i 
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the prospect of the direst misfortunes. Ohf 
repeat often to those Frenchmen in spite 
of my wishes, in spite of my orders, as- 
sembled on the banks of the Rhine> etc.^*' 
Now, if these things be true j if this emi- 
gration, if these hostile preparations were 
contrary not only to the king^s wishes, but 
to his orders ; if this insuking defiance held 
out to France by thoso titled malcontents^ 
was attended with such imminent dangers 
both to the royal authority and person, and 
the event proved that those dangers were 
not chimerical; what remorse ought to fill 
the bosoms of those who persisted in this 
act of hostility, in spite of repeated warnings 
and supplications, till they had consume 
mated the fall of the monarchy, the ruin 
of the monarch, and their own? 

In viewing the matter on . this side only^* 
and in reflecting on all the evils which fol- 
lowed those acts of rebellion and projected 
hostility on the part of the princes, it u 
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difficult to suppvesis a sentiment of hidigna^ 
lion. But in comparii^ tbe diflfer^it parta 
of thes^ letteFSy we caB scarcely believe 
that all the princely feelings of enmity 
towards the revolution had emigrated beyond 
the frcmtiers, or that there was not as much 
fin committed against liberty within the- 
trails^ as without. Haw is it possible to 
reconcile the lamentations of the king o» 
his brothw's emigration,, with the eulogium 
he is disposed to pass on those disinterested 
provincials, who had taken arms, and were 
preparing for combat? Had the king been 
well persuaded tliat these emigrant assem- 
bliei; on the Rhine were contrary to his 
wishes and his orders, this surely is not the 
language he would have used. Instead of 
instructing the count d^^rtois that thes» 
gentlemen had left every thing for honor, 
for the defence of the throne and the alfer, 
which was the court synonyme at the time 
for counter revolution; instead of recom- 
mending them to the special proteqtioa of 
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his btother, as that "p&rt of the family of 
Frenchmen whom he himself bhemhed th» 
most; it is more reasonable to suppose that 
he would have giren counsels or instruct 
tions of a tendesiey tot^y the reyer$e« 
His language to his brother might hay^ 
been that of a^onition; your enamf^e, h^ 
might have told him, has seduced #th^$ 
who have not y6va^ motives fox this deser-*- 
tion of their country, and who, from a raia 
disposition, have presumed that the wrost 
way of recommending themselves tx^ tho 
notice of the court^ and. raising themselves 
froiii^the obscurity to wJbich thdr situation 
had condemned them, was by acts of ihosti^ 
Hty against their country-^Tell thoee mi»r 
taken gentlemen, that not only thejr act 
in contradiction to my wishes, but tikiat I 
give them my express orders^ to return back 
to their provinces, oa pabi 6f my severest 
displeasure. 

But however slight the study we make 
of the king's character^ we shall find no 
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difficulty in reconciling these apparent con- 
tradictions. There is always a disposition 
in the httnian mind to struggle in favor of 
our wishes, even against impossibilities. When 
irll reasonable hope of attaining an object has 
iranished, we stilL ding to that feeling which 
^aveT-tis so much pleasure, when the pros- 
pect '^^f reaching it was yet in vi6w. hike 
pa^ssfengers, beaten Iby thp* tempest, arid an- 
ationa. for land, who hail every fog-bank b^* 
cause it wears 'its appearance; so the king, 
though lost to all hope, still looks with 
hesitating complacency beyond the frontiers, 
and snatches, a .momentary reKef from des- 
pair,^iri;the enjoynaent of the expectations^ 
however light and ill founded,, of ^hose de^ 
voted ±6 his -service. . It is by this kind of 
comproonise with feejing, that we may ex- 
plain the contradiction in the letter; to which 
We )niay add- tiye tqipressions continually 
made on his mind, by such as were not SQ 
clear sighted to hi^s danger as himself, ^ 
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The greatest enemies the king liad to 
eontend with were those of his own house- 
bold. Driven on by the impetuosity or 
imprudence of those around him into false 
measures, he never had the courage to 
•withstand solicitation, or perseverance to 
cause the orders which he had given to be 
executed. His opinion, it appears, was 
always contrary to this emigration, and for 
his own interests, and those of the emigrants 
themselves, it was the wisest opinion he 
could have adopted. His advice had also 
been followed by intreaties and by orders. 
He saw clearly, that with the conduct he 
pursued, a conduct always subservient to 
the caprices and passions of others, that 
his ruin was approaching; he talks of the 
imminent dangers which surrounded him, 
of " his last resource,^' which was death; 
but the count on the banks of the Rl^ine 
remained inexorable. There he heroically 
continued till the war approached ; at that 
period he left the provincial noblemen^ 



who had taken anns, and prepared for conb-. 
bat, to fight his battles, and fhe king hisi 
brother to the fatal resource -which hi% 
proph^ti^ cjiirit had too doarly pjredicted.. 
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LET T RE XL- 

A M. MontmoYin^ 

• '» 

Parb^ ce • . : • . 1789. 

La justification pr^sent^e par C^idbroud^ 
le d6cret de FAssembl^e , et le jugement da 
CMtelet, qui blanchissent le due d'Orl^ns 
et ses coaccttsSs^ excitent mon indignation. 
Xi'assassinat est done justifi^? Car rien de 
plus certain que, le € octobre, des assassins 
devoicnt frapper la xeirte ; et que mes gardes 
du corps n'bnt 6t6 attaqu6s, et ittimol6s, que 
^arce qu'on n'aroit pules intimider , ni Ids 
faii:e manquer a la fid61it6 quails devoient a 
leur roi. Ainsi le plus liorrible attentat €1 
le plus noble d^vduement ne trouVeroilt 
point, run la puniflon qu'il m^rite , Tautr^ 
4a justice qui liii est due. II edt dans tout 
-ceci des m^n^s odieuaeS; des intrigues abo- 
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minables, dont je connois les principaux 
acteurs : leurs intentions criminelles me 
sont d6voil6es , et leur espoir n'est fond69 
que sur les motifs qui entrainent la majo- 
rite de TAssemblee, la crainte et la foi- 
blesse. Plus je considfere la conduite du due 
d'Orl^ans^ et plus je suis persuad6 qu'il est 
le principal moteur de toutes ces t6n6- 
breuses operations , je ne sais pas par quel 
motif, dirig^es contre moi. Uambition ^garo 
ce prince d61oyal , qui, les 5 et 6 octobre, 
dirigeoit maladroitement les colonnes des 
brigands, dont la Fayette auroit du empe- 
cher le depart; dont le maire de Paris de- 
voit arreter les chefs , s'il avoit eu les pre- 
miers Clemens de la science administrative 
en fait de police , et que d'Estaing auroit 
pu mettre en fuite en feignant de les atta- 
quer, s'il avoit agi franchement , de lui- 
mSme , et sans attendre des ordres inutiles 
a un bomme qui sait oser et faire son de- 
voir. Mais ces personnages vouloient tout 
manager: ils out eu peur, et n'ont su de 
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quel cdt6 faire pancher la balance ; aussi 
nulle confiance ne les enyironne: to us les 
partis dissimulent avec eux, et preferent 
ceder aux circonstances , que d'attendre 
leur salut de leur politique irapuissante, et 
de leur dangereuse inertie, 

II y a deux mois que j Wertis le ministre 
de la justice, d'apres des avis particuliers et 
venant de bonne source , qu'il y avoit eu 
au Palais rbyal un rep^ nocturne myste- 
rieux, pr^sid6 par Latouche, oil se trou- 
voient, parmi un grand noihbre de d6pu- 
t6s , Mirabeau , Sieyes , Biron, les deux La- 
mette , Taleyrand P^rigord, le cur6 Gr6- 
^oire, Laclos, et le blanchisseur Chabroud. 
On a pr^tendu i^u'il falToit jeter un voile 
sur les journ6es des 5 et 6; que la pro- 
c6dure , dont s'occupoit alors le Ghatelet, 
i6toit un attentat a la liberty , a Tinviolabi-- 
lite dont les deputes doivent jouir j qu'il 
ne falloit pas souffrir que le Chdtelet pro- 
non9^t ce jugement , et le menacer du couj»- 
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tonx de Tassembl^e, et de la vengeance 
du due d'Orl^ans. On a vivement applaudi 
it ces principes* U s'est ensuite engag6 une 
conversation tris-curieuse, entre Mirabeau, 
Sieyes et Latouche* 

Mirabeau se plaignoit am6rement ^e la 
ccmduite du duo d'Orl^ans dans la nuit des 
5 et 6 octobre. " Un pen plus d'audace , a- 
t-il dit, et il 6toit tout ce qu'il vouloit 
^tve.^ Latouche a juistifii son maitre, et cer- 
tifi6, qu'il avoit entendu dire au due d'Or- 
l^ans, que Tarriv^e subite de Famine pari- 
sienne ^ qui ne devoit se trouver k Ver- 
sailles que le 6 au matin aprfes le denoue- 
ment; que Tair satisfait, quoique itudie, 
de la Fayette, et l'oppositi,9n qui s'^toit ma- 
nifest^e parmi les d^put^s patriotes sur le 
traitement a faire au roi, Tavoient emp^ 
cb6 d'agir; enfin que le d^sordre , qui 6uit 
toujours une multitude aveugle , avoit em^ 
|^ch6 les agens du due de se r^unir et 
^'ex^cuter; Mirabeau a paru plus satisfait 
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de cette justification : Sieyes a dit alors avec 
beaucoup d'humeur: " J'avois fait obseirver 
au due d'0rl6ans , la tournurp. que prenoit 
le mouvement populaire. Au reste, ee^n'est 
qu'un coup manqu6 , la faute pourroit etre 
r^paree." 

Avant de se separer il a ete decide qu'il 
falloit epouvanter les juges, et l^ur dieter 
Tarret. " C'est une affaire enterree , a dit 
Mirabeau ; ceux qu'on voudroit frapper, 
sont trop fort pour I'etre ; ils savent parer 
les coups d'uiie maniere trop dangereuse 
pour les assaillans,'' 

Ainsi le Chatelet a cid6 a la cramte. Je 
voulois appeler de ce* jiigement inique ; 
mais j'ai du c6der a mon conseil, quim'a 
faitenvisager I'audace de mes ennemis, et la 
faveur populaire qui les environne. Ten 
appellerai un jour au tribunal du peuple; 
et j'pse esp6rer que le Fran<jais, alors, ven- 
gera son roi, et fera putiir les assassins. Je 

Vol, II. K 
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ne puis done approuver le projjBt que foiri 
m'avez present*. II peut ^tre bon pour des 
temps de paix et d^tltiion : il seroit datige^ 
reux dans des momem de trouble ct d'orage. 

LOOIS. 



(TRANSLATION*) 

LETTER XL. 

To M. Monimarin, 

Parb^ 1789^ 

Thb justiftcation pi*Aented by Chabroud, 
the decree of the Assembly, and the sen- 
tence of the Chatelet) ^hiek acquits Ili« 
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flake of Orleans and hid accomplices, excil^ 
iny indignation. Assassination, then, is jus- 
tified ; since nothing is more certain, than 
that on October Gth, assatssiiis were to havo 
murdered the qtteen, atid that my body-r 
guards were attacked and s^rificed, only 
feecduse thejr could hot be intimidated, or 
tdftil^etled to violate the fidelity \irhieh they 
owed their king. Thu^ the most horrible 
alteiiiiit, knd the inost noble devdt^dnesji^ 
win ne^^ej? meet, tlte one with the puni^h^ 
irieht it tfterits, the other with the ju^ti^ 
"which IB its due.' fci dH this thferci !a» 
bdibns maneuVre^, abominable ihtriguesy 
of Which i know the J)rincipal fttithors^j 
iheir criminal intentions are unveiled; to 
toe, and their bopes are founded tinly «ia 
the motives which decide the wijgofityof 
tTie Assembly; fear aiid Weakness. Thd 
mote I consider the coMuct of the duke of 
Orleans, the mote I sh/b^ pe;rsuaded that.he 
is the main^spring iU 6ll Jtbese 4>pef;^om 



; 



^ 5s CORJlE«rON^ENtK 

of darkness, directed against me, I knovr 
liot from what, motive/ Ambition leads 
festray this disloyal prince, who, on the fifth 
undisixth. of October, conducted so unskil- 
fully dhose columns of banditti, whos^. de-^ 
parturfe La Fayette should have prevented, 
whose :chieft s^iould have been arr^^ted^by 
the iriayor of Paris, had he ppgsesi»e,4 the 
fiir^t rmlim^irts of Jhe science o^adp^inis- 
tsation r^jjectiia^ rP<?4?j9fi9 ^^ ■^^9^^ ^'^^T 
taJn^ jn^g^t h^ve-put to flight, by feigning 
t^jQ-tta^k themjif he-li^d ,a^^ frankjyand 
ofcJii^fQ.vviniacpoijd^ wijthout waiting ^f^^jWr 
^J©?j^;L:*ff^l0s» to a man, \vho know3 how tcf 
4Are::a,i^ do his ^Uty. Bv^t those .peiTso^ 
nftg)$H'Wi;*h^ tQ 1;j\k^e;^UprecautioiiSj; the^f 
Mtctief afraid, and knevr^iot on which sidqj^ 
ttirWithe 8cal«; they ;lhere|fQre impijje ,i^ 
edrtfid(?n^c^; kll paittif^ diss^^mble ivith^hein, 
imd.^ifefeiijy'ielding to cii:cu^n5tance3jrather 
Iham Etx^ot:aixy thi^g. from their impotent 
policy aad dioig^Fpus inactiow* , . ,^ o... -; 
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For two months past, I have given no- 
tice to tlie minister of police, in conse^r:^ 
quence of pai*ticular information from a: 
good source^ that there has been a noctnr-p 
nal and mysterious repast* at the Palais 3 
Royal, presided by Tjatouche, at which Were 
present, amongst a great number of depu-? 
tie^j ,Mirabeau, Sieyes, Biron, the tMrd La-' 
meths, Taleyrand ?erigord, the curate Gre- 
goire, Laclos, arid the white-washer Cha^ 
^roud. They pretended, that a vfeii must 
be cast over the days of the fifth and sixth 
pf October ; that the proceedings whicli then, 
pcciipied the Chatelet, were treason against 
liberty, and against the inviolability of the 
deputies; that the Chatelet ought not to be 
iSfuflFered to pronounce this sentence, but be 
i|ienaced with the wrath pf the assembly, 
and the vengeance of the duke of Orleans, 
These principles were highly applauded} 
and a very curious conversation ensued be-^ 
Jween Mirabeau, Sieyes, arid Jjatpuche, 
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MirabeatL inveighed bitterly against tie 
conduct of the duke of Orleans, on the 
night of the fifth and sixth of October, " A 
little more energy," said he, '^and he was 
all he wished to be.'' Latouche justified 
his master, and asserted that he had heard 
the duke of Orleans declare, that the sudden 
arrival of the Parisian array, who were not 
to march to Versailles uniil t^® ^^^^ ^^ 
the morning after the o^tastrophe; that the 
satisfied thoi^^h studied air of La Fayette, 
and the opposition which arose among the 
patriotic deputies, relative to the manner 
of treating the king, had prevented him 
from actijig; and that, upon the whole, the 
disorder, which always accompanies an 
headlong multitude, had- hindered^ the 
agents of the duke from uniting, apd exe- 
cuting their proj[ects, Mirabeau appefired 
more satisfied afteif this justification, but 
Sieyes said, with apparent ill humor, " I 
had made kna^vn to the duke of Ojrleana 
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the turn which the popular movement 
was taking; but, after all, it ,is only an op- 
pOTtunity Ipst J the fault may be repaired.^ 
— Before the assembly separated, they 
agreed that it was necessary to terrify the 
judges, and dictate to them their decision. 
"It is an affidr buried;" cried Mirabeau, 
" those, at whom the blow is levelled, are 
too strong to be attained, and know how to 
parry the stroke in a manner too dangerous 
for the assailants." Thus the Chatelet has 
yielded from fiwr* J wo^Jd have appealed 
from this iniquitous sentence, but paid a 
just dpfereiaoe to the ^pipion of my coun- 
cil, who represented to me the audacity of 
i^y enemies, and the popujar fevor with 
which they were surrounded. ^ 

I will appeal one day to the tribunal of 
thq people, and dare hQje that the Freiich 
jMtion will then aveng^ its king, aud pu- 
nish the assamiiaft. X cannot, tl^^xefore, ap-^ 
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prove the project wliich you have pr©^ 
sented to me ; it may perhaps be well for 
times of peace and union, but it would be 
dangerous in those turbulent and tempest 
tuousi moments. 



OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE FORTIETH liETTER. 

One of the great errors into which tho 
fx>urt was betrayed, was the making the re-? 
volutionary movement of the fifth and sixth 
of October the subject of judiciary inquisition. 
The events which Jook place on those me-» 
morable days, appear to be nothing more 
th^ continuatiqns of that insurrectional spirit 
which broke out on the fourteenth of July, 
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«iigahut the spitit,* and defenders of tKe^ old 
system; and though private ambitimi .may 
have mingled itself in those scenes, yet as 
the avowed end, that of placing tlie assem- 
bly and the executive, power in the capital, 
had been obtained, it discovered no great mark 
of wisdom to inquire into the means by 
'which it was effected. At that epocha, it is 
possible *that tlie duke of Orleans might have 
indulged the hope of obtaining the place of 
lieutenant-general of the kingdom, the crim^ 
of which he was accused; and that Mirabeau 
liiight have had the ambition of becoming 
his minister, or master ; but as the king at 
that period had refused at Versailles, or at 
least hesitated, to give his sanction to the 
decrees of the assembly, apd three months 
afterwards at Paris had voluntarily en- 
gaged in the most solemn and unequivqcal 
manner, to medntain and defend the prin- 
ciples of the constitution, it is scarcely to be 
presumed, that the popular causes which had 
produced this great change in favor of na- 
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tiontl li1)erty, were fitted to Hooome subjects 
of mere judiciary examiaatioa. 

Mirabeau.was acquitted qn evidence that 
yrsLS not to be suspected. The personage 
who was deeply interested to bring all po- 
pular culprits to justice, found nothing of 
guilt that attached to this turbulent tribune : 
but abbe Maury's concern fgr the reputa- 
tion pf the duke of Orlean3, led him to 
express his wishes, that a formal act of 
iinpeachment by the house might give this 
prince the means of proving his inuocence. 
The popular party of the assembly, unwil- 
ling to give the Duke, or themselves, the 
trouble of farther defending the irregiJa- 
rities of these revolutionary days^ thinking, 
probably, with Bamave., that the only con- 
spiracy was in the prosecution, and th^t the 
only efiect it ou^ht to produce was the most 
profound contempt for the prosecutors and 
their agents, decreed, that there was no cause - 
for i^ccusation, and annulled the whole of the 
proceedings. 
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. ThQ c4t4 drojty or the rpy^Jty ^ide of Ihp 
fts^einbly, iudigawt ^ usuj4 when any grea,t 
question was carried against them, md when 
the tumult of the gaUeries, which was too 
often tji© ca«e| condemned them to silent 
dis^probation, withdrew frpm tjie phamber, 
that they might not share in the iw<juity c£ 
the decision. Their indignation, it ^ee^s, was 
shared by the Ipng, who, in his letter to the 
mimster, passes in review the proinine;nt 
events of those memorable days. What 
jappears most worthy of notice^ is, th^ th^ 
jking^s mind a^ems more heated ftfter the 
interval of a year, than at tJxe time of the 
transaction. For tlie duke of O^^leans hp 
preae^-ves the same oprdial ^ntip^U^y, H? 
alluded to him in hi^ letietr writt?;a w th^ 
day to the wunt d'Est^i^g, wheTf hp t*lk^ 
of crime and ambition} but when hf ac^ 
puses the latter of unfair dea,ling in npt at- 
tacking the Parisians, he fprget^ that thp 
pount'a projects we?:e rebuked by h}^ own 
prders, and that he had written to lnm> " no 
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aggression, no movement,' which can wear 
the appearance that I mean either to avenge 
or defend myself/^ . ' 

Next to' the impolicy of making thii in- 
surrection the object of either judiciary or 
legislative investigation, may be classed the 
unnecessary pains taken by the leading mem- 
bers of the popular party, to clear them- 
selves from the charges laid against them^ 
The king is informed by his spies, that mys-r 
terious nocturnal repasts took place, in which 
this subject was treated, and conversations 
between the parties are related. That dis-r 
cussions on this subject might have passed 
at the Palais Royal, where the principle of 
'the inviolability of the members of the le- 
gislative body might have been agitated, is 
highly probable; but the mysterious repast 
seems to be misinformation, unless more 
credit is to be given to a spy of the court 
than to the declarations of some amongst the 
jifretended guests named in this letter, who 



tossure me that those mysterious meetings 
hever took place* 

But how6yer imp(|rt4irt lUay he the truth 
or error of this information respecting these 
meeting^) , ftotl^iilg forms ^ a more decisive 
proof of the general utility of the events of 
those two ,|4ays, than the continuance of the 
angry feelings which they excited in the 
royalis t party. Tlf^ Win^^s resentment was 
80 little Abated, tl^at.^p^lt himself disposed 
to ap^^^L from, ,vv^Jiat l^e calls the inkjuitous 
judgments ' Oy«r,i?Jied;iy the wisdom of his 
cp(i[!ftcil5)h^ .resolves to .typpea]^ at some future 
4fry: ff<^. thq t^ri^uwl pf tho peoplej^ when he 
J|op^ t|^f^jth?:^Fpenc^,will a\jenge tjieir king, 
aofj^.f wiah th^,^^3sassins* Vain appeal ! the 
]pj^ . ihAW^Vj^r, ;^ught wisdom from his 
pp^ncil, and enjoii^d his minister to sup- 
]pi;e9^.t][ie. pijoje'ct^ which Jie appears to have 
' f^rped,. in comjpliajiice ^with the will of his 
royal master* 
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LETTRE XLL 

A M. VarchipSqM d^Arlei. 

ig Juin, i75t. 

' Votjs rappeles^ / M : Farchey^ue, pouF 
consoler le plus info5rttih^ des rois^l'e^eim^te 
de Darid, oblig^ de ftiii* devant son fii$ Ab- 
salom. Monarque alifatidonn^ ! pere mial- 
iieureux ! ce n'est J)as la rengeanfe^ queiDa-* 
vid appelie a soil 2tid6;'ce ri'est -point Itl 
foudre du ciel illit6 c^u'il sollicite; ci'esi 
dans le roi des voii qu'il met ionte sacdii- 
fiance! II prie pour un 'fils ingrat; il;^!^^ 
donne au monstre qui le pdurSuit/et qui 
paroit avoir soif de son satig: Cet acte d^ 
I'amour patemel est suWime, Je me fiii 
gloire d'avoir, avec David, la nidine confoi^- 
mii6 de sentimexis et dldees. Des ingrats 
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me pers^cutenty ils calomnient; im tendre 
pere J et je ne songeois, moi, qu'a lauff iut6- 
retoy qa'a lenr bonheur. C'ci&t aiuc pieds dd 
la religion que je dejpose les injures faitef 
au mcmarqufev Que le p^ujj^ld 9Dit heureujc^ 
et je duis satisfait; Pour Hioi ^ ^e |oute lAne 
douce satis^LGtiou lorsque je pt|i^ ^ dai^ l4 
solitude, b^uir la Providence j me sOumettre 
4 ses de<arets : e'est alors que tou3 les ilia^uty 
toutes les injustices, tous les attentats »nfi 
oufeli^sl Ne suis-je pas trop heureux, M. 
Farchev^que , et la justice divine peut-elle 
^tre satisfaite ? Elle vouloit me punir de 
lui avoir pr6f6r6 1'insolente philosophic qui 
m'avoit s6duit , et m'a pr6cipite dans uu 
abime de xnalheurs I Pour elle j'ai n6glig6 
ce culte antique de mes aieux, si cher a St 
Louis, dont je me glorifie de descendre. 
Vous, M. Tarchev^que , dont les verius re- 
ligieuses sont admir^es , qui les pref6rez a 
celles dont la philosophic tire vanit6 , et 
qui, vues, avec le prisme de la religion, 
resemblent si fort itdes vices ; ofiFrez, pour 
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votre roi malheureux, Ics voeux d'uhe 
Bjnt ertihre&6e de ramotir de Dieii ^ d'lin saint 
6v^que'^ttejep^ux comparer Si Ambroise t 
nvec cette differetice , que Th6odore a'humi-^ 
lioit devant lui, poiir avoir ch&ti^ eruelle^' 
m^Qit un penpie rebelle ; et que je soHidte* 
le secotirs de vos prieiiss, pour ramerier 
ttn petiple qui jamais ne poun^ me repro-* 
Qher dWoir fait cotiler ni son sang ni se^ 
larmes^ 

LOUIS- 



... ) 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER XL I. 

To the archbishop of Aries. 

June agtb, 1791. 

To console the most unfortunate of kings, 
you recall, my lord archbishop, the ex- 
ample of David, compelled to fly before his 
Bon Absalom. Forsaken monarch ! unfor- 
tunate father ! it is not vengeance that Da- 
vid calls to his aid ; it is not the thunder- 
bolt of irritated heaven that he invokes : in 
the king of kings he places all his confi- 
dence. He prays for an ungrateful sonj 
he pardons the monster, by whom he i3 
pursued, and who seems to thirst for his 
blood. This act of paternal affection is 

VOIi. II. li 
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sublime, and I glory in having a confir- 
mity of sentiments and ideas with Da\rid. 
Persecuted by ungrateful children, who 
calumniate a tender father, I have only 
thought of their interests, and their happi- 
ness. At the feet of religion I depose the 
injuries heaped upon the monarch; may 
the people be happy, and I am satisfied. I 
enjoy a soothing satisfaction; while in my 
hours of solitude I can bless providence, 
and submit myself to its decrees ; it is then 
that all injuries, all injustice, all wrongs are 
forgotten. Am I not too happy, my lord 
archbishop, and can divine justice be satis-< 
fied? I have been punished for having pre- 
ferred that insolent philosophy which has 
seduced, and plunged me in an abyss of 
misery ; for that I neglected the ancient 
worship of my forefathers, so dear to St 
Lewis, from whom I am proud of descend-^ 
ing. You, my lord archbishop, whose re- 
ligious virtues inspire admiration, and who 
prefer them to those of which philosiH 
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jpliers are ptoud, but which viewed through 
the prism of religion, bear so near a resem-* 
blance to vice, offer for your unfortunate 
king the vows of an heart, inflamed by di- 
vine love; of an holy bishop, whom I may 
compare to Ambrose, with this difference^ 
that Theodosius humbled himself before 
him, after having cruelly chastised a rebel- 
lious people; and I solicit the aid of your 
prayers, to bring back a people who will 
never have to reproach me with having 
caused either their blood or tears to flow. 

LEWia 

OBSERFATIONS 

ON THE fORTY- FIRST liETTER* 

The evasion from Paris was one of those 
extraordinary events in the revolution, which 
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imprinted a deep and ineffacable color on 
the fate of the constitutional government, 
and on that of Lewis the sixteenth. The 
courtly annalist agrees, that the flight 
towards Montmedi was incontestably the 
most pernicious step that the king had 
taken, and ought to have rendered mi- 
serable all, whatever were their motives, 
who had to reproach themselves for ha- 
ving determined him to this fatal mea- 
sure, either by their counsel or their in- 
treaties. 

It has been always a contested^ and re- 
mains yet an unsettled point with moralists 
and metaphysicians, Avhat is the true stand- 
ard of moral action. Religion and public 
utility have been claimed each as its proper 
basis. The difficulty lies probably in the 
application of the principle; for here we 
see a king, whom the uncourtly world would 
brand with the basest perfidy, with the most 
cowardly dissimulation, pleading the cause 
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Df religion for his conduct, and alledging 
that his mind was occupied solely with 
objects of public utility and the happiness 
of ungrateful subjects. 

The friend of religion might answer, and 
with the confidence of truth, that the appeal 
made by the king . to providence, and the 
soothing satisfaction he felt, in submission 
to its decrees, were founded on erroneous 
notions of religion, which teaches us not 
only to desist from wrong in the expecta- 
tion of good, but to abstain from every ap- 
t pearance of evil. Now so to speak and act 
as to cause it to be understood that we are 
persuaded of the utility of an object, and 
are anxious for its success; to appear so- 
licitous that this conviction of our sincerity 
should be impressed on the minds of others; 
to have betrayed them into the belief that 
our heart and soul and mind and strength 
are all bent on the furtherance and con^- 
pletion of one great plan, on which we 
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acknowledge that the happiness and well 
being of ourselves, and of others is built; 
while we are secretly contriving to over- 
throw the fabric which we have publicly- 
raised; and wait the moment of secuiity to 
mock the credulity of those we have de- 
luded Oh, no! these are not sentiments or 

actions which providence can sanction, or 
religion approve ; and, were the moral at- 
tributes of the one, or the moral obligation* 
of the other, rightly understood, self-com- 
placency in such circumstances must be 
changed into self-abhorrence, and devotional 
triumph into the rendings of remorse^ 

That these observations apply imme- 
diately to the principles and conduct of Lewfs 
the sixteenth, must be admitted, when we 
turn back to the history of this epocha, and 
look into the oflScial documents of the royal 
administration. It was but a few weeks 
previous to his flight that the king had 
instructed his minister of foreign affairs ta 
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make known his will and intentions, through 
his ambassadors, to every court of Europe-. 
^^ The king orders me, Sir,^^ says M. Mont- 
morin, ^^ to inform you, that his most 
formal intention is, that you manifest his sen- 
timents on the revolution, and on the French 
constitution, to the court in which you re- 
side. The ambassadors and ministers of 
France residing at every court of Europe 
receive the same instructions, in order that 
no doubt remain, either with respect to 
the intentions of his majesty, the free ac- 
ceptance which he has given to the new 
form of government, or his irrevocable oath 
to maintain it. — The states- general were 
assembled^ and took the title of national 
assembly; a constitution, fitted ta ensure 
the happiness of France and o£ the mo- 
narch, took place of the old order of things, 
und^r which the seeming force of royalty 
concealed only the real force of the abuser 
of a few aristocratical bodies.. 
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^^ The national assembly adopted iYe form 
of t'le representative government^ joined ta 
hereditary royalty; the legislative body is 
declared permanent, the election of ministers 
of worship, of administrators and judges, 
was given back to the people; the execu- 
tive power was conferred on the king; the 
formation of the law on the legislative body; 
and the sanction on the monarch ; the public 
force, both external and internal, was organ- 
ised on the same principles, and after th© 
fundamental basis of the division of powers; 
Buch is the new constitution of the kingdom, 

** What is called the revolution is nothing 
more than an annihilation of abuses, ac- 
cumulated for ages by the errors of tho 
people, and the power of ministers, which 
has never been that of kings; these abuses 
were not less fatal to the nation than to 
the monarch. Under former reigns, autho- 
rity had continually attacked those abuses, 
without power to destroy them* They 
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exist no longer. The sovereign nation ac- 
knowledges none but citizens equal in rights, 
no other despot than the laws, no other 
organs than public functionaries, and the 
king is the first of those functionaries} such 
is the French revolution. 

^^ This revolution must have for its ene- 
mies all those, who, in the first moments 
of error, regretted from personal feelings 
the abuses of the old government. But 
the king, whose true force is indivisible 
with that of the nation, who has no other 
ambition than the happiness of the people, 
no other real power than that which is 
delegated to him; the king ought not to 
have hesitated adopting a happy constitu- 
tion, which regenerated, at the same time, 
his authority, the nation, and the monarchy. 
All his power has been preserved to him, 
except the formidable power of making 
laws. 

^* The most dangerous of his enemies 
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are those who have affected to throw douhts 
on the intentions of the monarch; these 
men are either very guilty or very blind; 
they think themselves the friends of the 
king, and they are the only enemies of roy- 
alty; they would have deprived the mo- 
narch of the love and confidence of a great 
nation, if his principles and probity had 
been less known. Ah! what has the king 
not done to prove that he also reckoned 
the revolution and the French constitution 
among his titles to golry? After having 
accepted and sanctioned every law, he has 
neglected no means to cause them to be 
executed. In the month of February in the 
last year, he promised in the national as- 
sembly to maintain them ; he took the oath 
amidst the universal federation of the king- 
dom; honored with the title of restorer of 
French liberty, he will transmit more than 
a crown to his son, Ke will transmit to him 
a constitutional royalty .*' 

The king repels the suggestions of thos*- 
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^^ enemies of the constitution, who assert 
that he is unhappy, that his authority is 
degraded, and his person not free,^^ by con- 
trary assertions, for which he gives the 
most honorable motives. This pretended 
want of freedom he characterises as an 
*^ atrocious calumny, if it be supposed that 
his will could be forced j absurd, if his 
want of liberty could be presumed, from 
the consent which his majesty has often 
expressed of remaining amidst the citizens 
of Paris; a consent which he owed to their 
patriotism, even to their fears, and especially 
to their love. These calumnies, nevertheless, 
have penetrated into foreign courts, and 
have been repeated by Frenchmen, who 
have voluntarily exiled themselves from 
their country instead of sharing in its glory, 
and who, if they are not its enemies, have 
at least abandoned their post of citizen.^' 

The remainder of this letter is in the 
$ame strain, and is signed by the minister 
of foreign affairs, M» Montmorin. 
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When tills letter, addressed to the French 
ambassadors, was read in the assembly, it 
excited, as might naturally be supposed, 
the warmest enthusiasm. A deputation of 
the whole assembly to the king was pro- 
posed, and a numerous body accompanied 
the^president to express the sentiments which 
it felt. " I am deeply affected,^^ replies 
the king, '^ at the justice which the na- 
tional assembly renders me. If it could 
read my heart, it would see nothing there 
but sentiments fitted to justify the confi- 
dence of the nation. All suspicion would 
be banished. We should all be happy .^' 

Six weeks after writing this letter and 
giving this reply to the Reputation of the as- 
sembly, the king takes his flight, leaving 
behind him a declaration or memorial, re- 
probating, in the most unqualified and un- 
measured terms, every act of the assembly 
from its commencement, and every tittle 
of the constitution which he had so irre- 
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Tocably sworn to defend. The versatility 
of the king's character, it has been ob- 
served, ]was amongst its defects ; yet it would 
have been difficult to believe, that in the 
interval between the writing the letter tp 
the ambassadors and his flight from P^ris, 
he could have changed the whole of his 
opinion. M. Bertrand, nevertheless, who 
pretends to be initiated in all his secrets, 
will not permit us to indulge the possibi-/ 
lity of such inconstancy, and which candor 
might resolve into constitutional weakness. 
He forces us into the belief of the most 
flagrant conduct on the part <jf his master, 
Xvhen J^ assures us, theit previous to the 
ivriting of this letter to the ministers at fo- 
reign courts J previous to the king's persond 
declarations in the assembly, promising and 
swearing to maintain the constitution in alf 
its points, the king was confirmed in his 
project of departure for Montiiiedi, and in 
his last letter tp M. Bouille fixed the epo- 
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cha at the end of April, or the first dayfl 
of May.'' 

If such be really the case, it creates some 
surprise why the king should have been 
brought, at the moment nearly of his preme- 
ditated evasion, to commit himself so solemnly 
to foreign courts. He might readily have 
found the means of evading this last act, the 
most prominent of all, since it w^as an appeal 
for the rectitude of his conduct and the since- 
rity of his intentions to the world — No ! "His 
majesty,'' says the same apologist, "seeing 
that no act contrary to his religious prin- 
ciples was the condition of the propositions 
made him, decided on accepting them ; and^ 
in consequence, ordered his minister for 
foreign affairs to write tp all the ambassadors 
and ministers of France in every court of 
Europe, that famous circular letter." 

f There appears something like a contra- 
diction in this last assertion ; for the annalist 
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IS peremptory in his statements, that the pri- 
mary motives for the flight to Montmedi were • 
the indignities offered the king for his attach- 
ment to the refractory clergy j and the circular 
letter, so far from containing nothing hostile 
to the king's religious principles, mention^^ 
as the first article of the accepted constitution, 
the reform which had taken place in th© 
church. The ex-minister is indeed shocked 
at the king's insincerity in the declaration 
he made on his return, and observes, that 
"the mouth of kings ought at all times 
and in all circumstances to be the purest 
organ of truth and good faith/' It would 
be ungenerous to press the ex - minister 
for*a definition of those terms j but what h« 
means in the present instance by religious 
principles we are at a loss to conjecture. W^ 
have heard of men braving every danger, and 
sacrificing their lives in defence of speculative 
errors ; the noble army of martyrs were, 
for the most part, soldiers of this description j 
but history, I believe, has seldom preswted 
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tis with a recruit to this honorable band, who 
pleaded religious pipjiciples for the violation 
of every commoH rule and precept of moral 
obligation ; the triumph of martyrs was riot 
like that of the wily Carthaginian, to deceive 
and fly ; in the face of tortures and death 
they witnessed an honest confession, scorning 
every compromise with dissimulation or fals- 
hood, and with the man described by the 
poet, just and tenacious of right, stood firm 
against the clamor of the malignant crou3B> **» 
mocked the frowns of the instant tyrant, and 
braved heroically the burst of power, about 
to overwhelm and crush them. 

But while we adopt the opinion of the 
annalist, and agree that tliis evasion was the 
most fatal step which the king had taken, we 
are forced to enlarge the measuie of reproach 
which he confines to those who counselled 
him, and extend it to such as to the arch- 
bishop of Aries, who urges, with professional 
f courtesy; 
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c!!burtesy, the example of David as a religious 
topic of consolation. The king finds the 
resemblance perfectly natural, and glories in 
his conformity of sentiments and ideas with 
the Hebrew prince. It is at the feet of 
religion that he ofiers up the injuries done 
to the monarch, and, with the complacency^ 
crfa pardonedpenitent, dwells on the happinean 
of haying satisfied divine justice. 

Thiij disposition and frame of mind, under 
the influence of just views and motives, is 
no doubt highly praise- worthy ; but the error 
into which the king appears to have fallen 
was a fatjal misapprehension respecting the 
nature of his ofience. It was no the commis- 
sion of acts conceived with systematic fraud 
and treachery; it was not the violation of 
the most solemn obligations and most sacred 
oaths ; it was not the guilt which, according 
to the p<5et, always haunts the heart of per- 
jured kings ; these were not the offences that 

vol.. II. M 
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humbled him in the dust before the throne of 
divine justice ; with these affairs there Mvas a 
very convenieat compromise ; the king's con- 
science^ like that of David's under an accu^- 
mulation bf guik of another kind, wa# quietly 
aft repose. No! it was a crime of greater horror 
and more worthy of condign punishment than 
firy herj9 enumerated; it was ^^the preference 
given to philosophy over the antique worship 
of his ancestors so dear to St. Lewis;'' that 
^^ insolent philosophy, which had seduced and 
p]^ecipitated him into aa abyss of evils/' 

Without presuming to become the apologist 
of insolent philosophy, or put it in competition 
with the antique worship so dear to St. Lewis^ 
we may venture to doubt whether philosophy^ 
even stript of its insolence, could with any 
ab^tving remedy, with any oblivious antidote^ 
administer to a mind thus diseased ; and tha^ 
king in this instance did not act unmsely in 
ekaving to the accomodating faith of his 
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£ithers^ \drich offers such sources of conso- 
lation. 

It ie "WH^ peculiar pr6pnetjr, abo^ that th6 
king, under the iafluence of. those oothc^id; 
feelings, drags this insolent culprit befor^ 
the sacred tribunal of an anticonstitutional 
Ambrose, the prism of whose faith, as the king 
informs us, had the happy faculty of dissecting 
whatever scanty virtues philosophy might 
possess, into strong resemblances of vice ; 
virtues which the prismatic fathers of the 
church, with more appearance of candor, had 
dignified with the title of ^Splendid sins/' 
At the feet of this courtly prelate, unmeet 
successor of the archbishop of Milan, let us 
leave the modem Theodosius, unwilling by 
invidious contrasts to mock the comparison 
which is made with so much complacency. 
We cannot help, however, expressing our 
regret, ^at the faith of his fathers served the 
unhappy monarch in no better stead, and 
that, in spite of the bitterness of his invective, 

M 2 
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he had not placed a wider inten^al between 
himself and these courtly * confessors^ and 
attached himself more closely^ under the aus- 
pices of the venerable Maksherbes, to the 
observance of the maxims of this insolent 
philosophy. 



i^ 
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LETT RE XLII. 

A M. de Bouille. 

3 Juillet^ *79i» 

VoTJ3 avez fait votre devoir , monsieur , 
cessez de vous accuser, Cependant je Con- 
tois votre affliction ; vous avez tout os6 
pour moi, et vous xi'avez pas reussi. Le des- 
tin s'est oppose a mes projets et aux votre^ ; 
de fatiJas circonstances ont pajralys6^ijma vo- 
lont6 , votre courage, et ont rendu nuls vos 
pr^paratifs. Je ne^fnurmore point contre la 
Providence; je sais que le succes dependoit 
de irvoi, mais il faut une ame atroce pour 
verser le sang de ses jHijets, pour opposer 
une resistance , et amener la guerre civile 
en France. Toutes ces idees ont decBir6 
mon coeurj toutes mes beH« resolutions 
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se sont ^ vanouies. Paur rdussir , il me fal- 
loit le coeur de Neron, et Tame de Caligula. 
Recevez, M., mes remerclmens: que n'est- 
il en mon pouvoir de vona temoigner toute 
ma recQimoissance. 

LOUIS. 



(TRANSLATION.) ^ 

LETTER XLII. 

7hM.de Bouilli. 

July Sd, 1791. 

You have done your duty, Sir; cease to 
accuse yourself, and yet I can conceive 
your affliction i you have risked every 



thing for me^ and have not succeeded. Des- 
tiny opposed my projects and yours; fatal 
circumsfcqaces palsied my \yiU, your cou- 
rage, and rendered null your preparations^ 
I do not murmur against providence ; suc- 
cess, I know, depended oh myself, hut he^ 
must have an atrocious mind who cotdd 
liave shed the blood of his subjects, and, by, 
making resistance, ca)ase a civil war iu 
France. Those ideas rent my bosom, and 
all my resolutions vanished. To jsucceed, 
I must have had the heart of Nero, and the 
soul of Caligula. Receive, Sir, my thanks; 
why have I not power to testify to you alt 
my gratitude? 

LEWIS. 
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OBSERFATIONS 

ON THE FORTY -SECOKD liETTEE^ 

Amqxg the personages concerned in the 
king's evasion, M. de Bouille appears to have 
acted a very principal partj and^hy an un- 
accountahle series of mistakes and blunders, 
to have been the cause of its faihire. It 
appears from the king^s answer,, that this 
oflScer bad been loud in his self-accusations. 
The king, with his usual benignity of dispo^ 
Bition, pardons and consoles him by throwing 
tlie faults of the commander on the will of 
fate. 

This letter presents the king in a still 
more amiable point of view, if it be true,, 
that, at the hazaid of a few Kves, he could 
have attained the object of his wishes* 
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.Were this point even doubtful, his aversion 
to the shedding ' of human blood in cir- 
cumstances where he could have been easily 
justified, excites regret that so many virtues 
should be combined in the same character 
with so many errors, 

Bouille, in an impertinent, and somewhat 
silly letter to the national assembly, at- 
tempted to turn the indignation of the 
public from his royal master on himself. 
He missed his aim, inasmuch as his ill-judged 
menaces excited no other feeling in either 
the assembly or the people, but good hu- 
mored laughter and contempt. It was, 
however, unfortunate for all parties that his 
projects were formed with so little address ; 
for the greatest calamity that could have 
befallen the king or the country, was the 
failure of this plan, which had it succeeded, 
so far from causing a civil war as the king 
seemed to fear, would have united all parties 
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for ihe formation- of a wisw ccmstitution^ 
and preyented the commissioa of those crimesc 
which afberwaxtls auUied the Fronoh reyor^ 
lution. 
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LETTRE XLIIL 

Jl Monaieur. 

III faut done encore que mon malheur 
pfese sur vous , et que vous soy ez une victims 
de la fatality qui me poursuit ! Lorsque je 
cherchois un asile, le repos, I'honneur, et 
des Frangois ; je n'ai trouv^ sur mes pas 
que la trahison, un abandon cruel, Taudac^ 
du crime , et la fatalite des circonstances. 
Plus d'espoir de ramener les Francois; plus 
de justification a esp6rer , de liberte a ob- 
tenir , de bien a faire , de plein gr6 , de mon 
propre mouvement. H y a quelques jours 
que j'etois un vain fantome de roi, le 
chef impuissant d'un peuple , tyran de son 
roi, et eficlave de ses oppresseurs: aujgur- 
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d'hui je partage ses fers, je suis prisonnier 
dans mon palais, je n'ai pas merae le droit 
de me plaindre. Separe de ma famille en- 
liere, nion epouse, ma soeur^ mesienfans, 
gcmissent loin de moi ; et vous, mon frere, 
par le plus noble d^vouement, vous vous 
etes condamne al'exil; vous voila dans les 
lieux- ou gcmissent tant de victimes que 
riionneur appeloit sur les bords du Rbin, 
mais que mon amour pour eux, mes ordres, 
ou pluiot mes pressanles invitations, appe- 
loient dans le sein de leur triste patrxe. Us 
sontmalheureux, dites-vous, oh! dites-leur 
que Louis 5 que leur roi, que leur pere , que 
leur ami est plus^malheureux encore ! Cette 
fuite, qui m'etoit si n^cessaire, qui devoit 
peut-etre faire mon bonheur et celui du 
peuple , sera le motif d'une accusation ter- 
rible. Je suis menace, j'entends les oris de 
la haine, on parle de m'interroger : non, 
jamais ; tout le temps qu'il me Sera permis de 
me croire loi da France , j*6viterai tout ce 
qui tendroit i mWillr. Oh ! mou frere, es- 
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perons un plus doux avenix ! le Frangois 
aimoit ses rois; qu'ai-}e done fait pour ^tie 
hai', moi qui les ai toujours port6 datia mon 
coeur? Si j'avois 6t6 un Neron, un Tibfere.... 
qu'un doux espoir nous reste encore. Puisse 
la premiere lettre que je vous adresserai, 
yous apprendre que mon sort est change. 

LOUIS. 



(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER XLUI- 

« 

To Monsieur. 

July a3A, 1791. 

My misfbttunes then must fall upon 
you, and you are doomed to be a new vic- 
tim of that fatality^ by which I am pursued. 



1^4 COKHEWONMSNGli: 

While I sought att asylum, repose, honoi* 
and Frenchmen, I only found at erery step 
tteason, a cruel desertion, the holdaaess of 
5 crime, and tte fatality of cirenmstarices. 
; All thoughts of regaining the French are 
; Qver J no justification is to be hoped, no li- 
f hej±y to be obtained, no good to^ be ^ffeeled 
from my own spontaneous will. A few 
days since I was a vain phantom of a mo- 
narch, the impotent chief of a people, the 
tyrant of their king, and the slave of their 
oppressors; I now share with them their 
, chains. A prisoner in my palace, I am de- 
prived even of the right of complaint. Se- 
parated from my whole family, my wife, 
my sister, my children, sigh at a distance 
from me, while you, my brother, by the 
most noble disinterestedness have con- 
demned y-ourself to exile. You are now in 
those regions that echo the moans of so 
niany victims, whom honor caHed tothe 
bants of the Rhine, but whom my afFfec- 
tion, my orders; or ratfeer my earnest in- 
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treaties, sought to bring back to the bosom 
of their desolate country. You say they 
are unhappy j ah ! tell them that Lewis, that 
their king, their father, their friend, is more ^ 
unhappy still. This flight, which was so 
necessary for me, which would, perhaps, 
have procured my happiness and that of 
my people, will furnish Inotives for a ter- 
rible accusation. I am menaced; the cries 
of hatred strike iny ear ! They talk of in- 
terrogating me No, never I While I am 

suffered to believe myself king of France, 
I will avoid whatever would lead to de-f 
grade me. Oh, my brother ! let us hope for ] 
axnilder futurity; the French loved their \ 
kings; what then have I done to deserve / 
their hatred^ I, who have ever borne them 
in my heart. Were I a Nero, a Tiberius....... 

Let us still cherish a soothing hope, and 
may my next letter inform you that my 
fortune is changed. 

XEWIS. 
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OBSERVJTIONS 

ON THE FORTY-THIRD liETTEK. 

The count of Protence was more fortu- 
nate than his royal brother. He had not 
M. de BouUle to escort him to the frontiers, 
and therefore reached his destined place in 
safety. The picture which the king draws 
of his situation is affecting; but the cata- 
logue of evils under which he was suffer- 
ing, ends with one that contained, alas ( 
more of truth than he meant to expressj 
that he had unfortunately deprived himself 
even of the right to complain. 

It must be admitted, that the assembly 
acted towards tlieir fugitive king with un- 
exampled, but fatal generosity. He had 
clearly violated the contract on his part, 
f- and 



OP LEWIS XVI. 179^ 

and had pronounced, as . it were, his own 
abdication. The assembly had decreed at 
the moment of the e^sion, that the royal 
functions, and those of the exeputive powers 
were suspended:. ia the hands of the king: 
they now decreed that his suspension, should 
subsist till, the constitution being finished^ 
the constitutioi^kl act should be presented 
to him. Having thus put the king in the 
Cfiwe of doing no wrong, they decreed that 
he . could not be arraigned for the wrong 
he had already done j but at the same time 
they added a few comminatory clauses to 
fte constitution, the first of which enacted, 
that if the king, after haying taken the oath 
to the constitution, retracted, he should be 
considered as havings abdicated. All the 
various oaths which the king had taken 
being now virtually done away, and as he 
had forfeited all confidence, the assembly 
thought itself justified in guarding him more 
carefully than it had done before, and the 

VOL. IL N 
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king *might be conadeted as a kind of state 
prisoner till the constitution was finished, 
which was two mopths after his return; 
when, having again repeated the oath& to 
maintain and defend it^ he was set at 
liberty. 

Meanwhile, the Count of Provence in- 
creased the number of those who, according 
to the style of the king's letter, had gone 
to seek for honor on the banks of the Rhine. 
This emigration miglit have been pardoned 
in his younger brother, whose follies and 
extravagant projects at the beginning of the 
revolution had rendered him justly odious 
and contemptible to every class of French- 
men; but Monsieur had been infected with 
no chivalrous maladies of this kind; on the 
contrary, his conduct had been generally 
irreproachable, and sometimes even liberal. 
His opinions since his jBight have been 
conformable to -those of his royal brother; 
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but previous to that event he had disco- 
vered a degree of moderation, which had 
it been shared by otl|ers of his race, the 
revolution would, perhaps, have ended more 
happily for the interest of his family, and 
the powers of Europe, who mingled them- 
selves in the dispute. 



N a 



J' 

i 
1 

■i 
I 



180 CORRESPONDENCE 



LET TRE XLIV. 

A Monsieur. 

fl7 Octobre, 1791. 

Lb rapprochement dont vous m'entre- 
tenez^ mon cher fr^re, est bas6 sur un pres- 
tige auquel je ne puis ajouter aucune> 
croyance. Ce qui se passe sous mes yeux, 
me d6montre que les prindpes qu'on puise 
dans la th6orie de la politique, s'6clipsent 
dans Texicution. D'ailletirs , comment 
combattre les sophismes et les pretentions 

des novateurs ? , La reine 

pers6v6re dans son courage ; sa fermet^/ 
semble augmenter plus notre position de- 
vient accablante. Ce qui nous entoure me 
parott bien foible pour lutter arec siiccis 
contre la tourbe de nos ennemis. Je n^ 
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satirois trop vous engager a donner Te^fem-^ 
pie de la circonspection. On 6pie des pr6- 
textes;^il faut tacher de paralyser , par notra 
prudence , les trames da crime%^ 

Vous connoissez, mon,clier frfere, Tim- 

muabilit^ de mes tendres sentimens pour 

vous. 

LOUI& 



(TRANSLATION. > 

LETTER XLIV. 

To Monsieur. 

Oetober ayih, 1791* 

The approximation you suggest to me^ 
my dear brother, is founded on an illusion 
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to which I can give no manner of credit, , 
What passes before my eyes, demonstrates 
to me that principles, drawn from the 
theory of politics, vanish in the execution. 
Besides, what weapons can be used against 
the multiplied sophisms, employed to 
enforce the pretensions ' of innovators ? 
The , queen displays the same courage;' 
her fortitude seems to augment in pro- 
portion as our situation becomes des- 
perate. All that surrounds us appears to 
me very insufficient to contend success- 
fully with the hordes of our eneniies. I 
cannot engage yott too strongly to shew an 
example of circiimipection j pr)Btexts are 
eagerly watched for, and we must endeavor 
by our. prudence to nfeutralise the^eflprts of 
crime.— You knovr, my dear brother, the 
immutability of my tenderness for you^ 

LEWISL 
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bBSERF'ATION& 

eN THE FORTY-FOURTH liETTER. 

..'■■.■ •_•.■■•• ^ , 

1. Tais leftter , £rom iti^ kin^ supposes m^ 
plan of/' hid ;lDrotb^ &>?; a bo^litioB o£ pax>- 
t£e» m France &Y(H*aUQ ') to the Tiews of 
4lit cpui^. Th^ pTt>J9ct:vnp^> perhaps^t wis^^ 
and : h^d .^nch :a looaliti^Hir b^ifeix lonfij^d apt 
itmonaye grc^nd^^ tbet fx^mstUution^ de?-^ 
jranged as i]t had toeiAiiiltiie^ceyisiimyiniglTt 
yeti hfifVe gfme oq with' pf u4ait pcrndkuc^tors.' 
Thet.dtetail of this plajeot f appeas*ai^o the- 
Ma^ :iiQt 4nly diflSciilt with respect^ta th^ 
^enerali pribcipley ibut isapracticahle^ sin^ 
the mealii^^were wwatiiig tp caiay any. plaa 
into executioa. " All that' surrounds, us/' 
Bays the king, ^^ appears to me too feeble 
4aoL straggle with autoess ag^dnst the hoxdc^ 
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LET T RE XLV. 

Au prince cle^ ihndS. • 

i5 Ao&t^ ^79*- 
MON COUSIN y 

En vain j'ai t6moign6 a mes freres, com- 
bien tous ces rassemblemens, en armes^sur 
les bords du Rhin, 6toient contraires a la 
saine politique, a I'int^ret des Frangais 
€xil6s , a ma propre cause. On veut toujour^ 
prendre Toffensive : on veut toujours nous 
menacer de I'^tranger , et Topposer aux 
Frangais 6gar6s. Cette conduite me p6nfetre 
de douleur , et ne pent avoir que A.qs fu- 
nestes r^sultats. C'est perp6tuer les haines , 
exciter le couipxiux; c'est, enfin, me priver 
de tous les moy ens de conciliation. Dfes Tins- 
tant que les hostilit6s auront commence,. 



,v. 
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TOtis pouvez etre assur6 que le retour eu 
France est impossible; F^migration sera un 
crime d*Etat, et Fon voudra s^vir centre 
des coupables , qui ne sont , aujourd'hui , 
que des victimes ; et des Frangais qui furent 
obliges , par la violencie , d^abandonner leuir 
patrie , seront regard6s comme des traltres 
qui voulurent dechirer le sein de la France,^ 
Ces rassemblemehs d't6rai^r6Si, qiii jamais 
n'atiront mon approbation, ceritiiplent les 
forces de mes ennenris/'<3eux-ciitie crdy^nt 
toujours Fame de vos pr^aratifs ; fls me 
supposent un eoliiieiP Secret/ sous lenom 
de comity autrickien^ que dirige le g6iiie 
de ia. reine , que ma' • volont^ soutierit , ' et 
qui V6us retienA sur led %ordi du B&iin. Hi 
teri^traiix arift^di^letLtS'agensbidn>iid6c-i- 
ttt^s se^ripaiideiit ddnsl^sr rues', dtoi k4 
^liceS piibiiquesy'^Sotfs li?s fehfitres de liioit 
rMteau • et toliB lek )diirs ils fbntr^teilfir, 3 
'mes'oreilles, ccj cri fuiiSbre: la guerrirt ia 
guerre f'je suis ^p6uvunt6' de leui* tenacity, 
de leur fureur, de Icurs cris *de rage, Lear 






insenses! ils veulent la guerre: ah! si ja-^ 
mais le signal 6toitdon]i6, elle.^eroit longue 
et cruelle ! C!omine die n'auroit d'autre ob- 
jet que la vengeance et la haine,* elle de-; 
viendroit barbare. O Dieu! pr6servez la 
J'rance, de ce funeste fl^u; qiie ses hurle- 
inens ne soient point entendus ! S'il me 
faut descendre du trone, monter sur Techa- 
feud, on Charles I " fut iminol6; abandonner 
f;e que j'ai de plus cher au monde^ me voili^ 
prSt ; mais point de guerre I point de guerre I 
Cependant le bruit de yos preparatifs se fait 

entendre Mon cousin, vous qui d6si^ 

rez unir la gloire au devoir j vous que lea 
^inigr^ regardent qo^me leur p^re et leur 
dbef, ct que j'estime, moi, comme prince 
joyal et magnanim^ j ppposess-vous y je vous 
en conjure, aux projets insens^ des Fra^i- 
Cais r^unis prfes de yousj faites-leur bieu 
connottre tout le danger; opposes ma vo- 
lont^, wes avis, mes pri^res m^mes a cette 
valeur, irrit6e pau: Tinjustice, par le mal- 
heur, par IJin jure. Osons espdrer encore; 
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Torage pent avoir un terme: cle^ temps plus 
heureux peuvent s'offrir k nous. JTai besoih 
de resp6rance, et d'ltppreridre que vous 6tes 
dociles k ma yoix^ pour gouter un instant 
debonlieur* 

Louia 



(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER XL V. 

To the prince of Cqndi. 

August i5th^ 179I' 

- ' ' ♦. . * 

In vain I have intimated to my brothers^ 
how nruch those armed assemblies on th^ 
Imiks of the Rhine are contrary to sound, 
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policy, the interest of the exiled French, 
and my own cause. They still persist in 
their resolutions of attack, threaten us with 
foreigners, and oppose them to Frenchmen 
led astray. This conduct fills me with 
sorrow, and must introduce the most dis- 
astrous consequences; it will perpetuate 
hatred, excite vengeance, and deprive me of 
all means of conciliation* The moment 
that hostilities begin, you may be assured 
that all return into France will be impos- 
sible, emigration will become a state-crime ; 
those will then be attacked as criminals, 
who now are only victims ; and French- 
men, whom violence had forced to fly, will 
be considered as traitors who seek to la- 
cerate the bosom of their country. This 
reunion of emigrants, which will never ob- 
tain my approbation, multiplies an hundred 
fold the forces of my enemies. They per- 
sist in considering me as the soul of your 
preparations ; they imagine I have a secret 
council under the name of the Austrian 
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committee, directed by the genii^s of the 
queen, encouraged by my approbation, and 
,who retain you on thie banks oJF the Rhine. 

They cry to sLrms ; their agents, well in- 
structed, spread themselves in the streets, 
in the public squares, under the windows 
of my palace, and every day they sound in 
my ear the funeral cry of war ! war ! I am 
affrighted at their tenacious ob&jinacy, their 
fury, their cries of xage. What madness^! 
they wish for wart Ah! if ever the signal 
- were given, it would be a long and cruel 
contest} having no other object than ven- 
geance and hatred, it would become bar- 
barous. Oh God ! preserve France from 
this fatal scourge! let not those homicide' 
yells be heard ! If I must descend from the. 
throne, mount the scaffold where Charles j 
the first was immolated, and abandon allj, 
that is dear to me on earth, I am ready--** 
but no war, no war! 
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Nevertheless the noise of your prepara- 
tions has reached me — You, my 

cousin, who are desirous of uniting glory 
and duty; yoa, whom the emigrants con- 
sider as their fstther and their chief,, and I 
myself esteeiiJfc a loyal and magnanimous 
prince; opp6se, I conjure you, the/ wild 
projects of the French assembled around 
your person; malce known to them the 
danger; oppose my will, my counsels, even 
xny prayers, to this valor inflamed by in- 
justice, misfortune, and injuries. Let us 
yet dare to hope; the storm may pass away, 
happier times may be in reserve for us. I 
stand in need of hope, and of learning that 
you are docile to. my voice, in order to en- 
joy one momenl of happiness. 

LEWIS. 
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OBSE^RFATIONS 

4IK OTHfc ?ORTY-PIPT« liBTTER. 



Of the crowd "^^ of victims that wandered in 
search of honor qn the banjts of the Rhine,^^ 
the^ prince of Cqnde was, perhaps,, the most 
chivalipus and enterprising. While his cou- 
sin, the count d'Artois, was attending the 
levee of sovereigns, and Journeying, with fatal 
alacrity, from Pilnitz to Mantua, seeking thq 
hostilities^ of foreign princes against his 
country in defiance of his hrothe^'s orders, 
both public and private, and most clearly in 
direct opposition to his inte^'ests \ the prince 
of Conde was sharpening his sword to enter 
Trance at the head of hi^ troops of emigrants, 
followed by tiie rest of indignant Europe, 
hastening to avenge the cause of kings* 

vol.. !!• o 



On whatever other pointis dbubts may hi 
entertained of the sincerity of Lewis the 
sixteenth, his public declarations and his pri- 
vate injunctions fiibai^ shflScieht testimony, 
that at this moment he was sincere. He wisely 
judg^ t^t ihis; armed emigrcction was con- 
trary to sound policy as well as to the interests of 
the emigrants and Ms own cause* He foresaw 
the fatal results whicii must attend these acts 
6S hostility, and warns the prince of the^ 
coiisequeiice, hy B detail of the evils Which 
iiis perverseness would bring on the cause he 
pretended to suppori., He cpnjures him tp 
oppose, his influence to the ^^mad designs^' of 
Ills followers, to point out tlie danger which 
awaited them, to insist on his orders, to be 
\\i6 her^d of His iiitreaties, to commiserate 
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liis situation^ and Respect his peace..... TI;o 

princb of Conde remained inexorable. The 

J )i.- ,1,1 . '/ • . • '". ' . . ' ' ' ' ) > 

conquest of Prance -vVas aii object too seducing 

Ho yield to considerations of this nature} and 

\he magn^yiiiriity, the ^loyalty, and the glory 

witt'WHicli the king compliments his coui^iii, 
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Sn:OJ^crjto flatter him into bbedicHee, th^ 
I>jpinc<B 4^©med more chivalrously evinced by 
xeiT^ainipg what the Idiag • stiles hian^ thfe 

^^ father and.chief !of emigpotits. ^'^ 

/ ■ ^ _ 

, Those assemblies of French beyond the 
fmi^l^er^Jb^d given. grdat and just cause' of 
^pjnfiplaipl^ to the nation/ aftd. severe lawji had 
bee^ Qi^acted in therl^gpislaliiveiassembly against 
thoft^ pjieauined corispirators, which decree* 
thekipg h^fl, Jpi^vertheless, i'efused to sanctions 
Tj^u^dSusri-^JXcited. the indignation of the 
l^sl£tt-^#f sin/je, tbjQMgK the danger was not 
ipa!^i|i§fit|jtbelmenftce Hva& insulting 5 nor. 
<?oul^fbe'jkeeper.of the seaU, who wad the 
])9^f er oJ5 s^he ,v^to ^ tHfi. JSar/of. the assiambly^ 
^ify^^e^ ^e f ;a^mbe[ps9 ( rtctwithstanding- tha 
j^^ysifpilrpifecaatMHi of taking libations xjA 
W^tejTjiTecqr/Jed by Jijs Q6Ue^igue;M. Bertrahbidi 
to. in^pr^:^ot^Ines^ in the discussion)^ ilhat 
te^pprii^ipfig pn this subjet wai» either prudenH 
0?*, constitutM)U&U Th« answer of thepi4nce 
t^CCp^d^ ^thia suppHidatoiTy letter does not 

o a 
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Appear; but it seems that the courage and 
daring^ess of' these Emigrant pritices of the 
house of Bourbon increased in the exact ratio 
of the clangers and difficulties into^which they 
plunged Lewis the sixteenth. 

The" king, after i^efinsing hi« sanetioh to the 
jsevere laws enacted against the' eiHigfants, 
wrote to both his brorthers in term^ tb^ most 
impressive, to opeprcsient the - evils atieitding 
their absence, and to commaml their return. 
These letters were delivered to their address 
at Coblentz, by the French ambasii^or. The 
answer from both fonii& a singular model of 
affectation and insensibility. Under pretence 
that their titles had[ been olriit^," both 
assured the king th^t/th^ had-lieritat^d to 
open his letters j and, persuaded that he was 
^tidl in moral and physical captivity at Paris, 
]t)oth declared that they would pay respect 
Bieither to his intreaties nor his ord^s. ^Lduis 
Stanislas Xavier was dissatisfied that "his 
i>rother had not <uJled him Monsieur^ and 
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Charles Philippe that the king had not called 
him brother. Thus sported those idle per- 
sonages with the feelings and situation of the 
unhappy monarch, till they succeeded in car- 
rying into execution their hostile purposes 
against France, which ended^ as was predicted 
by the king, in the total defeat of all their 
hopps, rafter causing the overthrow of the 
throne of which they affected to appear the 
bulwark, add bringing the unhappy victim of 
their petulance and obstinacy to the scaffold. 
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LETTRE XL VI. 

A M. de St-Priest 

27 NovcnJbrc, 1791. 

• TouTES les inesaTje3, monsieur, qiii pe!u- 
yent ^llumer une gu6rr0 civile, ne sob* 
point celles que j'adopterai pour conserver 
mon autorit^j j'abdiquerois plus volontiersj 
le trone , que de livrer quelques places aux 
puissances, qui veulent me donner des 
preuves de leur haut int^r^t. Pai accept^, 
non sans beaucoup de repugnance, lanou-» 
velle constitution; mais je suis d^cid^ a la 
maintenir, parce que j'en ai fait le serment 
La loyaut6 de mes principes pent seule jus- 
tifier la confiance des Frangais. Mes freres, 
en s'obstinant a suivre le plan qu'ils 
semblent avoir adopte , me preparent bien 
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de chagrins, et se ferment, peut-etre pour 
toujours, les moy ens 4e m'en consoler. 
Usez, monsieur, de Tascendant de votre 
esprit, pour leur faire co'nnoltre Thorrible 
position dans laquelle je me trouve. Leur 
retour jameihpTcAt sujcemeii^ llunioii dan$ 
cette grande famille , dont je me plais tant 
p, me regarder cdtnine le p&re. > ^ 

I^n ijer^dant.ju^ice a yos pflfres g^n^reiisea, 
monsieur, et au zele pur qui les dirige, j© 
<UB, puiis, dans le* inoineht aotuel, rien ac- 
^^|:er,*et encore. nioins me compromettrar 
par dcvs promesses, dont on me feroit uur 
erinie* Comptez, monsieur, autant sur mai 
bienveillance, que »ar le d6sir que j'ali d^ 
Tpujj en donner deft preuves. , '* " 

J.OUISV 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

. LETTER XLVI. 

To M^ [dd St: Priest.] 

iSfoT, 27tfa, 1791. 

r 

The measures, Sir, tliatinay kindle civil 
war, are not those which I will afiopt to 
preserve my authority* I would r^ither aln 
dicp.te the throve than deliver tip aliy for- 
tified; place to the- powers, who propose 
giving me proojfo of their high interest, i 
havfO. accepted, not without much repug- 
nance, the new constitution, hut I am re- 
solved to maintain it, because I have sworn 
to do so. The loyalty of my principles 
can alone justify the confidence of the 
French people. My brothers, by obsti- 
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nately pursuing the plan they seem to have 
adopted, are preparing many sorrows for 
me, and depriving themselves, perhaps for 
ever, of all.means of conciliatioi). Employ, 
Sir, your powers of persuasion to make 
them conceive the horror of my situation. 
Their return would surel v lead to union in 
that great family, of which the title of father 
so de^ to me. 

1 appreciate your* generous oi^rs, Sir, 
and the pure zeal by which they are dic- 
tated; but at this moment I can accept no- 
thing, and still less commit myself by pro- 
Hiisestv^hich would be considered as criines. 
Wepend, Sir, alike on toy good wishes, and 
the desil^e I feel t6 realise them. 



^OOt CpRRSS^itd£]»^JE; 



OBSERrJTIONS 

ON THE FORTY-SIXTH liETTER. 

It has already been observad that thii 
king, into whatever trials or perplexities 
he was thrown, however strongly impelled 
by others to violent, or what were called^ 
energetic measares, felt always a salutary 
horror at risking thq lives of men. This 
letter to M, St. Priest is an answer to tv^Q 
modest propositions whiph the minister had 
made him; the resource of civil war was 
an old project, but the delivery of the 
frontier towns in trust to powers, who were 
anxious to give him proofs of their high 
interest, had the merit of diplomatic novelty. 
The king's answer on both those poipts is 
decided and loyal. 
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Far from payipg attention to these prchr 
posaU made by M. St. Priest, the king, on 
the contrary, urges the minister to use hi* 
influence in an inverse direction, and pre- 
vail on his brothers tq abandon projects, 
which he is assured, and in which he was 
not mistaken^ were adapted to bring num^ 
berless evils on his head. He pleads the 
horror of his situation j he represents in 
pathetic terms the happiness which would 
result from their obedience to his orders, 
^ -Their return," says he, " would surely 
restore unioti to this great family, of which 
I am so delighted in considering myself as 
■flie father." This frdternal appeal to their 
sensibility would not have been understood 
by the brothers, ardent as they were for 
glory, and it is very doubtful if the minister 
was prompt in using his influence to excite 
m them those senti^le^ts, 
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LETTREXLVII. 

a3f Deeembre^ 1791. 

Les deux partis opposes qui rfegnent dans- 
Tassembl^e legislative, et qui se sont for- 
mes, pour ainsi dire, le jour de son install- 
lation, vous eflfrayent et vous ont obligd 
d'^Gouter les propositions qui vous ont ete 
faites, et dont vous me parlez d^ns yotre 
dernifere lettre, dat^ede votrp maison, a..^*. 
Coffluie vous, je suis reellement eflfrayi^ do, 
cette opposition : la haine et Tenvie ^a di- 
rigent. Je vois des mauj^ incalGulables naitre 
de cette lutte nouvelle , et j'ai tout lieu de 
presumer que je serai la premiere victime 
des d6bats scandaleux qu'elle fera naitre. 
On vous a propose de me lier au parti le 
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plus violent et le p\m audacieux , en pre-- 
haht dans son sein, ou d'apr^s sa pr(^- 
setitation, lea ininistrfes' qui doivent etre 
Thoh conseil, et de ne placer que des 
hommes de leur cafactere , dstns les places 
■qui sont a ma nomination. Tons ce^ gens* 
la me plaisierit pen , et je ne puis clioisir 
pkrtill eux.' X*a cofistitiltion est la, qui doit 
hie servir de guide ;^cne puis ni ne dois m^eik 
ecarter, et soyez^persiiade que je cKerctie- 
rat* les hommes qui peuvent Ai'eti'e utiles, 
parmi ceux qui aiment et veulent d6£endre 
Cette cronstilkrtion. Cexix qiiviA^dnt he ^6-- 
iagri^s dans' votre lettre ,' rie sorit pas de 
liion igout; ils n'ont, pour tout meritej que 
Fandace du oriYne; ils'oht tous line arriere-^ 
peris6e, qui touj6urs'seta suBordonn6e aux: 
Sv^iiemens ; Tet je les dtois encol-e plus atta- 
ch&d a quelqiies dliefe^adi^oits et d^guis6s^ 
qu'a la constitution dont ils feignerit vou- 
loir prendre la defense. II y a encore parmi 
eux des beaux parleurs , mais gens sans te-* 
nue, sans genie, incapables d'agir. Condor- 
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cet.a^la tete farcie de d6ino;n8trations d$f 
pioKl^mes. Ce xi'est.pas dei 1^ th^prie gu'il 
nous faut, o'esj une exp^ri^pce active* Yer? 
gniaud n'est pas kssez froid pour le cabinet, 
S — fourbe et mal-adroit L — d'line fran- 
chise rebutante; il croit downer des con-* 
seils, et yous dit de grosses injures, assai- 
sonnies de patriotism^. Je ne chojisirai 
point mes ministres parmi ces horames-la. 
11 me faut des homraes prttdens , asse? g6- 
nere\ix poilr se sacrifier; attaches par de- 
voir et par, honneur aunouvel ordre de 
chosen, J et,q.ui m'aime^t assez pouf dai^er 
»'int6resser encore a v^qi^ Vous. yoyez; biea 
qu'il m'est impossible de -faire txn cbpiz; 
parmi les etres qui me spijt pr6sentesf pa^p; 
le parti dortt la puissance vous efTraye, 
Voypns si je pourrai le vaincre en lui op- 
posant lea yrais amis de la constitution. 
Adieu. , . , , _ . " , 
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. -: LE T: UlfilR XJL¥ II. 

, r- - . ( 

S t » . Vi ^ i , A . . ^ , (I - . ' i . I ^ ,. ^ ^ . . ; • I r*- ■ • ■ 

r-.c' *•'' J* ■?; '.'i w'.r. ,-3&tfcembera5d,\i7gi.. 

The two opposite parties that divide 
ihp 4^ris]alivQ ass^mbly^ and which were 
fcfVWed almost on the dai^f of its i|nstsjllatiQn, 
e:9:Qit^ .ypvir appjifejiensions, and have led 
you to listen to the propositions iwjiich 
tay^ i^je^J^ .made to you, : and ;vy^hiph you 
jnentipn, in y oui: last letter to ni,e, .date4 

from, your house at Like you, I am 

rj&ally affrighted.at thip opposition, directed 
by enw and h^red. I see innumerable 
jByils spjeinfiing from, this new sta^uggle, and 
hfivgjevery reason to prejsfume that I shall 
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he the first victim of the scandalous dissen* 
tions it will produce. A proposal has been 
made to you that I should connect myself 
with the inost violent'^ and most daring 
party, by choosing among its members, or 
receiving from its hanidilKe' ministers who 
compose my council ; and by placing only * 
men of the same staM|),-whe^ver I have 
the nomination* I am little pleased with 
any -^ of thesis nlin, and cannot choose 
amongst them. The constitution exists, 
and should be my guide, from which I nei- 
ther can nor ought to deviate} and be as- 
Bured, I will seek the men for whonr Ihave 
occasion,' among those who love and wiH 
defend the constitution. The peirsbtis in*^ 
dicated iti your letted, are not at all to my 
taste; their whole^ merit Consist^ in the 
holdness of crime; "they have all k' lurk- 
ing sentiment whicli will be made sub-^ 
servient to events; and I believe ihey are 
more attached to 'dexteiroUs an^ disgiiii^d 
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fiO§ 



i^liiefe, than to tiie constitution, whictoi th^ey 
^E^ect to defend. There* lire amon^ thent 
«oine fine speakers, but men without gqijt 
iduct <3^ '^nius, and incapable of acting, 
Condorcet has his head stuffed with de- 
monstrations and problems, and it is not 
theory of which we stand in need, but ac- 
tive experience. Vergniaud has not suffi-^ 

cient coolness for the cabinet; S is a 

knave, and awkward; L is disgustingly 

forward, •i|d im^cfgfned be is delivering 
oracles while he deals out gross abuse, 
^seasoned with patriotism. I will not choose 
my ministers among such persons; I stand 
in need of men of prudence ; generous 
^notigh to make ^ sacrifice of themselves; 
attached by duty and honor to the new^, 
ord^ of things; and who love me suffix 
^iently to deign still to interest theniselvea 
in m5^ fate. ' You see plainly that it is im- 
possible forme to choose among the person^ 
presented to me by the party, whose poweir 
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I 

you dread* Let us see if I taji subdue theitf 
by opposing to them the real friends of the 
constitution. 

LEWIS. 



OBSERFATIONS 

QfS THE FORTY-SEVENTH liETTER. 

One of the greatest faults which the con- 
stituent assembly committed, was the self- 
denial by which it refused to its members 
a seat in the succeeding legislative body. 
The necessary consequence of this act of 
impolicy was the introduction of characters 
into the senate of the nation, who had been 
actiyt and useful in pushing at the wheel 
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of iht revolution, but who, from their 
habits and incapacity ad well ad from their 
violence, were altogether unfitted to direct 
its march. Among those representatives, 
however^ there Were men of as splendid 
talents tod deep research as any that had 
distinguished themselves in the constituent 
assembly; and perhaps no names in the first 
le^slature had an higher claim to celebrity, 
than the two which are mentioned in this 
letter, Condorcet and Vergniaud* 

The great majority of the new legislature! 
were decided friends to the constitution, 
and perhaps men more royally than demo-* 
cratically inclined; but almost all had ap- 
prehensions, that the executive power wa$ 
much less favorably disposed to the new 
system than themselves; and this idea wa$ 
not unreasonable, when it was perceived of 
what heterogenous elements the agents of 
the executive power vsrere composed. The 
lung was not blind to the error inrhiob he 
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bad committed m the nomhsitioii of )nd]t^ 
Tiduals to the important and diiBcult offic^ 
of miniftters^ in whom the nation cmtld 
place no confidence* Konesi and tipTighi 
men ought^ indeed, to wilhstainl ihe damoii 
of the multitude; but the pertinadty wiib 
which some of tbid ministerial hand adhetedk 
to their places while they aflfected to bay^ 
it understood) whit they hare since avowed^ 
that the eondtitution which they wete ap-» 
pointed to direct wa6 the object of tbeit* 
abhorrence, could not but excite mistrust 
in a popular body, whose opinioil in favor 
of liberty arid the tevolutioti were perhap^ 
already raised too high. 

The king ^^ bad accepted the Constitutiori' 
"Vsritli repugnance, ^^ and some suspicions 
might reasonably light on Hs intentions, 
which the choice he had nla^e of his mi- 
nisters did not tend to dissipate. 'I'bis idea 
seems to loLSLte struck the king's correspon-. 
dent M. de N...... who^ it seems, had beea 



^F LEWIS XVI. 5i5 

BCgociatifig .^iti that party in the assembly^ 
which Lewis the sixteenth terms tlie mcxst 
violent and daring, respecting the choice 
q£ miiristers, mplaqp of those which the 
J^mg had chosen for himself. M. de N....,^ 
Bad procaeeded so for in his iiegociation as 
%9 designate certain . pet-sons, wWse whole 
merit, according, to his ^majesty', was only 
^ audadbufe^^ of drfme. As we aro 
ignorant of tjieiiaiies 4esi^at^ in M. de 
Jf../6 letter, Ve must take the king's opi^ 
nionpn Irusf ; ipei^ap* 4t was well founded] 
fcr Budi pei»ob»5:ther^ iiniiuubtedly were. 
A. alight fixia^tian is made, however, by the 
king, in i&xte'o£ Condorcet and V^rgniaud, 
^ There aire dko cammg Item,, fine oratorg j; 
Wt men without ccwiuot, without geniusj 
aajd inc^qaibie of acting j '' : tbis^ opim<m^ 
«pjli^ to' ihese .celebrated me^, appears 
somewhat haz^witetlj onejia 4;oo theoretical, 
and one too enterprising; as to the other 
twQ we leave their names in obscurity; thci 
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^eatest fevor we can^ p^rbc^pa^ confer cat 
their reput^tioii. 



But it was not only Condoroet^s want of 
experience, gnd Vergni^ud's want of coolness^ 
that displeased the king; he had a general 
untip^thy to the whole. ^^ All these people 
displease n^e^ and. I cannot choose amongst 
them/^ The. king, was right in invoking 
the constitution, which forhade such choioa 
among the members of the legislative bodyj 
but he was .suyely wrong in hesitating ta 
}ook for i|ien who loved and were anxious: 
to defend it., " We have sworn neither o£ 
us to. love or improve the constitution, but 
to execute: it }/^ says one of those ministerfii! 
in a, debate with his colleague 'i^ the distinc-^ 
tion was justi biit it would have been wiser, 
in. the king ta have, chosen ministers . whosl^ 
Jove and obediaiua? were more in unisoiv 
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LETTRE XLVIII. 

A M. Vergniaud. 



ag Janvier^ i792» 

VotAe plan est sublime, monsieur; itnai^' 
il n'est plus temps de feindre. Vous propo^ 
aez, et je ne puis rien; je n'ai pas mSme le 
pouvoir de faire croire au d^sir que j'ai 
de faire le bien. Vous-m4me, monsieur^ 
quand bien mSme je le voudrois, ne pou^ 
yez esp6rer aucun succ^s, Le crime veille, 
on conspire; la constitution doit succom- 
ber, et avec elle le fonctionnaire public 
qu'elle a cr66. Vous ayez des id^es grandesk 
^t lib6ralles , mais votre gouvemement 
fnixte ne pent durer qu'un jour. Les nova- 
teurs n'ont aucun but; ils visent a la nou- 
jreaut^^ et ne s'attacheront jamais a rien; ils 
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tletruiront toujours; ils renverseroient fe 
lendemain la constitution qu'ils auroient 
etablie^ les fonctionnaires publics qu'ils au- 
roient" nommes ; ils tfendent a se d6truire 
eux-memes. II faut, ilionsieur, se rallier de^ 
bonne-foi a la constitution; elle a des im- 
perfections, je I'avoue; mais dans un temps 
orageiix,' eile €St una planche salutaire: 
^auvpri3 ensemble , ^ bonue-foi , cette 
cojistitution^ 
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(TRANSLATION,) 
LETTER XL VIII, 

.,. ;y"Qiar |vla^ i*,sii]jlijn^ Sif, bpt jt is no 
loiter time to feigp, Ypij nj^ke proposition^ 
^nd Vwf^ perform nothing. I have not even 
the power of convincing the world that \ 
have the desire of doing good. Yourself, Sir, 
even on the supposition that I consented, 
have no hope of success. Crimes and con-? 
3piracies are abroad j the constitution must 
fall, and with it the first public functionary 
whom it created. You have great and li- 
beral ideas, but your mixed goverriment 
pan last only a, day. The innovators have 
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no particular end in view; they aim at ncM 
velty; they will never attach themselves to 
any object, but are always for subversion. 
They would * overthrow to-morrow the 
constitution they had established tonlay, 
together with the public functionaries they 
had themselves named ; they are working 
for their own destruction. We must, Sir, 
rally sii^cerely around the constitution, 
which perhaps is not free from imperfec- 
tions, but may serve in stormy times as a 
salutary plank. Let us then unite oxa^ 
•incere efforts to save thi^ constitution. 

LEWI& 
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OBSERVATIONS 



0>T THE FORTY-EIGHTH UESTTEJU 



The prepossessions' which the king had 
heen led to entertain respecting the Gironde, 
notwithstanding the recomiliendations and 
good offices of M. de N»i...., would have 
prevented him from listening to any pro-^ 
jectff, how^vet salutary to himself, or be- 
neficial to the country. He acknowledged 
that the plan which Vergniaud presented 
to him was sublime, that he had great and 
liberal ideas j but all further experiments 
were too latej the constitution was about 
to fall, and^biiry the first public functionary 
in its ruins. Of this plan of Vergniaud we 
leam nothing from the letter, but that it 
was the kitig's opinion that it could not last 
beyoxid the-d^ of its formation j and yet 



if the king was duly persuaded that tho 
present constitution was about to fall^ and 
that he should perish with it ; that the plan 
presented by Vergniaud was liberal and 
sublime, and that the party to which he 
belonged had the ascendancy at lhat«time^ 
which was the ca§e, the king would not 
Jiaye acted unwisely, notwithstfmdin§ tl^e eom- 
mon place exclamatiQu/s about inmovators, 
Wd crime, an4 destruction, ipp^yifl^inorp 
Attention tq M, d©^N*\...^s r^comn^fcndation^ 
apd ia talpng. his. wiuistiepps ^pm ^on^sl 
tb^t j)^y to/jyhppe talents l?ue p^j:^ so ju«t 
^ Qnlo^ut4j ,', .;,. .,: ..; : . , 

5' ''.- ' . : ^ ..; .; ■' :-.::: -'] ' ■ 

: What is f iittlf fjn^l^ ixL t^lj^ l/?^t^ i# 
t}}0 real or appg^reijif; fptcbange qC qliafaetera 
|n the. waiter- and h^ .cojre^oifid^. f^ Si^ 
worths had $q^9ely ^apsed iroip, the tim^ 
that' the king, in a momeiit qf, s^i^qerity^ 
left behind him a .niost detailed satire on 
this constitution, whiph he now dnigs to aa 
^e conservatory plaid^ iq tl^e storm^ crying 
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fet ud be dainedt in saving the constitution t 
Vetgniftiidj btit klely characterised as ond 
of the ittnoTfttoi's, hy Which Were meatll 
the Jacobin or republican party^ presents 
him a plan of mixed government, in which, 
from the approbation bestowed on it by the 
king, jacobinism could have little share. It 
was unhappy for both that no better un-^ 
derstanding took place between them. Of 
the talents of Vergniaud it is unnecessary 
to speak ; but he had in his mind and man- 
iiers a sort of simplicity, what the French 
term bonhomie^ which made us always 
forget the splendor of his abilities. No 
man ever appeared to me so remote from 
all ideas of intrigue; he was too careless 
to form any combination in which there 
, was a secret f o be observed. He was much 
less fitted for the cabinet than the senate, 
not for want of coolness, as the king has 
stated in his former letter, but from ha- 
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bitual indolence. Lewis the sixteenth might|i 
perhaps^ have acted wisely in accepting hi« 
proposition, and if he had known the matk 
he would haye sought his friendship* 
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LETT RE XLIX- 

A M. de N . . . . 

^7 Janyier^ ^ZS^*^ 

III y a quelques mois que vous ^ti^ 
i^pouvant^. Pai refuse les prot^g^s de ceux 
qui vous faisoient peur; ils renouvellent 
leur propositions, mais d'une mani^re plu9 
^nergique. Ds ont une volonti, ils reulent 
bien ordonner, JTai regu leurs propositiona 
et leurs envby^s arec la uiSme froideur, et 
ne leur ai laiss^ aucun espoir. JTai reQu une 
lettre d'un nomn)6 Rouyer, d^put6. Vou9 
la lirez chez moij c'est le comble du d^lire. 
Ce monsieur me promet le bonheur , I'amour 
des Frangais, un r^gne long et glorieux, si 
je fais tout ce qu'il veut bien mo conseiller. 
fin Y^rit^^ je suis indign^. Ces gens-la me 
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forceront a les fuir* Je serois porte a les haif^ 
s'ils n'etoient d6ja un objet de ma pitie* 
Venez de bonne heure au chateau, vous 
lirez cette letfre, at je voiis parlerai d6 quel- 
que projet. 

LOUIS. 



(TRANSLATION-) 

LET TER XLIX* 

- to M.de 2V . . 4 , 

. i'anuary 2jih, 1792* 

Some montlis past you Were in conster-? 

nation wlien I rejected tbe persons, pro-* 

tected by tlios6^ who CiauseJ yoiir appre- 

Rensions. They now renew" their proposi- 

f tions* 
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tions in a more peremptory manner; they 
}iave a will of their own, and are pleased to 
issue their commands. I received their 
propositions and messengers with the same 
coldness, and have left them no further 
hope. 1 have received a letter from a cer* 
tain deputy of the name of Rouyer, which 
you shall read with me; it is the very 
height of madness. This gentleman pro- 
mises me happiness, the love of the French, 
and a long and glorious reign, provided I 
follow all the advice which he has the 
goodness to give me. In truth 1 am filled 
with indignation ; those men will force me 
to fly from them, and 1 should be inclined 
to hate them, if they were not already ob- 
jects of my contempt. Come early to the 
palace, you shall read the letter, and I will 
mention to you a certain project. 

LEWIS. 



YOi. II. 
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OBSERrATIONS 

ON THE FORTY-NINTH liETTER. 

M. de N J td whom the^e letters are 

addressed, in this correspondence appears 
to be the only person who has a salutary 
dread of the situation in which the king 
was placed. The king rallies his corres- 
pondent with respect to his apprehensions, 
and tells him, with an air of triumph, how 
he has put to the door those who a few 
months since had given him, that is, M. de 

N , a fright. "I have received,^^ says the 

king, ** their propositions with the same 
coolness, and have left them no hopes j^^ 
, • . . . left them no hopes I 

The circumstance which at this moment 
raises the king's spirits into a kind of vie-* 
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torious exultation, is a letter which he had 
received from one Rouyer, a deputy, who 
had promised him the return of the golden 
age, if he would hearken to his advice. 
*rhe king invites M. de N...». to come and 
read it, and condudes this invitation by a 
commentary^ in which he makes his confess 
sion of faith respecting the popular part 
of the assembly in general, for whom he 
should feel the most cordial hatred, if his 
habitual benevole#ce did not lead him to 

pity- 

The letter of M . Rouyer, which is urged 
fcy the king as an argument of considerable 
force against any further attempts on the 

part of M. de N to influence the royal 

will in favor of the popular party, is no 
doubt silly enough, and fitted to extort a 
smile from the most cynical. But afler 
indulging this harmless pleasantry at Mons« 
-Rouyer^s expence, there is another party; 
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in thi^ scene of amusement which calls for 
a different style of animadversicmt. 

•It fa clear from the history of this epo- 
cha, that no elements of social organisation 
were ever so inharmoniously linked together 
as the court, and the legislative body. The 
king had occasionally just sentiments of his 
eituation, and felt the necessity of compos- 
ing with the spirit of the times. From 
his correspondence withil. de N«...., it ap- 
pears that an understanding with the po- 
pular party had been the subject of discus- 
sion, and the zeal of this negociator is suf- 
ficiently acceptable to be marked with royal 
gratitude. 

But whatever dispositions the king might 
have felt to accede to the wishes of M. de 

N , however prudent he might have 

ideemed an occasional aberration ft'om the 
politics of the Tuilleries to those of the 
Manege, there was always some incident, 
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Mme impediment, thet stepped in 'bfetweeit' 
the intention and the act; some maligilant: 
genius that crossed his way, and tumedC 
bim £r0m. thQ path of duty.. 

If in reading this correspondence we ai^ 
compelled to praise the king for the resis- 
tance he made against numerous tempta- 
tions to evil, we should Aot' be less candid" 
tewards him^ could we discover aU the 
snares which surrounded him when he- 
yielded; An example of this kind occura 
i» the letter before us. The king was na- 
turally prepossessed against tlie popular* 
party in the legislative body; but this pre- 
possession would have yielded to^ more ma- 
ture-examination, had not those around liim » 
been interested ia exasperating his feelings^ ^ 
already too much irritated, and throwing 
thicker mists before him the nearer he ap- 
proachied the precipice^ No doubt many of: 
the king'd advisers were sincere in their ; 
couxMela^ their errors might be gardpned * 
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in fj*y» of tKeir early prejudices ; but ther© 
vera others, of laiore ignoble kind^ who 
iad neither the prejudices of birth or rank 
to plead, who5e principal occupation it was, 
if we may give credit to their own asser-- 
tions, to keep the king^s mind in a proper 
state of indispositioix against every wise 
ancj liberal cQunsrfj which those who were 
reaUy cpncpmp^o^^ Ws ^'vvn peace, and 
the good ^f his pou^try, were anxious to 
impress on his ^i<ul. 

Such wise counsel M. de N...,. had been 
solicitors to impwt, but the king remained 
obdurate to alj bia representations. Tho 
propositions of ti» popular party were re-, 
ceiv^d with coolneisa, and their messengers 
dismissed and ciit off &om aU hope^ Of 
t]|^s ^ant the k^ infiKcms his» correspond* 
dent, and^ to prove the jxi&tice of his sen-^ 
tence, invites him to read M. Houyor's letter. 
Now if M. Roayer had been a leader of 
that party, or even on ajccredited instru-^ 
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ment, and not an obscure individual, whose 
name was scarcely ever heard or mentioned, 
some allowance might be made for the king's 
bitterness against the arrogance of the writer, 
and the pretensions of the party whom he 
was supposed to represent. The party, 
meanwhile, were totally removed from any 
knowledge of M . Rouyer, or his letter ; this 
letter was one of the Carnival tricks of 
M; Bertrand de Molleville, then minister of 
the marine, who, as^he himself tells the 
story, urged M. Esm . • . . . to write this letter 
for Rouyer, who appears to have been him- 
self incapable of reaching its verbose extrava- 
gance. When at M. Bertrand's suggestion this 
letter was written, the king is made the 
dupe of this puerile and contemptible stra-^ 
tagem, known in France by the name of 
mystijicatiovy the tendency of which was 
to render the popular party still more ob-* 
noxious to the court. While Le^vis the 
sixteenth was corresponding with M. de N...,. 
who negpciated [in favor of the populai? 
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party, M. Bertrand informs us, that he em^ 

ployed another M. deN to negociate with 

the party of the Feuillants, and that he had 
attached this negociator to his department, 
as he had Uie advantage of heing particu-^ 
larly connected with the royalist party^ 
M. Bertrand's negociator, M. de N...... has 

at least one point of resemblance with M^ 
de Nm..*.. the king's correspondent: both 
end in doin^ nothing. If th©^ historian hadf 
not pledged his faith for the verity of his 
facts, we should suspect some error in this, 
part of his story ,^ and that the king's ne- 
gociator arid the minister's were one and 
the same person* Of the part the king had 
in this transaction, so far as respects the^ 
negociation with the popular party, there 
can be no doubt With respect to. the mi— 
mster of the naarine,. he couljd have em- 
ployed his time more usefully for his coun- 
try, and much more advantageously to the 
ling's interest, had he been less a mystifievy 



or had he attended more closely to his pror 
fessional duties* 



It is not diflScuIt, after perusing M. Ber- 
trand^s annals, to account for the speedy 
decline of the monarchy; surrounded by 
such agents, a more cautious king than 
Lewis might have fallen as rapidly. But 
what appears most singular in this history^ 
3s the candid manner in which M. Bertrand 
avows the active part he took as the king's 
friend, in hastening this catastrophe. If his 
book be not the most envenomed libel, it 
is the most complete and unanswerable act , 
of accusation that has ev^r been di:awix up. 
gainst the courts 
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L E T T R E L. 

'A M. Pithion, maire de Paristi 

i4 Fimer, 179!^ 

UiNVARiABiUTife des intentions que jo 
ii'ai ce8s6 de d6monfrer, monsieur, pour 
all6guer la paxtie du peuple qui soufiFre 1^ 
plus dans ce moment, doit ^tre garant de 
. Tempressement que je mettrai toujours a 
seconder de tout mon pouvoir la represent 
tation nationale. J'approuve , en son entier , 
tout ce que vous m'avez propose de faire 
dans le m6moire que vous m'avez remis^ 
Vous voudrez bien, d'aprfes cela, faire dis- 
tribuer, avec une sage repartition , les fonda 
que j'ai ordonn^ qu'on mit a votre dispo- 
sition* 

LOUIS. 
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(TRANSLATION.) 
LETTER L. 

To M. Peihion^ Mayor of Paris. 

Februaiy i4tb, 1792, 

Invariable in the intention which I have 
never ceased to display, Sir^ of relieving 
that portion of the people who suffer most 
at this period, I trust that this disposition 
will he considered as a sure pledge of the 
alacrity with which I shall on every occa- 
sion second the national representation to 
the utmost of my power. I approve every 
article of the memorial you have sent me. 

You will he pleased in consequence to 

distribute with discernment, the funds 

which I have ordered tp be placed at your 

disppsition, 

LEWIS. 
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OBSERVATIOnS 

ON THE FIFTIETH XJBTTER. 

There is nothing to be remarked in this^ 
letter to the mayor of Paris for the distributito 
of necessaries tathe poor, except that it fur- v 
nishes a new instance of that benevolence,, 
•which formed a prevailing^ part of the king's, 
cbaractei:. 



•OP iiE\ns xvi; aSj 



LETTRE LI. 

A Madame Adelaide. 

i5 Mars, ^79^ 

La douce habitude que j'avois de vous 
voir, ma cliere tante, me rend bien p^nible 
la distance qui nous s^pare. Dans toute 
autre circonstances que celles ou nous 
sommes, je partagerois le plaisir que vous 
^prouveriez, d'habiter le pays ou dnt v^cu 
les plus grands hommes de I'antiquite, 
Rome et I'ltalie rappellent des si grands 
souvenirs, qu'on n y pent faire un pa^sans 
y trouver les traces des maitres du monde, 

Je juge , d'aprfes ce que vous m'ecrivez, 
que vous avez vu , avec un sage discerne- 
ji^ent, les beaut^s anciennes et modernes 
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que renferme la patrie des Caesar: vous en 
parlez avec cet enthousiasine que I'amour 
des beaux arts inspire. J'ai remercie et fait 
remercier le Saint-Pere de ses provenances 
obligeantes , et des attentions dOlicates qu'il 
a pour vous. J'espfere que, lorsque nous 
nous reverrons , vous me donnerez le jour- 
nal de votre voyage. 

Ma position est toujour^ empirant; le 
present est douloureux, et Favenir est pent- 
etre pire. A travers cette obscurity, il se- 
roit bien difficile de pr6voir les suites de 
Texplosion qui me menace. M.de la Fayette 
n'a point chang6 depuis votre depart. Son 
ambition Ogale sa faussetO, et sa £iusset6 
son ingratitude. La reine pretend que dans 
le si^cle de la chevalerie il eAt 6i6 declare 
deloyal et traitre; moi, je trouve qu'il agit 
comme il pense, et qu'il pense comme il agit, 

MM, de Briasac, de Chabot, et le due 
de Mailly nous voyent sourantj nous par- 
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Ions de vous. La reine ne se porte pas tr^s* 
bien; mes enfans, au contraire , jouissent de 
lanieilleure sant6; ma soear auroit besoin 
de prendre un peu plus d'exercice; mais 
nous n'avons pas meme le droit de nous 
promener , jugez-en du reste. 

Adieu , ma chere tante, aimez celui qui, 
VOUS est si tendrement d6yovL6. 

LOUIS. 



(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER LI. 

To Madame Adelaide. 

March iSth^ 1792. 

The soothing habit I had of seeing you, 
Ciy dear aunt, renders extremely painful 
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tome the distance that separates us. In othet 
circumstances than those in which we are 
placed, I should participate the pleasure 
you feel at inhabiting a country, where tho 
greatest men of antiquity have lived. Rome 
and Italy awaken such sublime recollec- 
tions, that at every step we find traces of 
the masters of the world* 

I perceive, ftoni your letter, that you 
hate Viewed with a discerning eye the 
ancient and modern beauties, displayed 
in the country of the Cesars* . You speak 
of those beauties with that enthusiasm, 
which the love of the fine aits inspires. I 
have thanked the holy father, and caused 
hini to be thanked for his obliging kind- 
ness and delicate attention towards you. I 
hope when we meet you will give me the 
journal of your travels. 

My situation changes for the worse ; the 

present is painful, and the future is, per- 

t haps^ 



OF i-FiWis XVI. a4i 

haps, more cruel. Amidst this obscurity, it 
would be diE&cult to foresee the conse- 
quences of the explosion with which I am 
menaced. M. de La Fayette is not changed 
since your departure; his ambition equals 
his falsehood, and his falsehood his ingrs^ 
titude. The queen asserts, that in the age» 
of chivalry he would have been pronounced 
a disloyal traitor; for myself, it appears to 
me that he acts as he thinks,, and thinks as 
he acts. 

Mess, de Brissac, deChabot, and Marshall 
•de Mailly see us often, and we talk of you< 
The queen is not very well, but ray child- 
xen enjoy excellent health ; my sister 
stands in need of more exercise, but we 
have not even the privilege of taking a 
walk; you may judge of the rest% 

Adieu, my dear Aunt; love him who is so 

tenderly devoted to you. : 

LEWIS. 

YOIi. It. tt 
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LETTRE LIL 

A Mesdames. 

* 

V Nous' avons support^ avec peine, mes 
chores tantes,. votre 61oignement; mais il 
itoit necessaire a votre tranquillity , at a 
votre bonheur: il n'en a. pas moins fallu 
pour me priverdes consolations que fetois 
»Ar de trouver dans votre tendresse pour 
moi. Fix^es dans la capitale du monde ehr6- 
tien, vous jouissez, dans toute leur piaret^, 
des bienfaits de la religion; oflFrez pour moi, 
au roi des rois, vbs ardentes pridres; qiie Ic 
ciel irrit6 s'aj^aise, qu'il rende a la France 
ses beaux jours, aux Frangais la confiance 
qu'ils me doivent; ^t que^ du seindes dis- 
cordes, le bonbeur renaisse ; alors je dirai^ 
j'ai a&sez v^cu. 



OF liEwis xvi, a43 

Vos demieres lettres me sont parvenues 
dix jours plus tard qu'a Tordinaire; c'est 
line suite du desordre qui existe dans les 
postes. Lorsque tout est d^sorganis^, les 
correspondances ne sont pas plus sures que 
la marche des 6v6nemens. " 

Mes enfans sont Ian guissans; Ik reine 
trouve la permanence de sa sant6 dans son 
ame , et moi dans ma resignation aux d6- 
crets de la Providence* 

Adieu, mes clieres tantesyla distance qui 
nous s6pare n*a. aucun droit sur ma tendr^ 
affection pour vous. 

Louia 



R a 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER L I L 

'A Mesdames. 

March 25th, i79i»» 

We have borne, my dear aanfs, with pain 
your removal, but it was necessary for 
your tranquillity and happiness, and no-? 
thing less was requisite to lead me to de- 
prive myself of the consolations I should 
have been sure of finding in your ten- 
derness. 

Established in the capital of the Christian 
world, you enjoy the blessings of religion 
in all their purity. Ofifer up for me your 
ardent prayers to the king of kings, that 
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the wrath of heaven may be appeased; that 
it may restore to France its happier days, 
to the French the confidence to which I 
have a claim, and that from the midst of 
discord happiness may arise : I shall then 
have lived enough. 

Your last letter reached ine ten days later 
than usual, in consequence of the disorder 
•which prevails in the service of the posts. 
When every thing is disorganised, the in- 
tercourse of letters is as uncertain as the 
progress of events. 

My children axe iii a languishing state ; 
the queen fijida the. continuance; of her 
health in the fortitude of her /spirit, and! 
in my resignation to the decrees of Provi- 
dence. 

Farewell, my dear aunts; the distance 

iwhich separates us, has no influence on nxy 

tender affe.ptioji for you. 

. LEWIS. 
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OBSERFATIONS 

ON THE FIFTY-FIRST AND FIFTY-SECOND 
liETTER^ 

From, the savage turbulence of revolutions, 
and the perplexing intricacies of politics, wo 
turn to those effusions of tenderness, the mild 
charities of domestic life, with the same plea- 
sure as we view the father of Epic poetry; 
leading the footsteps erf his divinities from the 
field of battle, towards the happy abodes of 
the innocent Ethiopians.. 

The king had ever been unremitting in hi* 
attentions towards those elder branches of 
his house, having probably found a refuge in 
the society of his aunts, from the levity and 
dissipation which marred in earlier life hia. 
own domestic ^oyments. This is what he 
calls the soothing habit which he had of 
seeing them, and of which he feels moro 
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sensibly the loss, in contrasting those moments 
of social intercourse witli the anxious and 
cruel inquietudes which now weighed heavily 
on his heart. ^ 

The only remarkable passage in these letters, 
is the sentence which the king and queen 
pass on M. de La Fayette. The queen pre- 
tends, that had he lived in the days of 
chivalry, he would have been declared a 
false and disloyal knight; while the king^ 
who accuses him of ambitionj perfidy, and 
ingratitude, is of opinion, also, that "he acts aa 
he thinks, and thinks as he acts ^^ the queen's 
©pinion respecting him is tolerably clear, biit 
the king's observation is more obscure. 

As there is no character more prominent 
on the stage of the French revolution, than 
that of M. de La Fayette-s, so there ^re few 
on whom more praise has been bestowed, or 
more blame been laid. He has been honored 
with the title of hero of both worlds; and 
if to have been the first among the Europeans 
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vrho drew his sword for the liberties of 
America, and the most active, in the opening 
of the French revolution, to secure those o£ 
his own country, be marks of heroism, ho 
has certainly high claims to that distinguished 
title. He is accused by the king, of ambition^ 
perfidy, and ingratitude ; but of some of those 
crimes, and nearly at the same epocha, he was 
also accused by the party which was active 
in the subversion of the court. These con-* 
tradictions, apparently so difficult of solution, 
are resolved, perhaps without design, by the 
king himself, when he states that M, de La 
Fayette " thinks as he acts, ^nd acts as he 
thinks ;^^ that is, that he had formed an opi- 
nion of his own, which he followed in perfect 
independence of the opinion of others. 

But whatever blame may be ascribed to 
any part of M. de La Fayette^s conduct, and 
who in such an arduous task could hope to 
escape censure, no one can rob hini of tho 
honor of having first promulgated in his own: 
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countly the sacred and undisputed axioms 
which formed the basis of the revolution, and 
of having suffered nobly in its cause. With 
respect to the queen's accusation, it may be 
observed, that M. de La Fayette never having 
sworn fealty or homage to any other divinity 
than liberty, and having never professed to 
wear one of those ten thousand swords that 
at the smile or frown of beauty were to leap 
from their scabbards, the charge of disloyalty 
is unlawfully imputed. He served the queen's 
cause as long, perhaps longer, than he ought 
to have served it'; but his attachment to 
liberty, founded on the most elevated and 
noble principles, appears throughout the whole 
of his conduct to have been the business and 
the habit of his life.^ 

* There are certain traits ivbich dev^lope characters 
better ihaa the most elaborate disquisitions. A single 
{act is sometimes more illustrative than a ichole host 
of opinions. InM. Felix Faulcon's Historical, Polilical, 
and Legislative Fragments, we meet with the following 
anecdote respecting M. de La Fayette. It is conr 
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Signed in a letter, written to that legislator hj 
M. Bureau de Vusj, from the dungeons of Olmutz. 

^* The commander of Wesel, where we were then 
detained, came and read to M. de La Fayette a 
letter from his master ; the letter stated, that if the 
general had any plan to propose against France^ 
such communication might tend to soften his lot. — 
M. de La Fayette starting up with viyacity and in- 
dignation ; " I — plans against France !" — said he, 
** I, male common cause with the coalesced powers 
to destroy the liberty of my country ! this is some- 
what too impertinent." — The bearer of the message 
was thunderstruck at^the epithet^ and thought it his. 
duty to observe, that these expressions were from a 
crowned head. — "Since I have lived,'* replied M» de 
La Fayette, **I call things by their name ; and though 
I am the prisoner of a king, it is no motive for me 
to permit him an impertinence." 

" What affecting sublimity," continues M. Falcon, 
" in what I have just copied ! — Celestial liberty, 
how divine art thou when thus beholden ! How 
much thou ennoblest^he soul that is worthy of thee !'* 
It is a duty to record, that the two most intrepid 
defenders of those victims of royal and imperial des- 
potism, were general Fitzpatrick in England, amf 
M. Felix Falcon in France. 
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LET T RE Lilt 

A M. de N . . . . 

4 MarS; 1792- 

Je respecte beaucoup ropinion publiqiie, 
inais je la crois mal dirig^e. Vous voudriez 
que j'essaye encore de la philosophie et de 
ses agens; vous voudriez que j'appelle dans 
mon conseil M. de Condorcet. Ce n'est 
point avee des philosophes comme M. de 
Condorcet , que les hommes qui gouvernent 
pourront maintenir un grand peuple sous 
le joug des lois protectrices^ sanctionnees 
par les si^cles. Votre philosophe g^omdtre 
manque , comme les m6tapliysiciens , le 
compas de cette exp^rieilce qui guide les 
hommes qui gouvernent, et dont ils ont 
besoin ; leur th^orie %i nuUe , ils peuvent 



aSa CORRESPONDENCE 

capter la faveur populaire , mais ils ne pen- 
vent rien au-dela. J'ai bien acquis , mon- 
sieur, le droit de me defier de tons ces 
hommes nouveaux, avides de pouvoirs, et 
impatiens de jouer un grand role. Le ver- 
lige dont quelques t^tes marquantes de I'as- 
sembl6e sont atteints, ne me forcera pas a 
trdnsiger avec mon devoir, et a faire des 
mauvais choix. Je n'en suis pas moins tou- 
che, monsieur, de tout ce que votre at- 
tachement pour ma personne veus a dicte. 
Je ne verrai pas M. de Condorcet, ni M, 
P6thion,parce que je ne pourroisle faire de 
la maniere propos^e , sans me compro- 
mettre. C'est vous donner une nouvelle 
preuve de mon estime, monsieur, que de 
vous prier d'etre I'interpr^te de mes in- 
tentions, 

LOUIS. 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER L I I L 

To M.de iV . . • • 

.March 4th, 1792. 

I have a great respect for public opinion,, 
but I consider it as having a wrong direc- 
tion. You wish me to try once more phi- 
losophy and its agents, and express a desire 
that I should name M. Condorcet a member 
of my council ; but it is not with philoso- 
phers, such as M. Condorcet, that men at 
the helm of government can maintain a 
great people under the yoke of salutary 
laws, sanctioned by ages. Your philoso- 
phical geometrician is destitute, as well as 
the metaphysicians, of the compass of that 
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experience, which guides nien who govern, 
and which is necessary for their use. Their 
theory is null; they may captivate popular 
favor, but can do no more. I have pur- 
chased dearly enough, Sir, the right of mis- 
trusting those new men, eager for power, 
and impatient to act a brilliant part. The 
vertigo which has seized some distinguished 
persons in the assembly, shall never com- 
pel me to tamper with my duty, and make 
a bad choice. I am not the less sensibly 
affected. Sir, by all which your attachment 
to my person has led you to suggest. I will 
not see M. Condorcet, or M. Pethion, because 
I cannot see them in the manner proposed 
without committing myself. I give you a 
Hew proof of my esteem. Sir, in begging 
ypu will be the interpreter of my intention. 

LEWIS, 
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OBSERVATIONS 

PN THE MFTY-THIRD UBTTEB. 

, M. de N....... appears as inde&tigable in 

urging the king to introduce philosophy and 
philosophers into the cahinet, as his majesty 
jseems persevering and peremptory in rejecting 
both.' It was a wretched service which the 
Jwhituis of the court rendered to the ting^ in 
jepresenting the persons thus recommended, 
.as objects of suspicion and even contempt; 
xind it might perhaps have been happier for 
himself, as well as his country, if instead of 
treating geometricians and metaphysicians 
.with misprision, and their principles as vain 
^abstractions^ he had made an earlier trial of 
^he compass of their ^experience, by which 
perhaps he inig^bt have steered clear of the 
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rocks, where he was so soon afterwards driven 
to make shipwreck. 

This long negociation for a patriotic ministry 
met hitherto with too many obstacles to be 
attended with any success* The prejudice 
excited against the leaders of the popular 
party was as yet too potent to be subdued. 
Public opinion, the king admits, was with that 
party; but at this epocha, the voice 'df the 
people was not that of the Tuilleries. It seems 

that M. de N had given hints respecting 

interviews between the king and Pethion 
and Condorcet ; but the king is fearful of com- 
mitting himself if he sees them in the manner 
proposed^ with respect td' whom had he this 
evil to feal*?— not the public, for the public ' 
voice he admits is with them. But as Johnson 
observed of Clarissa, that there was always 
something which she loved better than truth, 
so, alas ! with all the king's 'professions of sin- 
cerity for liberty and the constitution, there 
was always, and this was natural enough^ 
something that he preferred to either. 

t LETTRE 
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L E T T R E LI V- 

^ Monsieur. 

26 ATiril, 1792. 

. Vous avejs jug^ avec beaucoup de saga-^ 
xiiiy iBon cjier frfer^ , les hoinmes qui oc- 
cupent les differens ^minist^res ; mais il est 
plus ais^ de les appr^cier ce qu'ils valent, 
que de m'indiquer ceux qu'il faudroit choi- 
»ir pour les remplacer. Dumourier est une 
l^te effervescente dont Tesprit ne peut m^ 
g^ervir a rien. Son ambition, et ses principe* 
versatile prouvent, que les intrigans troii-* 
vent t6t ou tard roccasion de se mettre en 
avant. Ge Dumourier est en g6n^ral fort 
AU-dessQUS de ce qu'il croit valoir. Pour M. 
deNarbonne, c'est un ^cervelle sans talent^ 
qua toute sa vie n'a fait que des sottises, et 
vol.. II. s 



1258 COKRB8PONDENC13 

qui les a comblees en devenant le ministre 
de ceux qui ne veulent plus de roi. M. de 
Grave est une t^te cxalt6e sans moyens. 
Le ministre de la guerre, sous cts trois 
hommes, a ete un 6cho de discordance poli- 
tique, lis n'ont point su maintenir la dis- 
cipline dans Tarmee , ni eu Tesprit de s'en 
concilier Testime. Les innovations que les 
circonstances y ont introduites, ont 6te 
I'oeuvre de la mediocrite d'une part, et de 
cette timidite qui a enhardi les factieux. 
Quant a ce Roland , qu'on m'avoit vanti 
comme un sage qui devoit recommencer 
Sully, je n'ai trouv6 en lui qu'un homme 
a systfeme; son enveloppe de puritain, cache 
une ambition , toujours prete a se montrer ; 
mais rhypocrisie qui lui sert de masque, 
fait qu'il s'eflForce de ne pas etre devin6. Ce 
Roland a une femme de beau coup dVsprit, 
qui preside a ses travaux de cabinet, et qui 
dirige son ministere. La reine voit avec 
horreur to us ces nouveaux visages; mais 
les Girondius, qui ont acquis dans ce mo-v 
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meiit tftie ttes-grande pr^pouclepauQe,;inaS- 
trisent rapinipn publique.. On distingue^, 
dans cette deputation, nn avocat nomiq^ 
Vergniaud J il a plus d'^loquence r^elle qu« 
Mirabeau; il met moins^ d'impoii^nce dans^ 
ses mani^res , mais il a des pens6es plus so-. 
Udes, et peut-etre plus l>rillantes« Oh m*A 
assur^ que ce n'est pas nxi m^pbatit homme^ 
mais c^est un&l6te du midi, qui a la£iim 
de la cei6brit6, et qui a la manie de vouloir, 
r^g^n^rer la France d'apr^s Paptique Rome* 
Brissot en a aussi beaucoup dans la sph^ro 
ou il plane j ainsi qu'uii certain cure Gr^- 
goire, qui afi^iche le philanthropisme. Get 
apdtre des Noirs crie touthaut contre la ty-^ 
rannie, 'mais son crMit n'^st que secon^ 
daire. 

.M. de Rivarol , ^ont les lumiires me sont 
pr^cieuses, et dont le z^le ne se rallentit 
point, me fit hier une proposition des plus- 
singuliferes, et que tout autre que moi 
adopteroit surement. " J'ai m6dit6, me di- 



8oit-il, votre position; j'ai pes6 Ics chancer 
qui ^toient pour ct oontre tous; je ^fois 
tJonnottre as«e« le 'Catiacfire des Francois ^ 
^our vous faii'e tirer pkrti de Ja folie du 
jour , d'une manife^e qui triplera- votfe puisH- 
«ance. Puisque lesJacotirisneveuknt tout 
^etruire que pour r^gn^r, allea h^rdiment^ 
a la soci^t6 mSm6, ttteltez ffur Totr© t6to 
TOyale le bonnet rbiSg^'^ au nom ' duqiiel on 
commande, voub av^a Vainesse de rautorit^.' 
L'etontiemeirt, iHrrcssc d'une d-marche si 
extraordinaire, sd'^jouera incontestablement 
toutes les^riieriSe^ driininelles de vos enne- 
inis; elle vous nationnalisera et Millonnera 
Ja tourbe des meneurs.'* Tel est en subsf- 
taric^ , mon cher frire , lin des mille et un 
plans que le zfele de quelques amis de la mo-^ 
narchie me donne, pour lutter avec le 
monstre qui est a la veille de devorer la 
France. Vous sentez que ma religion, mon 
lionneur , la dignity de ma couronne, et raai 
. tendresse pour ma famille , s^opposent k ce 
que j'adopte rien de ct qui me mettroit en 
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spectacle aux yeux de TEurope. Je puis 
^prouver le sort de Charles I", y parce 
que, larsque les barrieres de la justice sont 
rompues, ii n'y k pas plus tie surete pour, 
eelui qui rfegne , que pour celtii qui aspire 
a regnejr. a. scbi toairl^LotsSqiie la! temp^te 
brise le vaisseau , il ne reste plus au passa- 
ger que le coufS^d^ lar^isignation; c'est a- 
peu-prfes ma position. Adieu, mon cher 
frerej^ l^sp^ik^qu'on me fait apprehender^ 
n'alt6reront jamais ce que je me dois comme^ 
roij et eomihe Id dhef &'uii^ des premieres 
'riAliifnsdirmoiide. > ' 

- LotJia 

P.h8. Je vottefoiiisr copie d'une lettre qu(^ 
j^ai 6crit a Dumourier, qui, pour d!autrcs 
. motifs, m'avoit faita-peu-prfesla m^me pror 
'f o^iti^Aque M. dd Ri<i^hitelJ 



• . ) 
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, (TRANSLATION.) ; 

LETTER LIV. 

To MofuUur. 

^ April ^Gih, 1792. 

You have judged with great sagapity, my 
dear brother, the men who occupy the dif- 
ferent places in the ministry; but it is easier 
to appreciate their value than to direct my 
xhoice towards tho3?,by whom th^ diQuld 
be replaced, . /? • 

Dumourier has- too mtich efffenre$cenca 
of head, and his wit could serve me little. 
His ambition and versatile principles prove 
that intriguer find sooner or later the meami 
of putting themselves forward. This Du-* 
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mourier is in general far below what h© 
himself believes to be his value. As for 
M. de Narbonne, he is wild in his ideas, des- 
titute of talents, and his life has been a 
tissue of follies, which he has crowned by- 
becoming the minister of those who would 
no longer have a king. M. de Grave hai an 
heated imagination, without any. resources 
of mind. The ministry of war under those 
three men has been an echo of political dis- 
cord. They wete not capable of maintaining 
discipline in the army, nor had they the art 
of conciliating its esteem. The innovations 
introduced among the troops by the present 
circumstances, were the effect of medio-- 
crity on the one part, and of that timidity 
on the other, which has emboldened the 
factious. As for that Roland, who has been 
extolled to me as a sage who would becomo 
a second Sully, I have found him only a 
man of system ; his puritan aspect conceals 
an ambition always ready to display itself; 
but that hypocrisy which serves him as a 
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mask, inakes him stAdious not to fec'peaie- 
trated. This Roland is married to a Mromail 
of considerable talents, who presides ove^ 
thejabors of his cabinet^ and directs his mi^ 
©istry. The queen views wi*h horror those 
liew feces, but the Girondihs, who have ac- 
quired a vast preponderance^ govern publio 
©pinion. An advocate is distinguished in 
this deputation,^ of the name of Yergniaud; 
h^ hdsmore real eloquence than Mirabeauj 
affects less importance in his manners; and 
his ideas are more solid, ^md perhaps more 
brilliant. I am asi^ured that he is not a bad 
man, but he has a. meridional hfcad, thirsts 
after celebrity, and is possessed by the rag© 
of regenerating Franqe after the manner' o{ 
ancient Rome. Brissot has considerable in- 
fluence in the spherfef in which he moves ; 
and, also, ^ certain cur4 Gr6goire, whosey 
motto is pfiitantkropism. This apostle o£ 
the Negroes cries loudly agaifist tyranny,, 
but his credit i^ only of the second oi'der*. 
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, M* de Rivarol, whose talents are precious 
Jto me, and whose zeal is persevering, made 
me. yesterday a most singular proposition, 
and which perhaps any other person than 
myself would a^pt. " I have meditated,'^ 
said he, " on your situation ; I have weighed 
the chances for and against ypu> and think 
I know the character of the French suffi- 
ciently, to advise you to take advantage of 
the folly of the day, in a manner yrhich 
>vill triple your power," 

) . . i 

" Since the Jacohins would destroy every 
thin^ only to ireiga, go boldly to the^so-^ 
ciety itself, place upon your royal brow th^ 
red cap, in the xm-xne of which they com^ 
mand^ and youi have the birthright of. axL- 
thority.. The astonishment, the fremsy^ 
:yv^hich so extraordipary a step will ea^cite^ 
will incontestably b^fQe^all the crimipal de*- 
signs of your enemie^^ it will nationalise 
you, and strike dumb the horde pf^coi^piraj- 
tor*.** Suth, my dear brother, is in sub- 



J 
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stance one of those thousand and one plans 
proposed to me by the zeal of the friends 
to the monarchy, in order to struggle with 
the monster, who is on the eve of devour- 
ing France, You will feel that my religion , 
my honor, the dignity of my crown, and 
my tenderness for my family, all oppose 
my adopting a plan which would render 
me a spectacle in the eyes of Europe. I 
ms^y undergo the fate of Charles the first; 
1 because when the barriers of justice aro 
btoken down, there remains no more secu- 
rity for him who fills the throne, than for 
him who aspires to occupy his place. When 
the tempest has shattered the vessel, no- 
rthing remains for the passenger, but the 
courage of resignation; and such is nearly 
; my position. Farewell, my dear brother ; 
I ^e dangers I am made to fear, shall never 
I have any influence on what I owe to my- 
I self as king, and as the chief of one of tho 

I Jrst nations of the world. 

LEWI& 
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• P. S. I subjoin the copy of a letter, which 
I have written to Dumourier, who, from 
other motives, had made me nearly the 
same propositions as those of M. RivaroL 



OBSERVATIONS 

ON THE FIFTY -FOURTH I-ETTEll. 

In cT)ntempt of the decree wWch declared 
the king's brothers fallen from the suc- 
cession, and traitors to their country, and 
^notwithstanding the royal prockmations 
issued against them, Lewis the sixteenth 
continued an affectionate correspondence with 
his brothersj which, however politically cen- 
surable, renders him only more amiable and 
interesting. This letter is a kind of com- 
mentary on the observations which Monsieur 
had made, respecting the personages who 



had filled^^ And vrha were then fiffirf;^, the 
first offices of the aditdmatnation, and cdn^ 
.tains^ the kingf redl opmiolis on the r^specr 
tive merits of the ministers* HSs judgment 
is Slot widely different from that which- 
H^f tory has already affixed to some of those 
eharactets^ Biit fhe'^ hJ?tf cJTwhich the king; 
had always vowed against the popular party, 
too plainly discpye^s itself wbe^i he talks of 
Roland. Roland was partly what the king 
describes him, a man of system, but it was^ 
a system of inflexible rectitude. The king 
must naturally hare . b^en displeased with: 
this unbending spirit, which would sacrifice- 
no duty, and make no compromise with 
truth; accustomed as he was to the accomo- 
dating manners, and courteous delusions of 
inore complaisant ministers. With rejspect 
to Roland's puritan aj^pe.ar^nce, there may 
be some foundation for the, king's compIaint*^ 
The exterior of this minisjtej: , was noti sin- 
gularly prepossessing for a court; but there 
was no affectatioi^. in his simplicity, and 
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Roland would hdve at)peared ihudi more 
ridiculous, had he changed his modest attire 
tot the trappings and decorations of a cour- 
tier. The chtoge of hy:pocrisy is much 
more serious, since that reflecfts on his moral 
character. On what proof the king bring* 
forward this accusation, is not explained; 
and what interest Roland had to be a, 
hypocrite cannot readily be conceived. Had 
he been guilty of the charge alledged, he 
would have remained longer in place. Hi» 
conduct at the end of his short administra- 
tion, ought to hisLve gained him any other 
epithet at the court. Roland was a man of 
strict fidth and unimpeached integrity; these 
virtues were unknown at the ' Tuilleries : 
** the queen saw with horror all these new 
faces ;'^ and it was not difficult, since the 
dppearance of great qualities could not be 
denied, to place them all to the account of 
hypocrisy. 

Among the active members of the admi- 
nistration; the king enumerates Madame 
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Roland as presidiiig over the affairs of th<r 
interior. If the histoiy of this short ad- 
Hiinistration, contained in her memoirs^ be 
true^ and its authenticity I never heard 
doubted) it is less the hypocrisy than the 
credulity of the minister, which should have 
been the object of censure; for she, (the 
martyred saint of liberty! ) it appears, was 
the only one who, with superior discent- 
ment, penetrated the real views and inten- 
tions of the court. Vergniaud'^s distinguished 
talents, notwithstanding the king^s profound 
hatred of the party, forced from him a most 
brilliant eulogium. To be superior to Mi- 
rabeau in that quality which has gained 
Mirabeau an exclusive reputation, is no 
slight praise ; but Vergniaud had one un- 
disputed advantage over his rival; for Ver- 
gniaud was not only, as the king has observed, 
negatively good, he was not only not a bad 
man, but was as correct in his moral qua- 
lities, as he was brilliant in those which 
were intellectuaU Brissot is mentioned also 
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with eulogium; for so it must be accounted^ 
>¥heii he who had more than a Roman love 
of his country, and sealed his attachment to 
liberty with his^ blood, is not mentioned by 
the court with blame : but it is difficult to 
avoid smiling at the contempt, with which 
the king treats " a certain*' Gregoire. This 
affected ignorance of a person who was at 
that time so distinguished by his great and 
admirable qualities, reminds us of a passage 
in Whitelock's memorials, where he speaks 
of one John Milton, a blind man, who was 
skilled in the latin tongue. The whole life 
of Gregoire proves,, ho\yever, the justice of 
the king's remark, that his motto was phi- 
lanthropy, and that he well deserved the 
honorable title conferred by the monarch, 
of the apostle of the Africans. 

But while the king scrutinises with due^ 
severity the jnorals of those leaders of the 
popular party, he pours the full flow of 
royal gratitude on the precious lights and 



r 
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imrelenting seal of M. de Rivarol, who ap-*^ 
pears, from the style in which he is men- 
tioned, to have left all other competitors for 
royal fitvor far behind. 

Rivarors oounler-revohitibnary stratagems 
were, in general, harmless from their ex- 
travagance. The proposal he now makes 
the king is in his best manner; but Lewis 
the sixteenth had too much good sense ta 
act the harlequin in the bonnet raugey 
which Was the distinctive mark of the ex- 
aggerated faction in the jacobin society^ 
and which not only would have degraded 
him in the eyes of all Europe, as the king 
well surmises, but would have contributed 
more effectually to hasten his fall. 

This, says the king, alluding to the stories 
in the Arabian Nights, is one among the 
thousand and one projects which the friends 
of the monarchy propose, in order to struggle 
against the monster, which is on the eve 
t of 



of deTdtiring France. *^ • Vain subtilties of 
courtly genius! A little exertion of icbinmon 
sense, or cbmmbn hoiiesty, would have put* 
the ^monster to 'more speedy flight than all' 
the fanciful experinients of these friends to* 
the motiarfchy; hut What appears more sin-'^ 
gular is, ihat the king seems to have had' 
the same persuasion, aiid> yet he talks 'of 
the precious lights and indefatigable zeal of 
those, who were pushing him with the ut- 
most rapidity, headlong to his ruin. 

We may observe, however, from the style 
of this letter, compared with those whidh 
the king had written to his brothers, that 
a better understanding had taken place be- 
tween them. The king makes no more 
complaints to Monsieur respecting his emi- 
gration, or the dangers which attended him- 
self from the rendezvous of the armed noble* 
and princes on the Rhine. The war was 
now declared, and the friends of the mo- 
narchy without were on their march to 

Vol.. II. a? 



^fal^lish good o^der wiUiin. Yijt th^ idng. 
Ijas som^ xoi^giYingSy and talks^ pf tJie fete 
of Charles th^ firstji and iof tbe 99uj:»S^ of 
re?isnatV)n; observing ai^d jWi^ 1t]fnt||»> aga 
g^eral remark> i^t . wfien ,th^ bwrieivs of 
justice are hi:ok?n dp\v;i(i, there i^ nq more 
efifdty for liim whq reignsi | th^ for tiboi^e 
V^o aapjire to y^igp aft^ Jijiwi. 
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LETTRE LV. 

Jlu ministfe Dumgurier. 

. i^4 Arril, 1792* 

On vent "cjue je tlansige avec k crimei 
km n^e fait d^insolentes propositions: on 
pretend avilir mon ame apres avoir avili 
ma couronnei On voudroit que led factieux 
puissent se glorifier de me voir, pour eux, 
rehoncer a la grandeur, a la noble fiert6 qui 
|ne convient , k ma probity , pour aller me 
placer dans leiir tang, coiflFer leur bon-* 
net rouge, et fratemiser avec les enfand 
perdus dVne fougeUse d^Piagogie , les en- 
nerais d(9 tout pou voir, les satellites d'uil 
ambitieux infame et d^loyal. Noii, poin| 
de transaction aVec le crime, mpn cgeut 
abhorre Timppsture* J'ai pu , guid6 par Un#, 
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sage politique, ceder plus que ma cons-' 
cience et ma volont6 ne me permettoient 
de c6der; mais je u'ai point et6 un traitre 
ni un perfide. Les vrais amis de la consti- 
tution me verront toujours defendre cett« 
charte nationale que j^ai long-temps J^siti 
de sanctionner, et que peut-etre mon in- 
t^fet, celui de' mon fils, me faisoient un 
devoir de rejeter. Mais j'aipromis; le temps, 
texp^rience, Topinion publique seront con- 
sult6s/et la volonte royale, Pinl^ret du roi 
de France seront toujours oubli^s. N'es-- 
perez pas, monsieur, que je change d'opi- 
nion, que je me place au-dessus de la cons- 
titution, ni au-dessotis: je conserverai 1© 
ijang ou elle me place. On ne me verra point 
clierclier un asile d!ans Tantre des jacobins, 
ni des protecteurs parmi ceux que je ferois 
punir un jour si Tordre se r6tablit, si la 
constitution me declare tbujoui:s le roi des 
Frangais , et si la vertu se trouve ennn en 

maiorite dans la France infortunee. Sivous 

"••'• '^-^ '-' ». , ■. . ■ '. rn. '....' 

Avez ptomis , mbnsieur , retirez votre pa- 
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role; dites bien a ceux qui vous ont fait 
d'insidieuses propositions, oui, monsieur,, 

d'insidieuses , que je ne puis les accepter 

dites-leur qu'elles^ me font horreur. Qu'ils 
me calomnient, qu'ils se vengent, je serai 
fiddle aux gens de bien qui me. regardent j 
aux amis de la constitution qui doivent se 
fier a moi ; a tons les Fran(;ais que la nuit 
de I'erreur et du mensonge ne doit enve- 
lopper toujour^ , et dont je serai conti- 
nuellement le pere et le meilleur ami. 
"Voila 5 monsieur , ma profession de foi et 
ma nSponse ; tous pouvez la faire coiv^ 
^Boitre, vous ne serez paa d^savou6. 

LOUIS. 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

• JL E T T E R L V. 

To Minister Durmmfiet* 

kpA !!l4tb, \m%. 

Thete is a plto formed to lead me to eij^ 
ter into composition with crime, jmd I re- 
ceive insolent propositions, fron^ those who 
would debase my mind, after degrading my 
crown. 

Factious men are anxious to eiijoy the 
triumph of seeing me renounce for them, 
the greatness, the noble dignity which it i& 
fit I should feel, renounce my integrity,, 
place myself in their ranks, cover my fore- 
head, with their red cap,, and become a 



^lewlber (rf tTie finterniiy lof • profligate anfl 
^tirtiiileiit dfeiliftgogi^s^ the ^nemie^ of all 
5^wer, tlite satellites df an infamduS) duh- 
loya, ^ftfeitidUs taiaM.' No f nb^ .^jarley; 
^th^riltn^j my hbart aliylifors iniposhire 1 1 

I might, directed by rf qund p^Uoyj hayp 
yielded more than my eonscience, and my 
will would lead n^e to renounce, but I have 
hjdetl neither, a traitor or impostor, • The 
real friends of the constitution shall aclways 

Wee ine' defend this 'national charter^ wmcn 

— ii::':\ \'^'""' i- i ' 'j i J .ll - t.^:^ * *i 
I long hebifafed fo sanctidn, and ^mchper- 

"haps my own interests, and those oimy son, 
made it*my duty to reject. But I have given 
my proi^isey time, expeViehce, public opi- 
nion^ shall be consulted, and the royal 
wilvand tlie interests' of the king olF Prince, 
shall Be always forgotten. I)o ribt nojpe. 
Sir, that I shall change my opimon, or 
place myselif above or oelow the constitu- 
tipn. * I will remain iii the rank, in whie]^ 
^hSs placed nie, and will' never 'fee seen 
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3ooMngffor i^riia6ylura-iB.lhe.aen, qf tte jar 
^obinsj^'jor seeking protection. aimppg^tJiose 
-wionr. It shall ooae day pMnish, jf order .W 
^er-ea^aWished, if lJpiie;<Jar^titution ccwcitipuiBS 
td cdfidare me ting, of the French, m^ if 
virtue obtains at length a majority in this 
iinfbrfunate conntry.' ^ j . . : :I 

^ If yo^ have promised, . Sir, r^tiract your 
."^9^d, and declare to those who |iave ^ade 
jjJT^f ff these insidious J>rppositipna,— yes^ Sir, 
insidious,-- that j cannot BtJcept.them-r 
ten them, that they ^ill me with horror. 
^J^et thcrn qalumnjate me, let them avenge 
4?^e^selves; I will remain faithful to men 
.of worth, .whose eyes are turned to^^^aifds 
^^; to jthe fripncjs, of the con^ititution^Syt^ 
^Jj9»14 Pl^cq in me their jponfidence:"anid' to 
•m !f?3t® French, who will, not ipr ever re- 
.^,***i,^?T-^t9ped Jri the shades, of error aad 
/*?3ehoQd,and of whom I shall never ceaise 
.*?>..%,.'!a%j;and:Wst'friend. Such,' Six.. . 



^ OP liEwis xrr. 281 

fe iny profession of faith, and my answer; 
you may make it known, without fear of 
'being disavowed. 

LEWI& 



OBSERFATIONS 

f':\\. . . . ^ ■ • *- 

ON THE MPTY- FIFTH liETTER. 

This letter to Dumourier robs M. de 
Bivarol of the excltisive honor of leading 
^e king to. decorate his royal brow with 
ibe bonnet rouge ^ and fraternise with the 
Jacobins. That ingenious idea seemF, hoW" 
'fever, from this co-incidence, to be an affair 
of partnership* b^ween the minister and 
ithe eourtier ; but as Dumourier^s motives 
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in proposing it were supposed to hele^ 
friendly to the monarchy than those of M. da 
Rivarol, the king treats his proposition with 
becoming dignity, and even with a severity, 
which, situated as he then was, discovered 
more courage than discretion. 

The king, in this letter, not only rejects 
tliese " insolent propositions'^ with indigna- 
tion, but takes occasion to inveigh, and in 
no measured terms, against the society of 
which he is invited to become a member, 
and which he menaces with exemplary pu- 
nishment, whenever the reign of goorf order 
should be established. 

-• . \ • ':' 

It i^ Evident from* the exptiesfcioAs caii*- 
tained in this letter, that the king ^xek iSiB 
lesei^anent inore particularly on^ one party 
m HiJA society^ to whi^h iXunourieri-W^s 
more than suspected l«feel«i^; fiaid'ybich 
he,>chara:cterises as the ftalelUtes of nrraih^ 
biiioiis ^d dii^al^vMkiti. Tiie Ihiker ixf 



Orleans is the person whom he has here 
in view; and the king allows his minister, 
with whose maneuvre he seems acquainted^ 
to make kndwft to thb pai'ty &is 'opinion of 
their merits. It is probably, also, to this 
faction that M. Rirarol alluded, VrBen he 
assures the king, that the extraordinary mea- 
sure to which he advises him would incon- 
testably counteract all the criminal plots of 
his enemiei, and even hatiofUili^e film, 
^rom M. Ri^aror^ opinkm it appears, lihal; 
the wili of the nation wae iittib in umBoal 
with tiiat of tUe court, and that tfa6 yAoMni 
of that generafloii, toKhe their sanguiJiarf 
#ujBcetoxrsi isver©* »^«fded by all pabtiek a$ 
the most faithful firiond^-of tUe ctwstitetionl 
^nd of liberty*. .. 
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LETT RE LVI. 

Riponse au ministre Rolando 

21 Mai, 179^^. 

On peut m'etoimer, mais on no pent 
m'inspirer .aucune crainte , et jamais ma&- 
triBeixmon am^ pax ce inoyen. Je sais que 
le paii;i dont vous me vantez^^le patriotisms, 
lapuissaivce et la grande influence , est ca- 
pable de.tout oser; mais )e sais aussi, que 
le parti qui lui est*oppos6 est plus^ tt6m- 
breux , moins exalt6 ; il se compose d'une 
majority de gens de bien, qui doivent enfin 
montrer de Taudace, et user du courage de 
la vertu. Je sais que je puis succomber j 
que les m^chans sont capables de tout, que 
le peuple 6gare croit a leur patriotisme ,^ 
a leur desinteressement 5 mai&^ monsieur^ 
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fose predire que le triomphe de ces gens-la 
ne sera pas de longue dur^e : si je suo- 
combe , ils voudront partager mes d6- 
pouilles. Ce partage amenera des funestes 
divisions : les gens de bien pourront alors 
respirer un moment 5 c'est alors qu'ils re- 
trouveront leur courage ; leur cause est 
juste , ils triompheront ; les Frangais seront 
veng^s: un jour peut-^tre ils daigneront 
justifier ma m^moire. Monsieur, je ne 
verrai point ces gens -la, et jamais je ne 
pourrai transiger avec eux. Voila ma reso- 
lution ; elle est immuable. 

LOUIS. 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER JLVL 

^swer tQ lM minister Jhland* 

I ?nay be aatOnishedj but it is impossible 
to inspire me witl^ fear, or to obtain bjf 
thol^ m^ans an ascendency over my mind* 
I know that the party of which you boast 
to me the patriotism, the power, and the 
great influence, is capable of daring every 
thing; but I know also that the party in op- 
position is more numerous, less hot-headed, 
and formed of the vast majority of men of 
worth, who will at length display their 
firmness, and employ the courage of 
virtue- I know X may fall, that the wicked 
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are capable of every tiling ; that the people, 
led astray, believe in their patriotism, their 
disinterestedness ; but I dare venture to prcn 
diet, Sir, that the triumph of those will not 
be of long duration. If I fall, they will be 
eager to divide my spoils, and this division 
will lead to fatal animosities. Good men 
will then revive for one moment, and take 
fresh courage; t^ieir cfiuse is just, and they 
will triumph. The French people wiU be 
avenged, and will one day perhaps deign to 
justify my memory. I will not see, or come 
to any terms, Sir, with the men in ques- 
tion j such is my unalterable resolution. 

LEWIS. ' 
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OBSERFATIONS 

ON THE FIFTY-SIXTH liETTBK. 

At the time when Roland made those obser- 
vations to the king, respecting the force of the 
party to which he belonged, the nation was 
divided into two great political sects, known 
at Paris under the name of feuillants and 
jacobins, from the place o^ their respective 
assemblies. The feuillants were more or lesa; 
friendly to the revolution, but distinguished 
for their attachment rather to the royal than 
the popular part of the constitution ; while 
the jacobins, devoted to the latter, were stre- 
nuous in keeping the exercise of the royal 
authority within the constitutional limits. 
Such were the leading principles of those two 
great parties; but there were factions in each 
whose views corresponded with neither. In 
t th« 
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«ie feuiliaiit party^ wme were aaxioufi foe 
Ore retara of tiic ©Id regime with aH it» 
obowte } in the jacobin, some wem £ba- a Be* 
dynasty, or ra&ut the retnoval o£ the cirotm 
into the Orleans iMMatch^ while others were foi? 
»o oiwsm, or rather for no govesratnent whatr* 
ever. The Orleans faction had hut fewi 
adwicates J tU«, diJce known under the nam^ 
ef anarchists^ was-more naroraious, aod com.^ 
posed of those awn, w^io^ seizang pn th» 
govenmettt in tlye year which foHowed tHa 
fall of the throne, covered France witfe 
scafiblds and desolation. 

The false steps and eoB»terTe*Dlati<m»j! 
measia-e^ of the TuiUeries, had given thiA 
ktler faction gome oaosi^ency in the)acdbiqi 
society, as it wte difficult to deny or extemqvt* 
the charges which these vigilant adverewie* 
»f toys^ autibMrity brou^ against the oo>wt» 
Sot as those who composed this faction wei^^ 
in genial, men aioie andacioas than mova^ 
and more enlerpri^iag thai enli^te^et^ tb^ 

VOL. H. Xf 



29« CORRESPONDENCE 

jacobins, who wished for the strict observance 
of the constitution in thte spirit, as well as 
the letter, began to entertain a salutary dread 
of their opinions. It was this dread which 
led the jacobin chiefs to seek a coalition with 
the feuillants against a foe that was common: 
to both, which the event soon afterwards 
proved J but as the observance .^rthe spirit of 
the constitution did not fidl within the yiew& 
or the politics of the Tuilleries, the minister's 
admonition was the gospel preached to those 
that were lost. 

The king was sufl&ciently acquainted with 
the state of parties at that period ' to m^ke 
these distinctions ; but he was too closely 
pressed by friends to the monarchy, to' follow 
the dictates of his own better judgment. One 
of his ministers, from whose letters I cite, 
observes, "I have never seen the king yield to 
his council, in things even of which he felt 
the necessity, as well as the advantage for 
himself, when his private council had pre-* 
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Yiously forbidden him to grant any thing, 1 

without consulting them. I could cite twenty^ 1 

proofs of what I advance. I have often seen 
the king testify his embarrassment when con- 
vinced of the truth of what his ministers said 
to him, break up the council, not knowing 
what to answer, unwilling either to betray, 
his conscience, or violate the promise he had 
given, before he entered the council chamber/' 

The king was now approaching that cata»^ 
trophe which hurled him from the throne. 
He appears to have a presentiment of his own 
fate, and, with something of a prophetic but 
angry spirit, predicts that of the minister, and 
those associated with him. The prophecy, 
was too- fatally fulfilled for all; but it wag 
that event which Roland was so earnest to 
prevent, in the counsels he gave the king^ 
and which the latter rejected vfith »o muck 
inflexibility and sternness. 
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L E T T R E l» yil. 

A ilf. Zp dm cfe Bris9w. 

L'oPiNiON que vous avez manifestee hier, 
me plait infiniment. II faut c6der pour ne 
pasirriter ; il faut c^der pour oter tout pr^- 
texte a mes ennemis de calomnier mes in- 
tentions. Vous pouvea mettro a execution 
1^ licencieuient de la garde constitutiounelle 
qui m'avoit.6fte accord^e. J'esp^re que ce; 
l^cencieiuent ne sera que provisoire. H est. 
i;P;possible que cet ^ta,t de m^&aace s^it de 
Jongi^e dur^e, Qjpl , veut tracasspr et me 
f§ire perdre pj^tience; on ner^u^sira pu* 
Je suis 'accoutum6 ^1^:9^ s^crific^^ celui-ci. 
est p^nible, je Tavoue. Cette garde me fouiv 
nissoit les moyens d'etre utile a tant d« 
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braves gens qui ont tout perdu en prenant 
ma defense. Je redoute, pour eux, les ser- 
vices qu'ils iri'ont .rendus. Ortaines gens, 
me d^testent si cordialement, qu'ils ont une 
haine j>ronQnc6e pour tout cp qui m'en- 
vironne ou me paroit attache. Monsieur, 
dites a tous ees brityes gfens, qu'ils seront 
toujours a mon service , que je serai tou- 
jours leur pfere. Peignez-leur toute ma 
douleur, et t^moignez mes regrets a tousj^ 
ceux qui faisoient partie de ce corps, au- 
quel j'etois fort attache. Dites-leur que j^es- 
pere un jour les r6unir, recompenser leur 
zele, et payer les services que m'pnt rendus 
ct qu^ peuvent me rendre encore des fiddles 
aujets. Pour vous^ monsieur, je ne vous re- 
mercia point : Vous etes f rangais , vous, 
respectez votre rot, vous savez remplir vos 
devoirs. Vous aimer, vous estimer, et voua. 
fe prouver J, voila quels sont les. miens. 

Louia^ 
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(TRANSLATION,) ■ 

LETTER LVII. 

To the duke de- Brissac. 

May a/di, i792» 

I am higlily pleased with the opinion' 

you manifested yesterday; we must yield 

that we may not irritate, we must jdelJ 

that we may deprive our enemies of every] 

pretext of calumniating our intentions* 

You may put into execution the dismission 

of the constitutional guard, which they had 

appointed for me ; I hope this dismission 

! will be temporary; it is impossible that thia 

\ state of distrust can be durable. They wish ta 

\ torment, and make me lose patience, but they 

\ will not succeed; I am accustomed to make^ 

^ saciifices, yet I own that this a painful oue^ 
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This guard furnished me with the means 
of heing useful to so many brave men, who 
have lost all by taking my defence. I fear 
for them on account of the services they 
haye rendered me. Certain persons detest 
me so cordially, that they bear an invete- 
rate hatred towards all who approach, or 
appear attached to me. Tell those brave 
men. Sir, that they shall always remain in 
my service, and that I will always be their 
•father; paint my distress, and testify my 
regrets to all who compose this corps, for 
which I have so great an attachment. Tell 
them I hope one day to re-assemble them, 
to recompense their zeal, and repay the ser- 
vices already rendered, and which may yet 
be rendered me by faithful subjects. For 
you. Sir, I will not thank you; you are a 
Frenchman, you respect your king, and 
know how to fulfil your duty; mine is to 
love and esteem you, and give you the^ 
proof of those sentiments. 

LFWIS. 
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OBSERr^TIONS 

ON THE FIPTY-SEV:pNTB liETTER* 

M. de l^ssac was certainly one.of thos^ 
who contributed most actiydy to the dis- 
mission of the king's constitutional guard, and 
to the pain -which this suppression cost Minu 
This gu«^rd was at first composed, in great 
fart, of citizens sent from the departmcntsj, 
but who were so ill-treated and so disgusted 
by M, deBrissac, and the officers whom he had 
chosen to serve under his orders, that almost 
the whole asked leave to quit that service, in 
which, as this was the end to be attained^ 
their commander readily acquiesced. Tha 
per&ons selected to fill their place are charac-^ 
terised by the king as honest men (des braver 
gens\ who had lost every thing in taking his 
defence^ a»d to whom he had the meaas o? 
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being usefiiT. But whatever dispositions those 
honest men had in their turn to be useful to 
the king, their insolence towards their fellow- 
citizens, more particularly the members of 
the assembly, was such, and their existence 
as a military corps became so public a nui-^ 
sance, that a general insurrection of all parties 
'waS' feared against th^em. Notwithstanding 
the king's predilection for this chosen band^ 
he gave his sanction to the decree for their 
dissolution j and this letter to M. de Brissac 
was soon followed by the royal mandate, to 
send him a prisoner of state before the supreme 
national tribunal at Orleans, on the charge of 
a conspiracy against the national represen- 
tation. 
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LETTRE LVIII. 

A Monsieur. 

29 Mai, 17921. 

L'audAce des factieux n'a plus de frein, 
jnon cher frere; les propositions, les plus 
absurdes me sont faites pour abdiquer la 
couronue. Si je dijBFere a cette mesure pre- 
. tendue de salut public ^ on proclamera roi 
des Fran?ais , mon fils. Un couseil de r4- 
gence pr^sidera jusqu'a sa majority, tout^ 
les a£faires , et signera en son nom. Si 
j'acquiesce, on me laissera la libert6 de 
faire ma residence ou bon me semblera^ 
meme hors du royaume. On me laissera 
la propri6t6 de tons mes biens patrimq- 
jaiaux, avee untraitement de cinq millions, 
dont deux seroient reversibles sur la reine ,. 
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si je venois a mourir. Ces propositions 
m'ont 6i6 faites par un homme que je ne 
puis encore vous nommer, mais qui est 
I'ame de cette society qui, jusqu'a ce jour, 
a sap6 tout ce que les sifecles avoient c6n- 
solid6. Des lettres anonymes me parviennent 
de toute ^art. On m'annonce que nous 
touchons a I'^poque d'une trag^die, dont le 
denouement sera la chute de la monarchie , 
et ma mort, si je ne me decide pas a rentrer 
dans la vie priv^e. Je n'6couterai point 
des insinuations criminelles; je mourrai 
ou la Providence m'a plac6 , imperturbable, 
parce que je n'ai jamais cess6 d'etre juste. 
Je suis entierement r^sign^ a tout. Dieu , et 
I'esp^rance, voila, mon frfere, ce qui ne 
pent m'etre ravi. J'ai, pour braver la haine 
des medians, ma conscience, et la fermet6 
du malheur. 

Adieu; je vous ecrirai plus longuemcnt 

apres-demain. 

LOUI& 
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(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER LVIIL 

To Monsieur. 

May agth, 1792^ 

Thb during boldness of the factious, my 
dear brother, no longer knows any bounds^ 
The must absurd propositions are made me 
to abdicate tibe crown. If I consent to this 
measure oi public safety ^ they will pro- 
claim my son king of the French j a council 
of regency will preside until his majority^ 
and all affairs will be transacted in his. 
name. If I acquiesce, I shall have the liberty 
of choosing my place of residence, wherever 
I think proper, even out of the kingdom. I 
shall be left the property of all my patrimo- 
nial possessions, with a revenue of five^ 
millions, of which two reversible to the 



queen, in case of my death. These propo- 
sals have been made to me by a person^ 
whom I cannot yet ilame to you, but who 
is the souV of that society, which to this 
day has undermined all that ages had con- 
solidscted. Aionymous letters pour on me 
from all quarters, in which it is announced 
thit we touch on the epocha of a tragedy, 
Qf which the catastrophe will be the fall of 
tiie monarchy, and my death, if I do not 
decide upon entering into private life. I 
will not lend an ear to those criminal in- 
sinuations, but will die where Providenc 
has placed me, unmoved, because I hav^i 
never ceased to be just. I am entirely re 
signed to all that can happen. God, an 
hope ; this, my brother, is what cannot be 
taken from me; to brave the hatred of" 
the wicked, I have my conscience and the 
courage of misfortune. Farewell; I will 
^ite to you inore at length, the day after 

to-morrow. 

LEWm 
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OBSERVATIONS. 



ON THE FIFTY-EIGHTH liETTEli. 

Situated . as the king was at this epocha^ 
underthecontroiilof asecret council, directing^ 
his opi^rations to an end the inverse of the 
principles of the revolution, the opinion of 
the puhlic,* apd the spirit of the constitution } 
enthralled by engagements with foreign pow- 
ers, to whom he had made an appeal against 
Ihe liberties of his country} with the uncer- 
tainty of success hanging on his mind, and 
presenting him with the most gloomy images 
of the futnrej.it would not have appeared 
extraordinary, if some real friend to his honor, 
his happiness, and his repose, should have 
made him those propositions of which he ^ 
complains so loftily to his brother, and which' 
he rejects with so much indignation. 
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The cruel <5atastrophe whidi «oon after 
fellowed, leads us to rqgret, not that he re- 
fused these oflfers, for which there was no 
pledge, or security j but that, feeling in his 
own conscience how contrary he was once 
again acting to his public professions, dreading 
the. horrors of war which he was now in- 
Yiting tot 1h« country, tortured with public 
councils which warned him of his duty, and 
following those which pr^ared his destruc* 
tion ; in these perplexing circumstances, and 
which he saw in all those dark colors which 
the events too wdl verified, he had not 
himself the courage to liirow aside incum- 
brances that embittered his repose, and es-* 
cape from dangers that menaced his rum. 

But such is the witchery of poTer on Ordi- 
nary minds ^ Sylla, the qtieen of Sweden, and 
Charles the fifth, kn^w the value of power, 
and despised it, though to these great per- 
son£(iges it presented itself Under its most flat- 
tering, forms, Lewis, torn and dismantled. 
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still dxmg to the shreds^ im^^like th^mk^ in 
the shipwreck, peiidiedl^ heoau^ Wded with 
his treasure. 

With respect t0 thes^ propositkms^ we 
know nothing mo^s^e^ than is contai^d in the 
king's letter. The kiiig commamcated th» 
feet, but instructs Idis brother in nd c^lher 
detttl respecting the ^etraon, than that he was 
ihe soul of that society which had sa^rped aK 
that ages had hitherto consolidated, it ii^ 
evident, that by this periphrasis the kin^ 
iticAns the jacobin so;ciety, whose taeri^ or 
demerits we shall nbt How investigate f biit 
o^ observe, that WHoenrer was tb^ {»»sc» 
thus jdesignated, he was careful to conceal Iw 
propositions from th6 most respectable of its 
members. I am told by one of those who 
were at that time the king's mini st^> 6!n^ 
oonseqnently ranked by the court wrfters hat 
Ihe class of jacobins, that sudi prepositions 
were altogether unknown io them j they rr^f^^ 
Q^^rnest in givkig other counsels, which^ hftd 
f the 
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the king followed, would have rendered th© 
project of his abdication unnecessary. 

The p^rty o^ thp i>ij'pn4if, ;sjirhQjha4 at thl» 
period the greatesf linlTuence "on' the public 
mind, and whose friends were the ministers 
of the day, had an interest totally opposite 
to the king's abdication, and were earnest to 
pr.§|f^l 911 jbe^yis to second the views, which 
they thought best fitted to consolidate the 
*k>fe^itofioii. The ling's abdication, it is pre- 
^tittifefl,[tli^eler«, i^u^t have heeti Hmde% 
ihtiV^(>iEMy Wk^e DMi^ui4eP4l^^&atdd. Thift 
vninistej: ^k S^i^n^* ^Hm kikm the ^xiA ^ 
kit^QAeamttt^nymhich Lewis Ihe^iKteentiti 
^i^o^k^r'^h^ j«^<^i^ s'^dkty. iPhe regenc^ 
-v^' ' (MistitBilipiMdif ' ^ ^ ore^ed : ia( ih^ 
Imuiph iif 3tbe |avzily ^vi^hieb fa^d joot ihtfmLe^ 
its rights ; and as Jtfafi iktio^.s itfKlUa.^;^ :Wi^ip 
now declared traitors, it was not improbable, 
•^hktyipej0£.ite^ej43ilf»t%.li^^^ in 

V01-. II. X 



5o« 



GOBREaFONDEMOe 



LETT RE tlX 

. 1^. M. Montmorin. 



17 Join, 1792. \ 

Lsmaire de Paris sort de che^.moi^inon 
cher Moatmorin; il;TO;^ parl^ des p^taintes 
aa nom deft ga!rde$ natio^aux: de Marseille^ 
qui pr6tendent ayoir i\€ insulins par des 
personnes [atta^h^ed ^ toob service. iPai dit 
a M. le maire qu^ feu ferois jusljx)6-^ mais 
.que )e' ne pouvois la faite qu'en me^ d^si— 
:gnaiit les ooupables. Cetfe r^jponse'a'a point 
^am satisfaire M. P^thion; I ^ 

^ M. de Lessart iit'a retidu compte qu'il y^ 
avoit des rassemblemens inqui^tans, pour 
I'ordre public, dans plusieurs faubourgs. 



yoyeZjmon chey M^pip^rin, i vous cpur 
•uU^fiavec; ]W* 4<?l^(Pprt^, pour conjure^ ct 
iiouvelqrag^ . , lu » t j 

louia , 
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. - L E T T E R L IX. 

To M. MontmoHn. 

fune i/th^ ^79^* 

Tke majrpT of f aris^ l^?i jivstrlpft me, my 
dear Montmorin , and has made complaints 
to iri^,' iii *lte name of the national guards 
of Marseilles, who pretend that they hav.e 
been insufteii by pers^bus attached to my 
service.' I Wd the ni^yor, I should give 

X a 
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proper 5atirfa<itie«f, hit coiilcl hbt ifty M im^ 
less the perddftfc If^^'pekrteff ent' forties 
This answer did not appear <a sMisfy M? 
Pethion. 

M. de Lessart has informed me, that 
theri^ were gi!>Mips; <5ollected in several of 
the suhurhs, which menace the puhlic tran- 
quillity. Endeavor, my dear Montmorin, 
to concert pjg^tim$ witb M,^!^^a Porte, in. 
order to avert this new storm. 

IS It 'J. 'r XEWVIS. 






} . ,' r •: .»,. 



u 



This lettier to M. de MontmQriiv appears of 
too little importance to ,nee4 si^ pbseryation, 
were it not connectecl with the arrival of the 
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Ma*^iUai3 guards at Paris, in their way to tlie 
ifo^tier^; afi f^v^nt, from which may be dated 
the fir^t dex44v^ ^^^ towards the fall of the 
tjiroue. 

The iiag ha<J ww dismifsed tl>e three 
xnii4st?y^> whose nomination in the tooqDi 
9f M^'C^f ^d su^fi^^Q;^ t^^ aiational di»-- 
coo;teat, wh^ph vrs^ ri^ii^g into iosurreiction 
4g^r^ 4J^ ^Am'Bi^veiion of the mini&ters 
wjy>i|t they ^Fetpkced. J^nora^ of the extent 
9£ the ewH9 which thf^o icouptly agents were 
Imnging cm their cowntry^ by the fafcd influ- 
ence which they exercised over the miod.^ 
the king, and which we see consigned in the 
confessions of their guilt, publipdied wod^r the 
titjj^ of histpjry, or ann^s of tjie r^evoWtion.; 
the thr^e ministers, tl^eir suoce^sor*, had been 
active during their s]^or4. ,ad^ini*itr^tio^ to 
correct part of the inischiefs which they 
found, and ju^ovide against those which they 
dreaded. The legislatiye body^ poeing thp 
jni&fortunes tfeat bad attended tfce qp^ij^ng^f 
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the campaign, and which were in perfect 
unison with the feelings of the court J and 
fearing the progress of the enemy towards 
the capital, which the court, if we may credit 
the annalist, was then taking measures to 
facilitate,, had decreed, on the proposition of 
the minister of war, M . Servan, the for- 
mation of a camp between the frontiers and 
Paris, not only as a depot for the pi^evious 
discipline of the volunteers repairing to the 
armies, but also in ease ef extrwnity, if the 
enemy pierced the frontiers, to serve as ^ the 
last dyke against the invasion of the nietro- 
|>olis^ 

Although the assembly had Screed that 
this camp should consist of only twenty 
thousand men, yet as the court reasonably 
feared that the number might increase in 
proportion to the danger, and deemed also 
that even that number might prove incon- 
venient for the Austrian armies in the posi- 
tion it was destined to take^ the king 'found 
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pretences to defer his sanction, tiH, witli the 
instrumentality of Dumourier, he relieved 
liimself fix)nt the burden of alternate solici- 
tation and reproach, by dismissing his mi- 
nisters. " I had already/' says M. Servan^ 
^* struggled against many obstacles ; the resis- 
tance, became^ more weak, and I began to 
hope. Nevertheless, at the moment whea 
I ha;d flattered myself that I should be o£ 
some use to my country, I received orders 
from the king to give up my poite-feuille/'' 
Dumourier took the place of Servan as mi- 
nister of war, and the sanction to the decree 
was boldly and definitively refused. 

M- Servants letter, of which the abwe is 
an extract, filled the legislative body with 
coiistematicm. The assembly, still less in tha 
secret of the court than the ministers, could 
not divine what were the intentions of the 
king. The only resistance whieh the eonsti-^ 
tation allowed them, was the expression of 
ftkeir disapprobation, which they consigned ia 
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a deoree^ or declaration^ liiat M. SenroQ was 
accompanied in .his retreat by the rc^eta of 
legislative body, and of tbeoation* 

The dismission of Serran vms follo-vred by 
that of Roland a0d Qa^re^ to ^hb<»e em^ 
|>ioyments werenaine4/^i&i^^i*S) who^ gre^* 
est merit was their jaulUty, and who wer6 
less liteiy tn (^ui^eraxrt the -projeets oi tk§ 
court* Tliis wois a sjtrao^ error intawh^ 
the court was betrayed} sinc«havii^acqutf*ed 
the habit d dias^ulolionby solongapracticei 
it wad singular J tl^atatth^mosieBt ^hpp de<»it 
could best^ have served' irts pui^pose^ it should 
thus have thrown off the mask, and braved 
the opinion of thiO' tiiitipft, Thb indigndftion 
^hich -^as now .publicly feltj virals a$)geiiOTally 
fyroclaimed; and tfhe legislature saw its bar 
43rdwded With yemfanstrdtices, nc^trf ordinary 
toinplaint cfr rtreesuhed sedition^ but of such 
«atare and tehdensy. b^ betokened civil dis- 
inptions^ and the inj»tani attnihiktiim of all 
order and govdmfiiej^t 
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It might have been supposed that the ting, 
who more than once had experience of what 
the people were capable when loosened from 
restraint, would have felt less crom|losure at 
the menacing aspect which the population of 
Paris now discavered. His letter to M. de 
Montmoriri advises this ex-minister of meet- 
ings hostile to {Miblic order, which were taking 
place in the faubourgs; and invites him, in 
con junction with M. de k Poi1e,to owerk 
this mew storm* The popular elements were 
&t that moment in too great fenuentation to 
kfe appeased by the io^tnameivlaKty of such 
feeble agents. It w^at -tibe march' of b pi^niy 
to surest the progress of a *giant 
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L E T T R E L X. 

A M. Monimofin. 

%\ Juin, 179«- 

Cb n'est point de I'indignation , mon cher' 
Montmorin , que j'ai ^prouve dans la }our- 
n6e d'liier; c'est vraimcnt le tourment d'une 
ame navr^e de voir le d61ire ou s'est port^ 
le peuple. Uaspect des hommes qui ont os^ 
me menacer, ne m'a pas intimid6 un seui 
instant : ce qui ne sera jamais croyablepour 
la post6rit6 , c*est que toutes ces horreurs 
se sont passees sous les yeux des repr^sen- 
tans de la nation, sans quails aient fait le 
moindre eflFort pour r^primer et pour punir 
\^s perturbateurs de Fordre public. Voua 
savez mieux qu^un autre, mon cher Mont- 
morin, que j'ai sacrifi^, au bonheur des. 
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FranQais , les prerogatives de ma couronne , 
J'interet de ma famille, et les habitudes de 
xnon enfance : qu'en est-il r^stllt6 ? des ou^ 
trages. En attendant que la nation soit 6clai- 
r6e par une fatale experience , je crois que 
je ne dois rien changer dans mes projets , 
pour le moment 

Vous pouvez faire paroitre la procla- 
mation dont je vous ai envoys , avant-hier, 
Ip pi:ecis : donnez l!ordre k Parisot de la 
faire imprimer dans la joum6e. En venant 
me voir demain sur les dix heures dti 
matin, je vous dirai beaucoup de chose5. 
qui demandent des details. 

Bon soir, mon cher Montmorin. 

LOUIS. 
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^TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER h X. 

To M. Montmorin. 

^ Jane 2wt, i7£H*' 

It was po\ indignation, my dear Mont- 
n9orin,th^ti frit in the course of yesterday, 
but the torments of ?i niind pierced with an- 
guish, in observing to what a height tho 
people carried their frenzy. I was not in- 
timidated, one moment by the sight of men, 
who dared to menace me ; but what will ap- 
pear incredible to posterity, is, that all 
those horrors have taken place before the 
eyes of the representatives of the nation, 
who have not made the smallest effort to 
restrain and punish the violators of th« 
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jpublic peace. You know better than others, . 
my dear Montmorin, that I have sacrificed 
the prerogAtivfete'of Jny catolin^^tlue interests 
of my family, and the habits of my infancy^ 
to theliappiii6ssiX)f ':A»&Fteiaii^ What is 
the result? outrages. Until the time come, 
vi}ia}}, 4he na,tion shall be enlightened by 
fatal experience, I think that 1 oujght not to 
change any thirtg, iii my projects^— Tou 
may : get th? proclamation published, ot 
whipU Is^i;^ YP^^ stetch the day Ip^forq 
y^^^tey^ay- Ordep JP*risot to^^ri^t it in the^ 
course of the f day J JJ^.jfpu. coR^c to se;e piev 
toKoiOTrow Jsaorai^ aX teiji . pfplppk , J will 
teJl.yxm Hoaijy ^i^^fih ^^^aP^^W^gr^f*- 



Good night, my dear Montmorin. 



.xiojLix:n 
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It wiir always remain extremely difficiilt to 
form an accurate judgment respectmg the 
events of the twenfietn ofi^une. Itappeats^ 
however/certain'/that'this^^dfify \ras projected 
to oblige the king to refcall tne ministers 
whom he haH dismisseld a i^^ ' Sayi ^fcire^ 
but it is highly improbable, that it was' the 
intehtibn of the leadefrk td jiStietrate into the 
palace of the'TuiUeri^jHo insult the, king 
and queen, and menace them with ass^si-* 
nation* . t, , 

- ' ' / ' ' i 
Had the mob, or those by whom it was 

incited, formed so criminal a project as 

that of assassination, it could certainly jhaye 

l)een easy to have carried it into execution^ 
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«midst the scenes of tumult^ of insolence^ and 
brutality, Which took place in the chamber 
of the king, who remained a prisoner foi? 
a considerable tii|ie ^amidst the populace, 
\nthout guards or attendants. That the 
leaders of the opposition tc^.the court had no 
part in these outrages, seems evident j since, 
f^ from, furthering their views, it gave, like 
«11 tumults of this illegal nature, a momentary 
popidarity to tho^fe. Whom it wasUheiif in- 
tCTest to render; o()ioud. • The court^agento 
were accused at Uieitime of hafvingicorri^ 
the poipuiaoe to Jtlyjs> exeess, to pircv«at:the 
future. emplbym^t of sudi .instrtvments, and 
-discredit popular addtesdes; Ibii . tbot^h hi 
, t]ier habit of tric^ and jstratag^m fpr the i^ey- 
i,Tice of tjie courts it' is^ Scarcely pro]t>afcJe,t^^t 
they, would hav^hc^irecoyxs^ t(^ wqU. daj|- 
£^us e;(pe,dji0^t4«, \ . ^ ; >v . ■ r 

' ' '-r^' :- • ' ' * ' . '•- .'' oIk- ^!n7 J 

; . . , ...... ;-) •:-; -;rj-, ':,-!' '^'T^ 
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LET T RE 1X1 ^ 

X'Europe apprendra sans^fe«te>,-i|jV5ecl4 plus 
profonde indignation , ce nouvel outrage 
fait a ma personne. La Providence veille 
encore sur moi et sur ma famille ; puisse 
le ciel detoumer Torage qui gronde encore , 
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et sanver oelui qui vous aime, qui souvent 
s'entretient de vous , 6t vous ftlieite d'6ei-6 
loia d'une terre, oh h ra-ime veille , oh lei 
lens ne peuvent atteiridre les eoupaWesS , oh, 
I'autorit^ n'a plus de force, oh la yertn est 
«am consideration , et la licence 6rig€e en 
patriotisme. 

Recevez les expressions les plus affec- 
tueuses de mon tendre attachement 

LOUIS. 



(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER LXL 

To Mesdames. 

June Si5th, 179a. 

Our misfortunes, my dear aunts, have 
reached their last term j the most horrible 
yoi.. II, T 
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crime has been perpetrated j my asylutt 
violated^ myself insulted, menaced, and ex- 
posed to the fury of assassins. My children,, 
the queen, and Madame Elizabeth havQ 
shared my fate. You will receive the details 
of that hideous day, which must penetratd 
every Frenchman with horror, who consi- 
ders order as the first of blessingrf: Europe 
will no doubt learn, with the deepest indig- 
nation, this new outrage, committed against 
my person. Providence still watches over 
me and my family ; may heaven avert the 
storm that still rages, and save him who 
loves you, who thinks of you often, and 
congratulates you on being distant from a 
country, where the wicked are vigilant, 
where laws caijnot ireach the guilty^ where 
authority is without force, virtue without 
esteem, and where licentiousness has usurp- 
ed the name .of patriotism. 

Accept the assurances of the most tender 

and affectionate attachment 

LEWIS. 
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ji Monsieur. 

i.€r Juillet^ 1793* 

. Vous ^tes d^ja instruit j mon cher frere , 
des outrages que j'ai endures dans la jour- 
Xiee du 20 juin; outrages d'autantplus sen- 
siWes , que la portion du peuple qui a yiole 
ina demeure , ^toit guide par des hommes 
que favois autrefois combUs de mes bien- 
faits. La garde Viationale , qui devpit, a tous 
les titres, me d^fendre , 6toit vendue aux 
perturbateurs. Leur chef 6toit trbp fier de 
me braver , pour etre tent^ d'user de sou 
autorite. 

J'ai oppos6 aux clameurs de la malveil- 
lance, le calme de Timperturbabilit^j cette 

Y 2 
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fermet6 froide a d6coiicert6, pour ce jour- 
la , leurs projets sanguinaires. La reine et 
toute ma fainille ont niontr6 une resigna- 
tion h6ro*ique; nou.3 sommes familiarises^ 
depuis long-temps, a croire tout possibles ; 
noire sort est trop. au-destous de Ten^ite, 
pour que le crime n'acheve ce qu'il a com- 
mence L'x\ssemblee a manifest^ 

partiellement une indignation profonde^ 
Legendre disoit a la tribune d^ Jacobins , 
que le peuple avoit honors son roandft- 
taire en I'allant visiter. Marat et Hubert 
proclamoient, dans leurs feuilles,lesm6mea 
principes. Des aboyeurs pay6s faisoiei^t, 
sous mes fenetres, de» menaces qui prou- 
Toient Taudace dea factieux. Sans les con- 
solations de la religion , il y a d^ja long- 
temps que j'aurois renonc6 au pouvoir su- 
preme : Dumourier m'a propose diverai 
plans pour dejouer les complots des Jaco- 
bins, des Robespierre et des Danton ; mais 
cela ne pourra se faire sans une grand*' 
effusion de sangj ^'airne millo fois imeux 
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fetre la viclime ded michans , que de souil- 
let ma vie par la mort d'un seul f rangais.. 
Lorsque je vois la perversity triompher, et 
I'audace se montrer la rivale de la justice 
distributive , j'approuve la resolution que 
prit Charles-Quint, d'abdiquer le troHe.. 
J'ignore , moii cher frere , ce que la for- 
tune me reserve dans Pavenir; quant att 
moment, on ne pent &tte plus malheureux 
que Test votre ami et votre fr^re. 

LOUIS. 



(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER LXIL 

July 181, i7S%^ 

Ton are already mfbrmed, my dear bro^ 
tlier^ of the outiagea wluch I enduj^ iM% 
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the day of the 20th of June ; outrages sp 
ji^uch the more poignant, as that portion qf 
the people who violated my dwelling, were 
led on by men -vyhom I formerly loaded 
with benefits. The national guard, who 
yreve bound by every kind of obligation to 
defend me, were sold^o the leaders of se^ 
dition, and their chief ws^s too proud of 
braving me to think of employing his 
authority, — I met with cpmposure the 
clamors of malignity, and* this cool firm- 
ness disconcerted, for thu^t day, their san- 
guinary projects, The queen and all my, 
family displayed an heroical reisignation^ 
yVe have long since been familiarised to 
the idea of belie viHg every thing possible j 
pur fate is too far below envy, for the 
wicked not to consummate what they have 
begun. ...... Part of the assembly have 

inanifested the deepest indignation. Le^ 
gendre said at the tribune of the Jacobina, 
that the people had done honor to theijp 
mandatary by paying him ^ visit. Marat 
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and Hebert proclaimed the same principles 

in their journals. Clamorous hirelings 

jj^ured forth menaces under my window, 

i^hich suflficiently proved the boldness of 

the factious. Were it not for the consola-^! 

tions of religion, I should long since have 

renounced supreme power. Dumourier has 

proposed several plans to me, to counteract 

the plots of the Jacobins, the Robespierres, 

and the Dantons; but these projects cannot 

be effected without a great effusion of 

Blood, and I would rather a thousand times 

fall the victim of the wicked, than sully 

my life by the death of one Frenchman. 

,When I see the triumph of the perverse, 

and that audacity becoines the rival of dis- 

tributivp justice, I approve the resolution 

taken by Charles the Fifth , to abdicate the 

throne. I know not, my dear brother, what 

fortune has in reserve for me hereafter ; as 

fpr the present, no one can be more un- 

Jiappy than your friend and brother. 

X.EW1& 
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OBSERr^TJOm 

Ths: king) ia the^ letters ^ bk auntt 
aqd l^rc^tjiiejr, ei^^pies^es the deepest iiwJigna-- 
^Qji ^t th& autragfss conuuitted on his perscHPi 
aiid &mily *oa tbe twentietli of J\me^ It 
MTQ^d seem, from the mangier in which 
the king ^peaka of this events that he had 
penetrajted th^ sj^eret of those dii^ipyders; of 
which he was so m^ph th^ mof^ sensible^ 
a& ti^ portion of tl^ people which violated 
hi$ dwellings were led on hy men whom ho 
had formerly Joined with f^Yors^ " Tho 
national guard, who ou^ht from every con- 
sideration to have defended me, was sold ta 
those puhlic disturhgrs. Their chief was 
too proiyj. of an opportunity of hraving me. 



^ 1 



OP liBwis XVI. 52g 

to make use of his authority.^^ Neither 
the mayor of Paris, noy the chiefs of the 
opposition in the assembly, could boast of 
haying been loaded with royal favors; the 
leaders of this irruption Were, therefore, 
persons of another description, • 

The king was tormented with a sensibi- 
lity so excessive, that the seditious exclama- 
tions of the mob, which sometimes reached 
his ear^ gave him serious inquietudes. Ha 
despised their power/^ but he was trem- 
blingly alive to every kind of reproach or 
blame, even from the lowest. The coarse 
jests of Legendre, and the repetition of his 
scurrmties by those monsters of the revo- 
lution Hebert and Marat, are the theme of 
his animadversion. The vociferations of 
hirelings under his windows affect him so 
keenly, that, but for the consolation of re- 
ligion, Jie would rid himself of the calami- 
ties of power. 
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This idea of retreat, against which he 
^xdaimed sq much in a former letter, re-* 
turns again at the conchxsion of th^ presents 
Dumourier proposes to the king some.plan^ 
in which he would nfiake one grand sweep 
of the jacobii^, of the Robespierres, and 
the Dantons; but the king wa3 more scru- 
pulous than the minister; his mind always 
revolted at the idea of shedding blood. Thi^ 
humane and merciful . disposition pervades 
his whole correspondence, and whatevep 
weaknesses or faults we may find in the 
prince, we cannot refuse him sincere hchar 
piage for his benevolence as a man, 
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]LET TRE LXIIt 

jf Monsieur. 

17 Juillet; 1792. 

Iii faut, mon clier.frfere, vous donner 
. Tc^ne idee d'une scene bien scandaleuse. Je 
yous ai parl6 de certaines propositions qui 
xn'ont 6t6 faites par deux d^put6s, qui sou- 
yent votent ensemble aux Jacobins. Ce$ 
bommes, qui se d6teslent'cordialement, qui 
d^ja paroissent se ni^fier les uns des autres, 
et qui finiront par se faire une guerre a ou- 
trance,youdront, je pe sais trop pourquoi, 
me ranger sous leurs bannie^-es. Insensibly 
a lear promesses, k leurs menaces j sourda 
}eurs invitations , j'ai constam^eiTLt refus6 
de seryir leurs projets, lis ont voulu me 
faixe peur, Uiie deputation de Tasseniblee 
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m'avoit 6te envoy 6e pour des objets impor- 
fans. On a reussi a composer cette d6puta~ 
tion d'hommes exaltes, de ces t^tes mal or- 
ganisees , qui brusquent les convenances^ 
et (f^i se croient les egaux des rois, et les 
' ^tres libres par excellence , parce qulls ont 
de forts poumons , qu'ils re^urent en par- 
tage Ic doh des injures, et qulls ne savent 
jamais respecter le malbeur. 

La deputation est introduite. Un certaiil 

Gensonn^ portoit la parole ; il parle* bien, 

m^me avec quelque moderation. Cepen- 

dant des toumures singuliferes, des express 

-sions hasard^es d^figurent son discour^ 

J'ai r^pondu; fai fait parler le cjoeur A la 
place de Vesprit; j'ai] oubli6 que f6tol$ roi> 
et je me suis exprim6 avec franchise. 

La reine 6toit pap^sente ; tin jeune bomme^ 
a t^te ardente, IVir trfes-^tourdi, a pris l^ 
parole ; il a gotmnand^ la reine : nCest 
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vous , madame , a-t-il dit , qui perdesr U 
roi; €6 sont vos conseils : rcwis la'Stea en- 
tour^e que de royalistea, et voua ^mgnex 
2es patriotes. )> JLa rcdne a r^pondu ayef 
dignite : il a lLaufti6 les 6paales. Je vouloia 
appaiser le courroux de ce cenaeur indis- 
cret. II a repris la parole avec effronterie, 
et a daign6 m'assurer que j'6tois un brave 
hoirime, maia induit en erreur par des 
trattres , des ennemis ^e la patjrie. Que r6- 
pondre pour d&abuser cet homme? Garder 
le silence, adresser la parole a I'orateur d© 
la deputation; Yoila ma condiaite. J'ai ap- 
pergu que plusieurs des d^put^s pr^iens 
partageoient le d^Iire, appeloient cela du 
cotirage, et applaudissoient ce j^une auda- 
cieux , que Ton m'a assur^ se nommer 
Merlin de Tliio»viHe. 

J'ai racoint^ cette anecdote a plufsieitkft 
meittbre^ dm c6t6 drrcHrt ^ iU lan'ont asr* 
sure quie le lendemain , dans une des 
oMee^ du ^Avditt des Fei^ilkju, <;a pwx^ 
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d6^ut6 y 8*6toit vant6 de .son audace , et 

qu'il s'^toit cru le digne rival djB Caton , 

parce qu'il avoit manqu6 d'^gards a une 

princesse. Voila quels sbnt les homines qui 

pretendent gouvemer la France. O mon 

frere , plaignez-moi ! 

LOUIS. 



(TRANSLATION.) 

LETTER LXIIL . 

To Monsiefir. 

July 1 7 til, 1790^. \ 

I must relate to you, my dear brother, A 
most scandalous scene. I mentioned to you 
that certain propositions had been mkde 
me by the deputies, who often vote on the 
same side at the Jacobins. Those men, who 
cordially detest each other, who have all 
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the feelings of mutual distrust, and who 
will end by waging among themselves a 
war of extermination, wish, I know not 
why, to enlist me under their banners. Un- 
moved by their promises or threats, and 
deaf to their invitations, I have uniformly 
refused to second their projects- They have 
endeavoured to intimidate me. A deputa-* 
tion of the assembly was sent to me on im-»- 
portant matters. They contrived to form 
the deputation of persons of exaggerated 
opinions, wrong-headed men, who offend 
against all propriety, and fancy theniselves 
the equals of kings, and superlatively free, 
because they are possessed of strong lungs; 
are adepts in the talent of abuse, and know 
not how to respect misfortune. 

The deputation was introduced. A certain 

Grensonne was the' orator; he speaks welly 

and even with sAne degree of moderation. 

jSome singular turns of phraseology, how-' 

ever, and indiscreet expressions disfigured 
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his discourse. I returned an answer, in 
which my heart spoke rather than my head : 
I forgot that I was king, and expressed my 
. feelings without disguise. 

The queen was present ; and an imperti- 
nent hot-headed young man undertook a 
discourse, in which he reprimanded the 
queen, "It is you, Madam," said he, "who 
lindo the king; it is your counsellors; you 
are surrounded only with royalists, and 
you keep the patriots at a distance !" The 
queen replied with dignity, and he shrug- 
ged up his shoulders. I endeavoured to ap- 
pease the wrath of this indiscreet censor; 
but he impudently resumed the discourse, 
and condescended to assure me, that I was 
a good man, but led astray by traitors aijd 
enemies to the country. What could I 
answer to undeceive this man? I was silent f 
I addressed myself to the speaker of the de- 
|>utation, but I perceived that several of 
tibe deputies present partook the delirium 
f of 
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of ttis young man, and called it courage : 
his name, I am told, is Merlin de Thion ville. 

I related this anecdote to several mem- 
bers of the cdte droits who assured me that 
next day, in one of the walks of the garden 
of th^ Feuillants, this young man boasted 
of his effrontery, and fanqied himself the 
worthy rival of Cato, because he had been 
rude to a princess. Such are the men wha 
pretend to govern France. Oh, my brother^ 

pity aaie. 

LEWIS. 



OBSBRrATIONS 

ON THE SIXTY-THIRD liETTER. 

Thk deputation sent to the Tuillaries, was 
most probaHy for the purpose of iiJlu>- 

VOL. II. % 
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e^dbug the king in his choice of minister^Jj 
those who had been appointed on the dis- 
mission of M, Servan and his colleagues 
having, aftfer a month's hard and inefiectual 
service, together with Dumourier, given in 
their resignation. It appears, that various 
propositions had been made the king by 
two parties in the assembly; one, which 
from his description, were the Girondists, 
and the other the Cordeliers, known after— 
vrards in the convention by the name of 
the Mountain. Insensible to their caresses^ 
and despising their threats, the king boasts 
of holding the balance of refusal equal be-> 
tweeu them, and takes offence, which was 
perfectly natural, at the ill organised heads 
of those, who think themselves the equals 
of kings, and free beings par excellence^ 
because they have strong lungs, and the ta— 
\ent of saying TvtAe things. 

At the head of this deputation v^as " on* 
Gens^nne,^^ who, whatever h© might havt 
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thought of the natural equality of men, had 
certainly no ill organised head. It appears, 
that the king approved his speech on the 
-whole, notwithstanding the singular and 
hazarded expressions which it contained. 
The answer was in the true spirit' of fra- 
ternity, the flow of soul rather than the 
emanation of witj Lewis forgot for a time 
that he was a king, and gave way to hi» 
genuine feelings as a man. 

The most offensive part of the story tf^ 
mains to be toldj the queen, it seems, wag 
present at this friendly conference, when 
•he was addressed by Merlin de Thibnville, 
of whose manners and appearance the king 
has been by no means extravagant in the 
description. But whatever aversion might 
fee justly conceived against this young le- 
gislator, an aversion which his subsequent 
conduct but too well justified, the words 
which he addressed to the queen were the 
echo; not only of general opinion, but, un-. 

z 5^ 
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fortunately for the country, most substantial 
truths. After complimettting the queen, 
unused to such uncouth address, Merlin 
condescended to inform the king that he 
was* B. good man, un brape hommej but led 
jastray by traitors and enemies ef the coun- 
try. This was also partly true, but spoken 
too rudely and too late to make any sa- 
lutary impression. The conclusion which 
the king drew from the conversation which 
he afterwards held on this subject with 
aaembers of the Feuillants, was not just. It 
;Was not by sudi rivals of Cato that the as- 
^nably meant to govern Frapcej but the 
Feuillants, with whom it seems Ihe king 
was in the habits of cpunsel, were too selfish 
to undeceive him, by drawing the true' line 
^f distinction between this pmy personage, 
and those who happened accidentally to be 
his associates in a deputation. 

:end op the second volume. 
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